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and to avoid the sweatshops of New York and 
Chicago made their way to DC to open small 
Mom & Pop shops—groceries, furniture 
stores, tailors, jewelers. The presence of the 
federal government had a profound effect. 
Their clientele included Presidents, Supreme 
Court Justices and Congressmen. The few 
who served in the federal government for the 
century preceding the New Deal gave way to 
a wave of young intellectuals who arrived to 
serve a burgeoning federal government in the 
1930s and ’40s. 

By the 1950s many of the small shops had 
grown into large downtown department 
stores, Hecht’s, Landsburgh’s and Kann’s or 
other stores that spread with the community 
to the suburbs. Along the way the Jewish 
community organized synagogues and Jew-
ish communal organizations. 

Continued growth and prosperity in the 
post WWII era and into the ‘‘modern’’ era 
have created a community that spans three 
jurisdictions—DC and the Maryland and 
Northern Virginia suburbs and includes more 
than 215,000 members. We are now the sixth 
largest Jewish community in the country. 

The Jewish Historical Society of Greater 
Washington is the nation’s central archives 
for this special community. Our collections 
are open to community members and re-
searchers. Our programs, publications, and 
exhibits recount our unique communal his-
tory—at once local and national. 

We first learned of the effort to create a 
special month to call attention to Jewish 
American heritage from a colleague, Marcia 
Zerivitz, the dynamic director of the Jewish 
Museum of Florida. It seemed to us entirely 
appropriate to mark the creation of this spe-
cial month by honoring the many represent-
atives and Senators—our friends and neigh-
bors—that introduced the Congressional Res-
olution that led to President Bush recently 
proclaiming May 2006 as Jewish American 
History month. 

Presentation—Society President Peggy 
Pearlstein: Ms. Wasserman Schultz, Chair-
man Hyde, Chairman Specter, special guests 
and friends: 

In 1654, 23 Jews fled Recife, Brazil, and 
landed in New Amsterdam (now lower Man-
hattan) in search of political and religious 
freedom. These men, women, and children 
were the first of millions of Jews to seek ref-
uge in America—the vanguard of today’s 
American Jewish community—now the larg-
est in the world. 

One hundred and thirty years ago on June 
9, 1876, a small yet committed Jewish con-
gregation gathered to see their dreams of 
building their own shul come to fruition. In 
the presence of President Ulysses S. Grant, 
they dedicated a small but beautiful syna-
gogue building that stands just at the foot of 
Capitol Hill at 3rd and G Streets, NW. 

That building has been a witness to the 
history of the Jewish community, our city 
and our nation. It stands as a testament to 
the endurance of our community and to the 
commitment we have to preserving and car-
ing for our past as we face the future. 

Our Jewish Historical Society is com-
mitted to restoring this special building and 
to educating our community especially its 
youngest members about immigrant history, 
city history, and the continuing story of 
Jewish life in and around our capital city. 

To commemorate the 130th anniversary of 
our local treasure, we have begun a major 
restoration initiative to ensure the build-
ings’ existence for many years to come. The 
building stands as a reminder of where we 
came from and its legacy, an important part 
of where we are going. 

You can learn more about our community 
at a comprehensive exhibit now on display at 
the National Building Museum through July 
4th. This exhibit, Jewish Washington: Scrap-
book of An American Community, recounts 
the role that Washington area Jews have 
played in American Jewish life and in the 
nation’s history. 

This past year, Representative Wasserman 
Schultz and members of her district coordi-
nated a nationwide effort to support passage 
of a resolution calling for a Jewish American 
Heritage month. They were joined in their 
efforts by Representative Hyde and Senator 
Specter resulting in unanimous approval, in 
both houses of Congress for the resolution. 
In April, President Bush signed the procla-
mation declaring the inauguration of Jewish 
American Heritage Month in May. 

We have gathered to celebrate this Presi-
dential Proclamation and to honor the three 
members of Congress who introduced the res-
olution supporting that proclamation: 

It is my pleasure to present each of them 
with a very special gift. 

This is a tzedakah box that is a miniature 
of the historic 1876 synagogue which our or-
ganization stewards. It was the first perma-
nent home to Adas Israel Congregation. I 
hope that it will remind you of our apprecia-
tion for your role in commemorating Jewish 
American Heritage. 

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, 20th District of Florida. 

Congressman Henry Hyde, 6th District of 
Illinois. 

Senator Arlen Specter, State of Pennsyl-
vania. 

We also would like to take this oppor-
tunity to present a tzedakah box to Presi-
dent Bush and ask Jay Zeidman to accept on 
the president’s behalf. 

I want to thank everyone for attending 
what we hope will become an annual event. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘SOLAR 
UTILIZATION NOW (SUN) ACT OF 
2006’’ 

HON. LAMAR S. SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I 
have introduced the ‘‘Solar Utilization Now 
(SUN) Demonstration Act of 2006.’’ 

The ‘‘SUN Act’’ encourages state govern-
ments and private industry to team up to apply 
for federal grants. This will enable them to buy 
solar energy panels at nearly half the cost. 

This bill is good for our energy security, na-
tional security and environmental security. 

The answer to much of our energy needs 
comes up every morning. Solar power is 
clean, plentiful and has zero emissions and 
zero waste. 

All states are eligible to participate and are 
required to contribute at least 10 percent of 
the funding. The federal government matches 
the grant at a maximum of 40 percent. The 
rest of the money comes from utilities or pri-
vate industry. 

Congress has a responsibility to help pro-
mote this new technology and I am pleased 
that this bill already has significant bipartisan 
support. 

RECOGNIZING THE JAVITS-WAG-
NER-O’DAY PROGRAM AND THE 
SAN ANTONIO LIGHTHOUSE FOR 
THE BLIND 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program, 
often referred to as JWOD. This important fed-
eral program provides needed employment 
opportunities for people with disabilities. In 
fact, JWOD provides more than 40,000 Ameri-
cans who are blind, or who have other severe 
disabilities, with the job skills and training nec-
essary to earn good wages and benefits, al-
lowing them to gain greater independence and 
quality of life. 

People with disabilities are often under-
served in this nation. They traditionally face an 
unemployment rate of 70 percent, and thus 
rely heavily upon social support programs. 
JWOD empowers these Americans by helping 
them enjoy full participation in their community 
and marketing their JWOD skills into other 
public or private sector jobs. This, in turn, in-
creases their independence and self-esteem. 

The National Industries for the Blind (NIB) 
and NISH work with local nonprofit organiza-
tions nationwide to create new employment 
opportunities for people with blindness or se-
vere disabilities. Such efforts benefit my con-
stituency in San Antonio, Texas. Dem-
onstrating a superlative federal-private sector 
partnership, NIB, NISH, and local nonprofits, 
such as San Antonio Lighthouse for the Blind, 
enhance opportunities for economic and per-
sonal independence for people who are blind 
or who have other severe disabilities, primarily 
through creating, sustaining, and improving 
employment. 

Through the JWOD program, San Antonio 
Lighthouse for the Blind provides employment 
opportunities and training for over 5,000 peo-
ple each year with visual and other severe dis-
abilities. This enables them to lead more pro-
ductive and meaningful lives, support their 
families, and gain important work experience. 

On behalf of people with disabilities, I recog-
nize and honor the important contributions of 
JWOD and the San Antonio Lighthouse for the 
Blind. Their tireless work to enhance employ-
ment opportunities for people with visual and 
other severe disabilities does a great service 
to the city of San Antonio and its citizens. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HOUR OF POWER 
FULL GOSPEL TABERNACLE, INC. 

HON. MELISSA A. HART 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate the Hour of 
Power Full Gospel Tabernacle, Inc. of Farrell, 
Pennsylvania on its 30th anniversary. 

On Saturday July 1, 2006 the Hour of 
Power Full Gospel Tabernacle, Inc. will hold 
its 30-year anniversary celebration at the 
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Shenango Valley Senior Center in Hermitage, 
Pennsylvania. At the celebration the church 
will also hold a Recognition Banquet. 

I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Hour of Power Full Gospel Taber-
nacle, Inc. on its 30th Anniversary. It is an 
honor to represent the Fourth Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania. 

f 

HONORING THE CITY OF MERIDEN, 
CONNECTICUT ON THE OCCASION 
OF ITS 200TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the City of Meriden, 
Connecticut, on the occasion of its 200th Anni-
versary on June 16, 2006. 

This city was known as the North Farms 
area of nearby Wallingford until 1806, when it 
was officially recognized as the Town of Meri-
den. The 1800s saw the beginnings of what 
would become a torrent of manufacturing ac-
tivity in the city. Belts, hoops, pewter, guns, 
cutlery, nails, buttons, lamps, ivory combs, tin 
ware, organs, coffee grinders, and silver—the 
product that would lend its luster to Meriden’s 
reputation as the ‘‘Silver City’’—were all manu-
factured here. Stately mansions were con-
structed as manufacturers prospered. As the 
thriving city’s population grew to over 24,000 
in 1900, the Castle Craig was dedicated in 
Hubbard Park and the Curtis Memorial Library 
opened soon thereafter. 

In the 1920s, the airport was built and the 
downtown traffic tower erected. Although the 
world wars and the depression brought hard-
ships to the city as well as to the rest of the 
country, in March 1944, Meriden was proudly 
honored as ‘‘The Nation’s Ideal War Commu-
nity’’ for its industrial and patriotic contributions 
to the Nation. 

During the mid-1900s, some of the city’s 
older businesses, including International Sil-
ver, moved or closed. Urban redevelopment 
changed the look of some sections, but the 
‘‘pleasant valley’’—possibly the ancient mean-
ing of the name Meriden—endured. Newly ar-
riving immigrants added their own energy to 
the growing town. Civic groups grew in num-
bers and in service; daffodils, long planted at 
Hubbard Park, became the city’s official flower 
with the celebration of the inaugural Daffodil 
Festival in April 1978. 

In recent years, Meriden’s downtown has 
undergone a renaissance, as a new hospital 
was erected and many corporate headquarters 
relocated to the east side of town on Re-
search Parkway. City manufacturing firms 
produce electronics, nuclear instruments, auto-
motive devices, plastics, gaskets, communica-
tions equipment, filters, vaccines, jewelry, 
food, candy, pewter, tools, and machines. The 
city is proud of its past as it eagerly embraces 
its future. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent the 
city of Meriden in the United States House of 
Representatives, and I extend my best wishes 
to the city and its citizens for another 200 
years of prosperity. 

IN RECOGNITION OF HAYLEY 
HEATH FOR OUTSTANDING ACA-
DEMIC ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH 
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is a 
great honor for me to rise today to extend my 
congratulations to Hayley Heath, a student in 
my district whose academic achievement in 
her National History Day project will be shared 
with the Nation. 

National History Day encourages students 
to examine the past in order to create a better 
future. The students’ projects allow for cre-
ativity in displays through exhibits, documen-
taries, and performances as they focus on a 
specific event or time period in history. In 
shaping America’s future leaders, educators 
share a certain responsibility in allowing young 
people the opportunity to thoroughly examine 
and analyze the subject of history. 

Hayley Heath, a student at the PATS Center 
in Pensacola, Florida, is one student who is 
seizing this opportunity. Her National History 
Day project, entitled ‘‘Forcing Justice: James 
Meredith Takes a Stand against Segregation 
at Ole Miss,’’ won her great recognition at the 
district and State levels. Hayley was chosen 
as one of the twelve students selected from 
over thousands of entries across the Nation to 
display her National History Day exhibit in the 
White House Visitor’s Center on June 15, 
2006. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I would like to offer my sincere con-
gratulations to a student who serves as a 
shining example of the hope we invest in the 
future of our Nation. I congratulate Hayley for 
her achievement and the recognition she will 
receive, and commend her for all of her hard 
work and dedication. I join with the citizens of 
Florida’s First District in wishing her the best 
in all her future endeavors and thanking her 
teachers for their guidance as they continue to 
strive for academic excellence. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 850 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, in 
the course of my excused absence from offi-
cial duties on Thursday, June 8, 2006, I re-
grettably missed the vote on the question of 
consideration of H. Res. 850, providing for 
consideration of the bill H.R. 5252, the Com-
munications Opportunity, Promotion, and En-
hancement Act of 2006. A point of order arose 
on the grounds that the bill included unfunded 
mandates as defined by the Congressional 
Budget Office, CBO. 

It was argued that based on supposed inter-
governmental mandates identified by CBO, the 
threshold required under the rule for identi-
fying the unfunded mandate had been met, 
and thus was subject to a point of order. CBO 

stated that in implementation of the COPE 
Act, new entrants along with incumbent cable 
providers, while engaged in a national fran-
chise as proposed by the bill would be re-
quired to pay each franchise authority six per-
cent of their gross revenues as a fee to sup-
port use of local rights-of-way and local Public 
Education Government channels. This pay-
ment was seen as an unfunded mandate. 

However, under all franchise agreements 
across the country, companies are required to 
pay this type of fee in some form. It is not 
something newly mandated. I believe that the 
bill merely continues, and in most estimates, 
could exceed, the current flow of money from 
cable providers to local franchise authorities. 
In doing this, I believe the bill’s authors in-
tended to make sure that cities would not lose 
revenue they counted on from local franchise 
agreements, and I fully support that cause. 

Due to this, I would have supported the op-
portunity to consider H.R. 5252, so that a true 
debate could continue on the underlying provi-
sions of the bill. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I was inadvert-
ently detained and missed rollcall votes No. 
251–254. Had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on each. 

f 

‘‘BLUSTER BACKFIRES’’ 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
anyone who doubts the wisdom of the con-
stitutional requirement that important officials 
be confirmed by the Senate before taking up 
their jobs should ponder the disastrous exam-
ple of John Bolton, whom the Senate declined 
to confirm as Ambassador to the U.N., and 
who received a recess appointment from 
President Bush. His tenure has been disas-
trous, leading to a diminution of American in-
fluence and a failure to accomplish legitimate 
American goals. 

Like many other Americans, I greatly regret-
ted the fact that Deputy Secretary General 
Mark Malloch Brown recently gave a speech 
strongly critical of America’s role regarding the 
U.N., but my regret was aimed not at Mr. 
Brown for giving the speech, but at the Bush 
administration, and specifically Ambassador 
Bolton, for actions that led to the speech. As 
a Member of Congress, I am troubled by the 
fact that I have to agree with the substance of 
a speech so sharply critical of our Govern-
ment, but I believe that Mr. Brown did us a 
service in speaking out, because it may alert 
my colleagues in Congress and the American 
people in general of the need to press for a 
change in the disastrous policies that Ambas-
sador Bolton pursues in the President’s name. 
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