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will pay any price. We will support any 
friend, we will oppose any foe to pre-
serve liberty. 

That is our mission statement given 
by President Kennedy over 40 years 
ago, and that is what our troops are 
doing. 

Freedom has always cost. It always 
will. Good things have cost. It cost us 
7 years of hard war against the British. 
After we gained our independence, 
gained our freedom, the British did not 
believe it, and they attacked us again 
in the War of 1812. They burned this 
building down, and they burned the 
White House. They burned every build-
ing in Washington, D.C. except for two 
because they were trying to make sure 
that America was not a free Nation. So 
we had to fight them again. 

Freedom has cost this country, and it 
has cost other countries; and Iraq is 
one of them. We do not get freedom by 
sitting down at a conference table and 
saying, let us reason together so we 
can be a free people. 

There is no substitute for victory. It 
is the only path to freedom, and I hope 
that folks in this Nation understand 
the great job our troops are doing and 
are as committed as they are to win-
ning the war. 

Down in southeast Texas, I have the 
distinction of having the Port of Beau-
mont. It is the number one military de-
ployment port of cargo going to Iraq. It 
comes from Fort Hood and Fort Bliss, 
and it is the place where our troops 
come home. Most of the troops coming 
back to my area are National Guard 
troops. You see, down in southeast 
Texas when the National Guard comes 
home, we have parades for them. 
Schools and businesses close, and ev-
erybody turns out on Main Street wav-
ing the American flag. We are proud of 
what our troops are doing. We under-
stand, as most Americans understand, 
they are doing a good job and they are 
putting their lives on the line for that 
simple word that people since the be-
ginning of the world have wanted, and 
that is freedom. 

So this country I do not think is ever 
going to flinch and it is never going to 
flee and we certainly are never going to 
fear because we will never fail the war 
against terrorism, and I hope we will 
be successful. 

I appreciate the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) allowing 
me to make these comments. I hope we 
will continue the dialogue and the per-
severance to be successful and to 
spread the word not only in America 
but to those terrorists who live 
throughout the world that they can 
run, but they can certainly never hide 
because the American fighting man is 
going to track them down. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Texas. I 
thank him for mentioning that our 
men and women in uniform are volun-
teers and they have chosen to fight. 

I, like him, have spent time with 
these men and women and their fami-
lies and on Memorial Day talked with 
the aunt of a young man who came to 
one of the memorial services. And after 
I spoke, she came up and with her bro-
ken heart she said, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
you’re so right, he was there because 
he wanted to be there and you’re so 
right. He knows, he knew that we were 
winning, that we are winning the war 
on terror. 
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And yes indeed, he understood the 
mission. Our families, our military 
families know this, Mr. Speaker, and 
they know that this Nation has decided 
not to play hostage, not to be held hos-
tage. Our men and women in uniform 
are paying the price to fight this war 
so that we are not having to fight it on 
the streets of Washington, D.C., or 
Memphis or Nashville or L.A. or any-
where else in this country. We have 
made a choice not to be bullied and not 
to live with the gun pointed at our 
head. And I give credit to our Presi-
dent. And, Mr. Speaker, I credit the 
American people for making a tough 
decision. War is never easy. War is 
never, ever easy, but we have to re-
member the big picture in this and 
that picture is we have to have a demo-
cratic ally in the Middle East. This is 
about freedom and free people. It is 
about expanded democracy and edu-
cation. It is about rooting out terror-
ists and disrupting their networks and 
their way of working and their beliefs 
so that they don’t import it and place 
it on us. It is about slowing them down 
and eventually making it impossible 
for them to work. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot of talk 
about whether we are winning or not. 
And we are winning. But this is not 
easy. There are going to be a lot of 
dark days ahead. This is not an easy 
fight. It is not easy for us. It is not 
easy for our military men and women 
and their families. It is not easy for the 
Iraqi people. And there is a tremendous 
amount of frustration when they take 
a couple of steps forward and then a 
few steps back and a couple of steps 
forward and another step back. And 
just as in the past 3 years we have had 
some victories to celebrate, we have 
also had some very tough times. But 
we come to the point of saying, is it a 
necessary action? And yes, indeed, Mr. 
Speaker, it is a necessary action. The 
defense of freedom is a necessary ac-
tion for our great Nation. It was the 
only decision that put America on the 
offensive when it came to the war on 
terrorism and our national security be-
cause freedom is worth fighting for. 

As I close the hour this evening and 
begin this week’s debate, I want to 
focus where I began in talking about 
the big picture. Ronald Reagan often 
said, we could bet on hope or we could 
bet on fear. You can bet on hope or you 

can bet on fear. He chose to bet on 
hope. And, Mr. Speaker, I know why. 
And I know why the American people 
choose to bet on hope. It is that hope, 
that desire that lives in our heart for a 
better tomorrow. 

I love quoting Margaret Thatcher 
and her comment when she talks about 
America. She would say it is more than 
a superpower, more than a great Na-
tion. America is an idea. America is an 
idea. What a great idea it is. It is the 
idea of freedom. It is the idea of oppor-
tunity. It is the idea of hope. And this 
week we look forward to talking about 
hope for our future, hope for the future 
of our children, hope for the future of 
the Nation of Iraq. 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Ms. BERKLEY (at the request of Ms. 

PELOSI) for today and June 13 on ac-
count of a death in the family. 

Mr. CAPUANO (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. CARDOZA (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

Ms. DELAURO (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today and June 13 on ac-
count of a death in the family. 

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of important congressional busi-
ness in the district. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. CALVERT (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of trav-
el delays. 

Mr. GIBBONS (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

Mr. GINGREY (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of per-
sonal business. 

Mr. SESSIONS (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for the week of June 12 on 
account of taking his son, Alex, to 
Scout camp. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 
By unanimous consent, permission to 

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. RYAN of Ohio) to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material:) 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. ROSS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. LEWIS of California) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 
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