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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
IN RECOGNITION OF THE FORT 

WORTH POLICE DEPARTMENT 
EAST DIVISION 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Fort Worth Police Department 
East Division, in the 26th Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas for their outstanding work serv-
ing and protecting the communities of Fort 
Worth. 

This past May, I had the privilege of visiting 
the Fort Worth Police Department East Divi-
sion. Captain Bryan Sudan provided me with 
a brief tour of the facility and explained how 
the divisions of the department interacted to-
gether. 

I also had the opportunity to ride along with 
veteran Officer Anthony Cutler and with Officer 
Thomas O’Brien and witnessed firsthand the 
high level of respect the officers have for the 
community and citizens. It was clear that the 
officers cared about the neighborhood and the 
people in it. 

On a day-to-day basis, these individuals 
place their lives on the line just to protect us 
all. They do this with bravery, strength, humil-
ity and dignity. They are selfless in their ac-
tions and compassionate people at heart. 
They only want safety for us all, and I am 
thankful for their service. 

Friendly, courteous, and professional only 
begins to describe the high caliber of officers 
employed with the Fort Worth Police Depart-
ment East Division. I am honored to now rep-
resent the Fort Worth Police Department and 
send my sincere thanks for their service to the 
community. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GARY MELIUS 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the accomplishments of Gary Melius. 
Over the past 10 years, Gary has dedicated 
himself to the continuation of Oheka Castle, 
which is treasured by the town of Huntington, 
Long Island, and all of New York State. 

As the second largest mansion in the United 
States, Oheka Castle stands as an architec-
tural marvel and an historic structure that must 
be protected. Gary Melius knows this fact bet-
ter than anyone. 

Prior to his leadership, the castle’s previous 
occupant went bankrupt leaving this structure 
abandoned. It was at this grave juncture in 
1996 that Gary came to the helm. 

With his diligent guidance, Oheka Castle 
has been restored to its original structural 

magnificence. Gary’s service has insured that 
Oheka Castle will remain a treasure for our 
children and future generations on Long Is-
land. 

For 10 years, Gary has devoted himself to 
the protection, preservation and public aware-
ness of Oheka Castle. I applaud Gary Melius 
for his achievements and contributions to 
Oheka Castle and the town of Huntington. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘NOTIFICATION 
OF RISK TO PERSONAL DATA 
ACT’’ H.R. 5582 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to inform 
my colleagues that I am introducing legislation 
to protect the privacy rights of Americans. This 
bill will require Federal agencies that possess 
electronic data containing personal information 
to disclose any unauthorized acquisition of 
such information. Under this legislation, the 
same requirement will be made of ‘‘people’’— 
corporations, institutions and individuals—who 
engage in interstate commerce. 

The point is simple: People should be noti-
fied when information about them that is per-
sonal and potentially sensitive is stolen from a 
corporation or a government agency. We can-
not rely on these entities to report such a theft 
on their own, since they might try to cover up 
the data loss to avoid adverse publicity. 

The most salient example of the need for 
such protection is the recent shameful episode 
in which it took the Veterans Administration 
three weeks to announce that personal infor-
mation including names, birth dates, and so-
cial security numbers of millions of veterans 
had been stolen from the home of a VA em-
ployee. Keeping the problem under wraps for 
three weeks is not the way to protect our vet-
erans from the potential theft of their identities. 
Many veterans have called my office express-
ing concern about their financial safety, and I 
am appalled the VA has not done more to pro-
tect them. 

The stolen information included the name, 
social security number, and date of birth for 
approximately 19.6 million veterans. Disability 
ratings for some veterans were also included 
in these files. On June 6, 2006, the VA an-
nounced that the stolen files might also have 
included data on 1.1 million active duty mem-
bers of the military, 430,000 members of the 
National Guard, and 645,000 members of the 
Reserves. 

On June 8, 2006, the House Committee on 
Government Reform, on which I serve, con-
ducted a hearing entitled, ‘‘Once More into the 
Data Breach: The Security of Personal Infor-
mation at Federal Agencies.’’ 

During the hearing, U.S. Comptroller Gen-
eral David Walker testified that legislation is 

needed requiring agencies to notify those 
whose privacy is violated. The Comptroller 
General said, ‘‘Public disclosure of major data 
breaches is a key step to make sure personal 
data is safeguarded.’’ 

Congress should act on this issue, and it is 
time for us to give Americans the notice they 
need to protect themselves from identity 
thieves. My colleague, Senator DIANNE FEIN-
STEIN, first introduced the Senate version of 
the bill I am introducing today. I commend her 
excellent work in this area, and I am hopeful 
that moving this bill in the House will expedite 
needed action. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ARMY SPECIALIST 
DANIEL GIONET 

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the sacrifice of an American hero, 
Army Specialist Gionet, who gave his life in 
service to our country. 

Specialist Gionet was born in my hometown 
of Lowell, Massachusetts and grew up in the 
area. He was fulfilling his second tour of duty 
when he was killed in service to our country. 
Daniel died Sunday, June 5, while on patrol in 
Taji, Iraq, when an improvised explosive de-
vice exploded near his tank. He was 23. 

Daniel married his wife, Katrina, on Novem-
ber 26 of 2005 before being deployed for the 
second time. He had been looking forward to 
buying a home, going to college, and starting 
a family. Daniel enjoyed fishing, fixing cars, 
and was a fine cook. On his first tour, he put 
his culinary talents to work in Afghanistan as 
a chef based at the Kandahar Air Field. In be-
tween his first and second deployment, Daniel 
decided that he wanted to more directly help 
his comrades in the field and volunteered to 
re-train as a medic. His selflessness should be 
an inspiration to us all. 

Daniel served the United States Military 
courageously. He enlisted in the Army in 2001 
and served in Afghanistan. In 2004, he went 
above the call of duty and reenlisted, this time 
deploying to Iraq. Specialist Gionet comes 
from a long line of distinguished service to 
country. His grandfather served in the Air 
Force during the Korean War and his father 
was a Marine. 

Daniel graduated from Pelham High School 
in 2001. He was an athlete and distinguished 
himself on Pelham’s baseball, football, and 
wrestling teams. He envisioned a career in 
criminal justice or the culinary arts. Daniel 
joined the Army, in part, to help finance a col-
lege education. 

Daniel Gionet’s family is proud of him for 
the supreme sacrifice he made on behalf of 
his country. He is lovingly remembered by his 
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family and friends as a selfless, brave, and a 
genuine ‘‘angel,’’ as his mother, Denise 
Gionet, described him. He will be dearly 
missed. 

I have requested that an American flag be 
flown over our United States Capitol in mem-
ory of Specialist Daniel Gionet to honor his 
noble service to our country. This flag will be 
delivered to his family. Daniel died fighting for 
the country he loved, alongside comrades he 
respected, and with the family he adored look-
ing on. Our Nation is humbled and grateful for 
his sacrifice. 

Mr. Speaker, I request that we take a mo-
ment to recognize Specialist Daniel Gionet, 
United States Army, who made the ultimate 
sacrifice in service to his country. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LOUIS 
BUCKALEW ON RECEIVING THE 
2006 PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF 
COMMUNITY AWARD 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate a young man from Coden, Ala-
bama, on his exemplary work towards improv-
ing his community. 

Last month, Louis Buckalew was honored at 
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural 
History and awarded $1,000 for his out-
standing volunteer efforts. The 2006 Pruden-
tial Spirit of Community Awards program, con-
ducted in partnership with the National Asso-
ciation of Secondary School Principals and 
created by Prudential Financial, Inc., has hon-
ored more than 70,000 young volunteers at 
the local, State, and national levels for 11 
years. Louis was chosen from nearly 20,000 
candidates from across the country. 

Louis just completed the eighth grade at 
Clark School of Math and Technology in 
Chickasaw, Alabama. He has volunteered with 
several organizations over the past 3 years to 
clean up the gulf coast shoreline and road-
ways near his home. Louis was first inspired 
to help his community’s environment through 
his involvement with the Boy Scouts. Louis 
has also worked with the Coast Guard, Mobile 
Bay Estuary Program, and local government 
to improve his community, even recruiting 
friends to join in his efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to recog-
nize Louis Buckalew and to commend him for 
his hard work and this well-deserved award. I 
know Louis’s family and friends join me in 
praising his accomplishments and extending 
thanks for his efforts on behalf of the citizens 
of Coden and Alabama’s First Congressional 
District. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO STAFF 
SERGEANT EMMANUEL LEGASPI 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Staff Sergeant Emmanuel 

Legaspi, who died of injuries sustained in Tal 
Afar, Iraq on May 7, 2006. 

Sergeant Legaspi had lived in the United 
States for only a year when he signed up with 
the Army. At 32, he was much older than the 
typical recruit. But for the native of the Phil-
ippines, military service was a opportunity to 
show how much he appreciated a chance at 
life in America. Sergeant Legaspi, who was 
assigned to the 1st Battalion, 36th Infantry 
Regiment, 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Ar-
mored Division, Friedberg, Germany, was in-
jured, and later died, when his unit came 
under enemy small arms fire during combat 
operations. For his valor, Sergeant Legaspi 
was posthumously awarded the Purple Heart 
and the Bronze Star. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the life of 
Staff Sergeant Emmanuel Legaspi. Sergeant 
Legaspi made the ultimate sacrifice for his 
country while fighting the War on Terror and 
defending democracy and freedom. 

f 

THE ISSUE OF CRIMINAL ALIENS, 
HOW THEIR DEPORTATION AF-
FECTS THEIR HOMELAND 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
enter into the RECORD an editorial from the 
New York CaribNews newspaper dated May 
16, 2006 that draws attention to the ‘‘long-
standing and thorny problems’’ associated with 
the deportation of criminal aliens and the re-
sulting initiatives needed to re-integrate them 
into the society of their Caribbean homeland. 

The article addresses Caribbean born indi-
viduals who have broken the law in the United 
States and subsequently banished back to 
their homeland. There are varying opinions 
surrounding the re-integration of criminal 
aliens. Some feel that their return is creating 
serious problems while others blame the situa-
tion on the United States and other country 
that deport them. 

Mary Kramer, the U. S. Ambassador to sev-
eral Caribbean nations believes that the de-
ported criminal aliens are no real threat to the 
Caribbean states and are in fact productive 
law-abiding citizens. She also asserts that the 
criminal aliens are not playing a significant 
role in the upsurge in crime in the Caribbean. 
Grenada’s Prime Minister, Dr. Keith Mitchell 
shares his opinion that in the criminal enter-
prise Americans have imparted all of their bad 
ways on the aliens and then deport them back 
to their regions as hardened criminals. P.J. 
Patterson, former Prime Minister of Jamaica 
cautions Ms. Kramer against relying on the 
U.S. statistics and conclusions reached by 
U.S. researchers. In this article he shares a 
concern about the relationship maintained by 
criminal aliens and gang members abroad. 

In the article, the editor offers several solu-
tions to solve the problem of coping with de-
ported criminal aliens. Similar pilot programs 
have been developed and implemented in 
other countries. Based on the statistics, there 
will continue to be an influx of criminal deport-
ees to the Caribbean. If other well-to-do na-

tions are truly interested in the economic and 
social development of the island-nations they 
should be prepared to assist financially in the 
re-integration process for Caribbean criminal 
aliens. 

Mr. Speaker: I submit this interesting and in-
formative editorial from the CaribNews news-
paper for submission to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

[From the New York CaribNews, May 16, 
2006] 

CRIMINAL ALIENS: AN EDITORIAL 
Just when everyone thought that the ques-

tion of why undocumented immigrants 
should stay in the United States was the 
only item on the table for discussion, we 
have been jolted back to reality to deal with 
a long-standing and thorny problem: crimi-
nal aliens. 

From London, Ottawa, Toronto, Kingston 
and Bridgetown to New York, Washington 
and other cities, we are being forced to focus 
our attention once again on the deportation 
of persons who have broken the law in the 
countries to which they have emigrated from 
the Caribbean. 

The trouble is that in deporting immi-
grants who have committed crimes in the 
U.S., Canada and the United Kingdom, are 
creating serious problems for their friends 
and allies in the Caribbean. 

That issue is at the root of a dispute in-
volving the U.S. Ambassador to several na-
tions in the region—Antigua, Barbados, 
Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts-Nevis, St. 
Lucia and St. Vincent. 

It seems as if Mary Kramer, America’s top 
diplomat to those island-nations, has con-
vinced herself that not only are the criminal 
aliens no real threat to the Caribbean states 
but they are productive law-abiding citizens 
in their homeland. 

Nothing can be further from the truth. 
Granted, some of them have become pro-

ductive citizens. Also true, the U.S. has a re-
sponsibility to protect its borders and its 
people from persons, whether native born or 
immigrants from disrupting the society. And 
it can do that by enforcing its law. 

But to ignore the hard reality of what’s 
happening in the Caribbean, Jamaica, Trini-
dad and Tobago and Guyana, included, is 
akin to burying one’s head in the proverbial 
sand by pretending that choirboys and girls 
are being shipped to the region. 

That’s unreal. 
According to a news agency report, Kramer 

believes that the deportees are not playing a 
significant role in the upsurge in crime in 
the Caribbean. In addition, she wants to get 
the word out that the U.S. was ‘‘not deport-
ing people who go to the U.S. as very small 
children and learn bad behavior.’’ 

The evidence indicates otherwise. Many of 
the persons deported to Jamaica, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Grenada, St. Lucia, Guyana, 
Haiti, Barbados and their neighbors left the 
U.S. as underage children and were sent back 
as hardened criminals. Just as bad they had 
lived in the U.S. for so long that on their re-
turn they knew no one and nobody knew 
them, a point made by Grenada’s Prime Min-
ister, Dr. Keith Mitchell, when he addressed 
Grenadians at a recent town meeting in 
Brooklyn. ‘‘They are sending people from 
America and they got all of their bad ways 
in America and Canada and they send them 
back to the region,’’ was the Dr. Mitchell put 
it. ‘‘Each time you notice a problem home 
involving young people there is someone 
from North America (involved in Grenada).’’ 

It’s clear that criminal aliens are causing 
problems, serious problems in the English, 
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