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My Senate colleagues and I are filled 

with pride at the bravery, skill, and 
valor of our soldiers on the front line. 
We are grateful for their service, and 
we congratulate them for last week’s 
successful mission to rid Iraq of its No. 
1 terrorist. 

Our resolution also commends our 
Nation’s civilian and military leader-
ship, which includes President Bush 
and Defense Secretary Rumsfeld, for 
their continuing efforts to eliminate 
the leadership of al-Qaida in Iraq. 

Prime Minister Maliki and the new 
democratically elected Government de-
serve our gratitude and commendation. 

Here in the Senate, we will continue 
to support our men and women in uni-
form, the democratically elected Gov-
ernment of Iraq, and the Iraqi people as 
they strive for a free, prosperous, and 
democratic future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ROBERT 
DOLE 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this Sun-
day marked the 10th anniversary of 
Senator Robert Dole’s retirement from 
the U.S. Senate. From humble begin-
nings on the plains of western Kansas, 
Bob Dole has risen to become one of 
our most accomplished and respected 
public figures of the 20th century. 

Bob Dole arrived in Congress in 1960 
as a representative of the Sixth Dis-
trict of Kansas. He was immediately 
chosen by his fellow freshman col-
leagues to lead the freshman class. His 
ability to lead and inspire, his dry wit 
and savvy, would characterize his as-
cent to the peaks of political life. 

Bob Dole was reelected for three 
more terms before being elected to the 
Senate in 1968. 

In 1971, Senator Dole was chosen to 
lead the Republican National Com-
mittee, a position he held for 2 years. 

It was a tumultuous time for Amer-
ica. His steady hand earned him the 
Vice Presidential nomination alongside 
Gerald Ford in the 1976 election. 
Jimmy Carter won. But that didn’t 
hinder Senator Dole’s steady climb. 

Over the next decade, Senator Dole 
moved up through the leadership 
ranks, and in 1984, he was elected to 
succeed Senator Howard Baker as ma-
jority leader. While Democrats re-
gained control of the Senate in 1986, 
Senator Dole continued to lead his 
party as minority leader. In 1994, Re-
publicans swept Congress, and Senator 
Dole was once again elected majority 
leader. His 12 years as the leader of his 
party in the Senate set a record, and 
made him the longest serving Senate 
leader of the Republican Party since 
its founding in 1854. 

I learned a lot from Leader Dole dur-
ing my first few years here. We saw eye 
to eye on most issues, but when we 
didn’t, he always encouraged me to 
vote my conscience. 

He respected my commitment to 
family, and with three young sons, he 

was always careful to ensure that the 
schedule wouldn’t run over my time 
with my wife and children. 

And he took the time to listen to all 
colleagues. While many remember his 
famous admonition, in meeting after 
meeting, to ‘‘work it out,’’ what fewer 
recall is that he would pursue votes, 
and ideas, and solutions over and over 
and over to lead to the point where, in-
deed, we could ‘‘work it out.’’ 

Our Senate party was in good hands 
under his stewardship. He was a good 
partner for President Reagan, and 
President Bush. And the respect Presi-
dent Clinton paid him was impressive, 
even across party lines. 

I was proud to begin to know him 
during my early years here. His por-
trait hangs on the wall in my con-
ference room, making him part of our 
leadership meetings every week I have 
often thought about what he might do 
when challenging situations arise 
around here. 

And as much, I have often wondered 
what quip he might have offered to 
break the tension at a tough moment. 

With my leadership team, we have 
made some tough calls under his 
watchful gaze. In 1996, Senator Dole 
was chosen by the party to run as its 
Presidential nominee. It was the cap-
stone to a remarkable career. 

World War II hero, dedicated public 
servant, master of the Senate, and 
champion of the conservative cause, 
Senator Dole has stamped his place in 
American political history. Although 
he has left office, the elder statesman 
has in no way retired. He has authored 
two best-selling books on political 
humor, and a personal memoir of his 
life as a soldier. He is invited to speak 
all over the world to offer his wit and 
keen insights into the issues of our 
time. President Reagan once said of 
Senator Dole, ‘‘His title of Leader is 
not just a job title, it’s a description of 
the man.’’ This plain-spoken, honest 
and humble man from Russell, KS, is 
the genuine article. 

One of the brightest stars of the 
Greatest Generation, Senator Dole 
served his country with bravery and 
dedication. He has earned the affection 
and respect of his fellow citizens. And 
he will always be remembered for his 
humor, his leadership, graciousness 
and humility—and for the honor he has 
brought to political life. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 

the first half of the time under the con-
trol of the majority leader or his des-
ignee and the second half of the time 
under the control of the Democratic 
leader or his designee. 

The Senator from Alaska. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ROBERT 
DOLE 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, yester-
day, we honored our colleague, Senator 
ROBERT BYRD, for achieving an impor-
tant milestone in our Senate’s history. 
Today, we come to the floor to pay 
tribute to another man who stands out 
as a giant among those who have 
served in this Chamber. Senator Bob 
Dole, last Sunday, marked the 10-year 
anniversary of his retirement from the 
Senate. 

Bob Dole and I came to the Senate at 
the same time. We have worked to-
gether a great deal. When I was Repub-
lican whip and he was our party’s Vice 
Presidential nominee, I was asked to 
help him prepare for his debate when 
he debated Walter Mondale—the first 
Vice Presidential debate in history. 

Bob helped us pass the Alaskan Na-
tive Land Claims Settlement Act, 
which paved the way for the Trans- 
Alaska Pipeline. And he supported the 
Alaska Lands Act and the Alaska Rail-
road Transfer. In short, Bob Dole is a 
great personal friend, a friend to me 
and to Alaska. 

Bob was—and still is—a leader in the 
truest sense of the word. Whenever I 
think of Bob Dole, I think of the great 
many men I have known who were test-
ed in World War II. Like my good 
friend Senator INOUYE, Bob Dole is a 
true war hero. He was tested in war and 
injured and struggled back through a 
long recovery. Like all great leaders, 
Bob takes great challenges of life and 
uses them to improve the world around 
him. 

Having been injured in World War II, 
he dedicated much of his time in public 
service to improving the opportunities 
for disabled Americans. 

Those of us in the Senate who were 
fortunate enough to call Bob a col-
league for 27 years, chose him to serve 
as our leader six times, when we were 
in the majority and the minority. He 
reached out to those who disagreed 
with him. He listened to advice. You 
never had to ask him twice to know 
where he stood; his word was—and is— 
his bond. As President Reagan said: 

His title of leader is not just a job title, 
it’s a description of the man. 

I think Bob’s decision to resign his 
seat rather than stay in the Senate and 
campaign for the Presidency dem-
onstrates what a devoted public serv-
ant he is. I have now been in the Sen-
ate over 30 years, and I have seen Mem-
bers of this body run for President and 
miss vote after vote because they were 
on the road campaigning. 

Bob Dole loved the people of Kansas 
too much to leave them without a 
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