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a smile, and eagerly attacks any opportunity to 
help a constituent. When she retires on July 3, 
2006, Idahoans and all Americans will be los-
ing a truly great public servant. The level of 
responsiveness and accountability that Merry 
exemplifies as a liaison officer embodies my 
belief that government must be the people’s 
servant, not their master. It is for these rea-
sons, Mr. Speaker, that I ask my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing the accomplishments and career 
of Mrs. Trudeau, and thanking her for diligent 
service to Idaho and the United States. 
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES MCCANN 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a leader in the field of education, 
James McCann, who is retiring after 20 years 
as the Superintendent of Lamphere Schools in 
Madison Heights, Michigan and a total of 40 
years in education. I have been pleased to 
work with Jim McCann and know him as an 
active and passionate advocate for the public 
education system and the students it serves. 

Mr. McCann graduated from Eastern Michi-
gan University in 1966 and worked as a teach-
er and administrator for the Archdiocese of 
Detroit from 1966–1971. Joining the Lamphere 
School District, Mr. McCann was a high school 
teacher from 1971–1972, and then went on to 
serve as an Administrative Assistant, Assistant 
Principal, Middle School Principal and High 
School Principal before becoming Lamphere 
Schools’ Superintendent in 1986. 

Although Mr. McCann has many accom-
plishments in his 20 years as Superintendent, 
his success in the use of technology as a 
teaching tool is perhaps the most significant. 
He was inspired to focus on technology in the 
classroom in 1980 when he attended a sum-
mer institute sponsored by Harvard University 
and the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology. 

Under Mr. McCann’s leadership, Lamphere 
became the first district in the State of Michi-
gan to have Internet access in the classroom, 
and in 1996 became the JASON Project Pri-
mary Internet site for the State of Michigan, 
helping students from across the state experi-
ence real time scientific adventures. For the 
past 8 years, he served as the Chairman of 
the Oakland County Superintendents’ Com-
mittee for Instructional Technology. He was 
recognized for these and other accomplish-
ments when he became the winner of the first- 
ever ‘‘Tech-Savvy Superintendent Award,’’ 
given for leadership and vision in the area of 
educational technology. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. McCann, a genuine leader 
in the field of education. He has worked tire-
lessly to improve the Lamphere School District 
and public education throughout Michigan. I 
have been privileged to work with him in many 
endeavors and to witness his devotion first-
hand. To Jim and Karen, many, many thanks 
from the community at large and my best per-

sonal regards, as you enter the next chapter 
in your lives. 
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Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor West Deptford, New Jersey resident 
and United States Marine Corps Sergeant 
Brian D. Stinger for his outstanding service 
and heroic action while stationed in Japan. 

Sergeant Stinger recently received the Navy 
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal for sav-
ing the life of a Japanese man who caught fire 
while filling a generator with gas. At great risk 
to his personal safety, Sergeant Stinger re-
trieved a fire extinguisher and put out the fire. 
His heroic efforts saved this man’s life. 

Mr. Speaker, the actions of Brian Stinger 
prove that our military service members per-
form acts of heroism, on and off the battlefield, 
every day. I applaud his brave and selfless 
act, and I thank him for his service to our Na-
tion. I wish him all the best in his future en-
deavors. 
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL AREA 
HEALTH EDUCATION CENTERS 
ORGANIZATIONS 

HON. LEE TERRY 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I want to 
call attention to an important event occurring 
in my district and recognize the two programs 
giving rise to this event, which have had a tre-
mendous impact on the health care of under-
served populations in our country. Beginning 
June 10 and continuing through June 14, the 
Nebraska Area Health Education program and 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center are 
sponsoring the National Area Health Edu-
cation Center Organization’s (NAO) annual 
meeting in my district in Omaha, Nebraska. I 
want to use the opportunity of the national 
meeting to illustrate the importance of Area 
Health Education Centers (AHECs) and Health 
Education Training Centers (HETCs) through 
the many services and programs they offer. 

Area Health Education Centers, established 
by Congress in 1971, are academic-commu-
nity partnerships that train health care pro-
viders at sites and in programs that are re-
sponsive to state and local needs. AHECs im-
prove the supply, distribution, diversity and 
quality of the health workforce and increase 
access to health care in medically under-
served areas. Furthermore, AHECs facilitate 
coordination of the resources of health science 
centers with local educational and clinical re-
sources, which in turn establishes a network 
that provides multi-disciplinary educational 
services to students, faculty, and practitioners. 

Health Education Training Centers, estab-
lished in 1989, provide community health edu-
cation and health professions training pro-
grams in areas of the United States with se-
verely underserved populations, such as bor-
der states. Together, AHEC and HETC pro-
grams recruit, train, and retain health profes-
sionals committed to serving underserved pop-
ulations and provide community programs for 
specific populations with severe unmet health 
needs. Across the country, there are 61 
AHEC/HETC programs and 215 affiliated 
AHEC centers that collaborate with over 120 
medical schools and 600 nursing and allied 
health schools to improve the health of the un-
derserved. 

As reported by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, in a typical year, 
AHECs alone will train 37,000 health profes-
sions students in community-based sites, pro-
vide health career enhancement and recruit-
ment activities of 20 hours or more to 42,000 
high school students, and provide continuing 
education to 315,000 health care providers. In 
FY 2005, nearly 10,000 physicians partici-
pated in mentoring and training activities to 
students in community sites. Also, AHEC/ 
HETCs were credited with providing training in 
medically underserved communities to over 
47,000 health professions students. 

Recent studies and reports express serious 
concern regarding the current and predicted 
shortage of health care professionals across 
the country, which further illustrates the impor-
tant work of AHEC/HETCs. In 2005, AHECs/ 
HETCs were successful in introducing health 
careers to 300,000 students ranging from kin-
dergarten through college. 

Mr. Speaker, AHEC/HETC programs serve 
many important purposes with respect to the 
recruitment, retention, education and training 
of health professionals in underserved areas. 
Today, I would like to fully recognize, appre-
ciate and honor the efforts and activities of 
AHEC/HETC programs and centers through-
out the United States in addressing the na-
tion’s most critical health care and health care 
access issues. I hope my colleagues will join 
me in commending all the participants in 
Omaha on the occasion of their national meet-
ing, and thanking them for their service to our 
country. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 12, 2006 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, 
June 9, 2006, I was unable to cast my floor 
votes on rollcall numbers 242, 243, 244, 245, 
246, 247, 248, 249 and 250. The votes I 
missed included eight amendments to H.R. 
5522 and the final passage of the Foreign Op-
erations Appropriations Act. 

Had I been present for the votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 242, ‘‘aye’’ on roll-
call 243, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 244, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
245, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 246, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
247, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 248, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 249 
and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 250. 
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