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Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I just want to say this is a great vic-
tory today. We are ensuring that these 
students do not have to put away their 
textbooks or even hang up their lab 
coats because of something that we did 
when we thought we were correcting a 
problem. There are enough challenges 
put in front of individuals with severe 
disabilities, and worrying about a place 
to call home while they attend college 
should not be one of them. 

I also appreciate the bipartisan effort 
on this bill and so many other pieces of 
legislation that moved through our 
committee. 

And thank you, Ms. WATERS, for join-
ing me in this effort. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
PRYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5117, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and insert ex-
traneous material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INTERSTATE 
HIGHWAY SYSTEM 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 372) 
recognizing the 50th Anniversary of the 
Interstate Highway System. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 372 

Whereas on June 29, 1956, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signed the Federal-Aid Highway 
Act of 1956 to establish a 41,000-mile National 
System of Interstate and Defense Highways, 
known as the ‘‘Interstate Highway System’’, 
and the Highway Revenue Act of 1956 to create 
a Highway Trust Fund; 

Whereas in 1990, the National System of Inter-
state and Defense Highways was renamed the 
‘‘Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of 
Interstate and Defense Highways’’ to recognize 
President Eisenhower’s role in the creation of 
the system; 

Whereas in 2006, this web of superhighways, 
now spanning a total of 46,876 miles throughout 
the United States, has had a powerful and posi-
tive impact on our national life; 

Whereas the Interstate Highway System has 
proven vital in transporting people and goods 
from one region to another speedily and safely; 

Whereas the Interstate Highway System has 
facilitated trade both within our national bor-
ders and globally and helped create unprece-
dented economic expansion and opportunities 
for millions of Americans; 

Whereas the Interstate Highway System has 
brought diverse communities throughout our 
land closer together and kept us connected to 
one another as well as the larger world; 

Whereas the Interstate Highway System has 
made it easier and often more enjoyable to trav-
el to long-distance destinations and spend time 
with family members and friends who live far 
away; 

Whereas the Interstate Highway System is a 
pivotal component in our national system of de-
fense and emergency preparedness efforts; 

Whereas the Interstate Highway System re-
mains one of our country’s paramount assets as 
well as a symbol of human ingenuity and free-
dom; and 

Whereas this anniversary provides an occa-
sion to both honor one of the largest public 
works achievements of all time and reflect on 
how it can remain effective in the years ahead: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), 
That Congress— 

(1) recognizes the golden anniversary year of 
the Dwight D. Eisenhower National System of 
Interstate and Defense Highways; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of the Federal 
Highway Administration (and its predecessor, 
the Bureau of Public Roads), the State depart-
ments of transportation, and the highway con-
struction industry, including contractors, de-
signers, engineers, laborers, materials producers, 
and equipment companies, for their contribu-
tions to the construction of the Interstate High-
way System and the quality of life of the citi-
zens of the United States; and 

(3) encourages citizens, communities, govern-
ment agencies, and other organizations to pro-
mote and participate in celebratory and edu-
cational activities marking this uniquely impor-
tant and historic milestone. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on House 
Concurrent Resolution 372. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker. I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Thursday, June 29, will mark the 50th 

anniversary of the Federal law that 
brought America its unparalleled inter-
state highway system. This 46,508-mile 
web of superhighways has transformed 
our Nation and our Nation’s economy. 
It is a symbol of freedom and it is a 
tribute to human ingenuity. 

As America entered the 20th century, 
good roads, even paved roads, were not 

common. In addition, it was rare for 
roads in one State to link up with 
roads in adjacent States. Roads might 
lead outward from cities, even to State 
lines, but there was no guarantee they 
would meet other roads in neighboring 
States. The concept of an interstate 
system as we know it today can be 
traced back to a 1939 report to Con-
gress called ‘‘Toll Roads and Free 
Roads.’’ 

In 1944, the National Highway Com-
mittee, appointed by President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt and headed by 
Commissioner of Public Roads Thomas 
MacDonald, produced plans for a na-
tional system of approximately 34,000 
miles of expressways. 

However, it was the efforts of Presi-
dent Dwight David Eisenhower that 
gave us the interstate highway system 
we have today. Eisenhower personally 
witnessed the need for a national high-
way system in 1919, when as a young 
lieutenant colonel in the Army he 
helped staff a convoy of 81 military ve-
hicles from Washington, D.C. to San 
Francisco. It is kind of a modern day 
Lewis and Clark Expedition. The jour-
ney took 62 days, and the convoy aver-
aged 6 miles per hour. On today’s inter-
state system, such a trip could be eas-
ily completed in less than a week. 

During the journey, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Eisenhower formed the opinion 
that the United States desperately 
needed a better highway system. Eisen-
hower made the creation of an inter-
state system a keystone of his domes-
tic agenda when he came into office in 
the early 1950s. 

Eisenhower’s original effort to pass 
legislation to create an interstate sys-
tem went down in defeat in July of 
1955. He was unwilling to accept defeat, 
however, and he resumed his campaign 
in 1956. Eisenhower’s plan required the 
Federal Government to bear the major-
ity of the construction cost, recog-
nizing this massive public works 
project was vital to interstate com-
merce, national defense, and economic 
growth. His plan also established a user 
fee-based financing plan through a gas 
tax and this funding source is still the 
bedrock of the current Federal Aid 
Highway Program. 

Congress passed the Federal-Aid 
Highway Act of 1956 in June of 1956, 
and on June 29, 1956, President Eisen-
hower signed the bill into law and set 
in motion the interstate system as we 
know it today. 

I am honored to be here this after-
noon to recognize the 50th anniversary 
of the interstate system, and I look 
forward to taking part in the other 
events that are planned throughout 
this month to honor this historic anni-
versary. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
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