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preserve and celebrate this heritage. 
The city’s many historic attractions 
include the Granary Rural Cultural 
Center, Dacotah Prairie Museum, and 
J.L. Zeitlow Telephone Pioneer Mu-
seum, among others. In addition, Aber-
deen is home to and promotes a lively 
and renowned antique market. 

Perhaps Aberdeen’s most famous 
early resident was Lyman ‘‘Frank’’ 
Baum, who would eventually write 
‘‘The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.’’ During 
his time in Aberdeen, Baum owned a 
store, Baum’s Bazaar and later edited 
The Aberdeen Saturday Pioneer. Many 
believe that Baum’s description of Kan-
sas in ‘‘The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 
‘‘was based on his time in Aberdeen. 
Storybook Land, a theme park based 
on ‘‘The Wonderful Wizard of Oz,’’ com-
memorates Baum. Another nationally 
known figure from Aberdeen in more 
recent times is former Senate Majority 
Leader Tom Daschle. 

Other institutions in the Aberdeen 
area include two 4 year universities, 
Northern State University and Presen-
tation College; a top flight medical 
center, Avera St. Luke’s Hospital; 
Wylie Park recreational area; and of 
course plenty of good hunting and fish-
ing. 

Aberdeen combines the warmth and 
friendliness of a small town with the 
cosmopolitanism associated with larg-
er communities. I am pleased to recog-
nize the achievements of Aberdeen, and 
to offer my congratulations to the resi-
dents of the city on this historic mile-
stone. As the city motto states, Aber-
deen is indeed ‘‘A Great Place to 
Live.’’∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF MELLETTE, SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the 125th anniversary 
of the founding of the city of Mellette, 
SD. 

Mellette was incorporated into South 
Dakota in 1881, with the first store 
opening the same year. The community 
was named after Arthur Mellette, the 
first governor of South Dakota. By 
1882, Mellette was a thriving town with 
39 businesses including doctors, law-
yers, and other professionals. The 
Western Enterprise was the first news-
paper in Mellette, and by the time pub-
lication ended in 1941, the newspaper 
was the oldest, continuous paper in 
Spink County. 

Today, Mellette is the home of 240 
residents, 8 businesses, churches, and 
other civic organizations. The Mellette 
Volunteer Fire Department, estab-
lished in 1895, still keeps residents safe. 
Northwestern Elementary, Middle, and 
High Schools also call Mellette home. 

I am pleased to announce that 
Mellette celebrated its 125th anniver-
sary with a community celebration on 
May 26 to 27. There were numerous 

events, such as karaoke, a flea market, 
a parade, an antique tractor pull, a 
horseshoe tournament, kid’s games, 
and a Harley motorcycle raffle, fol-
lowed by a community supper. A his-
torical display included ‘‘Old Time’’ 
Mellette videos. The festivities were a 
fitting celebration to honor a wonder-
ful community. 

I am proud to publicly honor 
Mellette on this memorable occasion. 
After 125 years, Mellette still exempli-
fies what it means to be a great South 
Dakota community.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF GROTON, SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I rise to honor the city of Groton, SD, 
and to recognize the 125th anniversary 
of its founding. 

Groton was founded in 1881 in Brown 
County. Still standing from those early 
days is Trinity Episcopal Church which 
was built in 1884 as a place for the 
newly formed town to come together 
and gather as a community. Groton 
now has six churches and multiple 
gathering places to house its growing 
and thriving community. 

Groton is home to the Granary Rural 
Cultural Center. Groton’s commitment 
to fine arts and culture shines through 
in this establishment where art shows 
from artists from both North and 
South Dakota are on display. The Gra-
nary Rural Cultural Center not only 
promotes the arts, but also the herit-
age of those living in the Dakotas 
while celebrating and caring for the 
land. 

One of the most notable pieces of 
Groton’s history took place in 1923 
when $1,000 was stolen from the First 
National Bank, while the tellers were 
held at gunpoint. During the holdup, 
one brave citizen ran outside to ring 
the alarm alerting the authorities of 
the situation. Fortunately, only minor 
injuries were inflicted in the ordeal. 

Groton will be celebrating its 125th 
anniversary with a variety of events. 
Among the festivities will be an all- 
school reunion, Legion baseball, pan-
cake breakfast, water carnival, bingo, 
tractor pull, parade, dance, fireworks 
display, and community church serv-
ice. The anniversary will serve as an 
occasion to bring this close-knit com-
munity even closer together. 

I am proud to publicly recognize 
Groton and congratulate the commu-
nity on this achievement. As the peo-
ple of Groton take this opportunity to 
appreciate how far the city has come 
from its beginnings, I know they will 
understand the important role Groton 
plays in making South Dakota the 
great State that it is.∑ 

CENTENNIAL OF THE FOUNDING 
OF BRENTFORD, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I rise in order to pay tribute to the 
centennial of the founding of the city 
of Brentford, SD. The community is 
distinguished as the only ‘‘Brentford’’ 
in the United States. 

Brentford was established in 1906 
along the Minneapolis and St. Louis 
Railroad line and named by a railroad 
employee for Brentford, England. The 
town was built in less that a year and 
reached a peak population of around 
300, with a current population around 
70. 

There are a church, gas station, res-
taurant, and two construction compa-
nies located in Brentford. Additionally, 
the Brentford Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment serves Brentford City, Tetonka, 
and LaPrairie townships, and part of 
Clifton Township. 

I am pleased to announce that 
Brentford will be celebrating its cen-
tennial on June 23 through 25. There 
are numerous events scheduled, includ-
ing a parade, performances by 
Brentford area musicians, fireworks, a 
paintball tournament, and an antique 
tractor pull. This celebration is a fit-
ting way to recognize this milestone 
for this pleasant and progressive com-
munity. 

One hundred years after its founding, 
Brentford continues to be a vital com-
munity and a great asset to South Da-
kota. I am proud to honor the achieve-
ments of Brentford on this memorable 
occasion.∑ 

f 

HONORING KENNETH BLACK OF 
MAINE 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I wish to 
commemorate the grand opening of the 
Maine Discovery Center and dedication 
of the Chief Warrant Officer Kenneth 
Black Exhibition Hall in Rockland, 
ME. This event represents the culmina-
tion of a lifetime of exceptional 
achievement by former Coastguards-
man Kenneth Black who nearly single- 
handedly amassed the largest collec-
tion of lighthouse lenses on display in 
a museum anywhere in the United 
States. 

The monumental efforts of Ken 
Black, known by many as ‘‘Mr. Light-
house,’’ have been a lifelong pursuit 
and truly a labor of love. Ken started 
his first exhibit many years ago at the 
base of America’s first light Station in 
Boston Harbor. When he was com-
manding officer of the Rockland Coast 
Guard Station in the 1970s, he created a 
display of artifacts at the entryway 
building at the base of the tower, and a 
small collection started to grow and 
take on a life of its own. So much so— 
that when the admiral in charge of the 
first Coast Guard district in Boston 
took note of what Ken was doing, he 
named him as the official curator of 
the First Coast Guard District Marine 
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