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Their parents, their teachers, their classmates, 
the people of New Mexico, and I are proud of 
them. 

Certificate of Merit Award Winners 2005: 
Juanita Martinez, Albuquerque High School; 
Robert Cardwell, Monzano High School; Brit-
ten Smith, Highland High School; Gary R. 
Stinnett, La Cueva High School; Robert San-
chez, Rio Grande High School; Cameron 
Banes, Creative Education Preparatory Insti-
tute; David Gullett, Temple Baptist Academy; 
Ashley Martin, West Mesa High School; 
Leanne Raskob, St. Pius X High School; Jane 
Yein Song, Sandia High School; Dorothy 
Billau, Cornerstone Christian School; Jordan 
Spence, Evangel Christian Academy; Makenzi 
Williamson, Hope Christian Schools; Aaron 
Sims, Menaul High School; Emily Wildsmith, 
Southwest Secondary Learning; Nicholas 
Trumbley, Albuquerque Evening School; Karl 
Nieman, Career Enriched Center; Takesha 
Haynes, New Future High School; Suzia Van 
Swol, East Mountain High School; Erika 
Anaya, Moriarty High School; Samuel Lujan, 
Charter Vocational High School; Jessica R. 
Siegel, Sandia Preparatory School; Felicia 
Fuentes, South Valley Academy; Maggie Eliz-
abeth Crank, Albuquerque; Danielle Threadgill, 
Bernalillo High School; Ruth Ann Huning, Los 
Lunas High School; Marie Jiron, Career Acad-
emy; Jesse Rafael Torres, Mountainair High 
School. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN L. ‘‘JACK’’ 
ASHER 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John L. ‘‘Jack’’ Asher, who has played 
a vital role in the development of Asher’s 
Chocolates, in Lewistown and Souderton, 
Pennsylvania, over the last 51 years. Started 
by his grandfather in 1892, Jack has led the 
company since 1966. 

With over 1,000 molds, Asher’s can be re-
spected as one of the largest candy molding 
companies, and one of the oldest family 
owned and operated candy manufacturers in 
America. The time-tested recipe for success is 
epitomized in the daily operation of one of the 
foremost confectioners in the country. I owned 
a small business for years and I understand, 
along with many others across Pennsylvania, 
the day-in and day-out work it takes to suc-
ceed. I applaud Jack for his commitment to his 
community and his business. 

In early April, Jack was bestowed with the 
national honor of induction into the Candy Hall 
of Fame. This award recognizes Jack for his 
life’s achievements and dedication to the com-
pany, as his contributions to the business and 
the confectionery industry are immeasurable. 

As our economy continues to move in the 
right direction, our small businesses are the 
driving force. These businesses make up our 
communities, neighborhoods and towns. The 
Pennsylvanians who have benefited from the 
efforts of Asher’s Chocolates—as employees, 

chocolate lovers and more—would certainly 
join me in thanking Jack for his contributions 
to the community and the economy, as well as 
serving as an inspiration for the spirit of famil-
ial virtue. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, on June 12, 
2006, I was speaking to a group of profes-
sionals in New York City about my work in 
Congress and, therefore, missed five recorded 
votes. 

I take my voting responsibility very seri-
ously, and had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on recorded vote No. 251, ‘‘yes’’ 
on recorded vote 252, ‘‘yes’’ on recorded vote 
253, ‘‘yes’’ on recorded vote 254, and ‘‘yes’’ 
on recorded vote 255. 

f 

HONORING QUEBECOR WORLD 
PUBLICATIONS 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I ask my 
colleagues to join me today in honoring 
Quebecor World Publications as they mark the 
publication of the one billionth copy of High-
lights magazine. 

Few things in this world are as consistent 
and positive as Highlights magazine has been 
for the past 60 years. Since 1946, Highlights 
magazine has kept parents and kids smiling. 
As a parent, I remember sharing time with my 
two children, Mary Morgan and Chad, while 
reading this wonderful magazine. Countless 
Americans have enjoyed decades of good 
memories thanks to Highlights. 

In an era when we have to guard our kids’ 
access to information like never before, it’s 
nice to know that America can still depend on 
Quebecor and Highlights magazine not only to 
entertain but to teach the morals and values 
we hold dear. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. CHARLES 
HAUGHEY 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
bring to the attention of my colleagues the 
passing of Mr. Charles Haughey, former 
Taoiseach of the Republic of Ireland, and to 
offer my deepest condolences today to the 
Irish nation and to Mr. Haughey’s family and 
loved ones, including especially his wife 

Maureen, his daughter Eimear and his sons 
Conor, Cian and Sean. 

Mr. Haughey served both his constituency 
and the Irish nation with distinction and honor 
over his 35-year career in Dail Eireann. He will 
be most remembered for his key roles in lay-
ing the foundations for Ireland’s economic re-
birth, and in promoting and furthering progress 
towards a lasting peace in Northern Ireland. 

John Hume, the Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate, praised Haughey, saying ‘‘he worked 
very closely with me in preparation for the 
whole movement to get a lasting peace and 
an end to violence with The Downing Street 
Declaration. He privately worked with me in 
the preparation of that Declaration . . . 
Charles Haughey made a positive contribution 
to ending violence and achieving peace on our 
streets.’’ 

Charles Haughey was a major figure in the 
history of the Irish Republic, and his work for 
peace and prosperity at home will forever be 
remembered by friends of this small island so 
important to the history of our own country. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF EUGENE SLAY 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Eugene Slay, a fine member of 
the St. Louis Community in my home state of 
Missouri. Mr. Slay is the son of immigrant 
grandparents, who came from Lebanon to set-
tle in the city of Saint Louis. In 1920, Gene’s 
grandfather, John Slay, created Slay Indus-
tries, a shipping company that has been a 
great addition to the area’s proud legacy of 
transportation commerce. Gene Slay gathered 
the reins of the institution in 1952, and ever 
since has blazed the corporation down a path 
of success, currently employing more than 800 
persons and deriving an annual revenue of 
more than $100 million. 

Of course, Gene Slay has not only been an 
effective and outstanding leader in business, 
but in the St. Louis community as well, giving 
his time to help those less fortunate. Gene 
Slay has always committed himself to activi-
ties that strive to give every person a chance 
to succeed. Specifically, I would like to recog-
nize his work as an exceptional director of the 
Boys’ Club of St. Louis. Mr. Slay has served 
as a member of the institution’s Executive 
Board for 33 years and as its president for 14 
years. Gene Slay has been a vital asset to the 
Boys’ Club, building its endowment to $4.4 
million, allowing the organization to be a help-
ing hand to more than 5,000 youth. 

With these accomplishments in mind, I am 
proud to recognize Gene Slay as a prominent 
St. Louisan and I thank him for his efforts in 
our community. It is my great honor to an-
nounce that the Boys’ Club of St. Louis will 
now be renamed the Gene Slay’s Boys’ Club 
of St. Louis, to acknowledge all of Mr. Slay’s 
hard work and dedication. I congratulate Gene 
Slay on this honor and praise him for all the 
young people that he has helped and will help 
in the future. 
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CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF THE PERRY COUN-
TY FAIR 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the 150th Anniversary of the Perry County Fair 
which is held each year in Pinckneyville, Illi-
nois. 

While no records exist of the first fair in 
1856, oral accounts passed down from those 
who attended describe the Pinckneyville town 
square decorated with tall corn stalks and the 
owners of the prize livestock showing them in 
the street. Although much has changed since 
that initial event 150 years ago, the Perry 
County Fair remains a premier venue of agri-
cultural and horticultural exhibition, as well as 
a place where families come to be entertained 
and old friends renew acquaintances once a 
year. 

As the ‘‘oldest consecutive running fair in Il-
linois,’’ the Perry County Fair has seen much 
of our Nation’s history. The Civil War, Prohibi-
tion, the Great Depression, both WorId Wars, 
the ushering in of two centuries and a millen-
nium all occurred during the time that the 
Perry County Fair has been in operation. 

The Perry County Agricultural Society was 
established as the governing body of the fair 
and continues today as the organization en-
trusted with planning, funding and organizing 
the Perry County Fair. Early records note that 
a $1.00 contribution was good for family entry 
to the first fairs and that $10.00 provided for 
a lifetime family membership. As the fair has 
expanded through the years, the balance of 
providing a first class fair that is affordable to 
all families continues to be a struggle. 

Competition of livestock, produce and the 
tasty results of many closely-guarded family 
recipes have been a staple of the fair since its 
inception. Other attractions at the fair through 
the years have been horse racing, beauty 
pageants, musical entertainment, rides and, 
always, good food. 

Several generations have now enjoyed the 
Perry County Fair and it has become an event 
that not only draws families and friends to-
gether from Perry County but also attracts 
fairgoers from throughout Southern Illinois. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 
Perry County Fair. May it continue to provide 
entertainment for Southern Illinois families well 
into the future. 

f 

HONORING THE CONSECRATION OF 
ELIZABETH CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with tremendous joy and celebration that I rise 
today to honor the consecration of the Eliza-

beth Chapel United Methodist Church in 
Chumuckla, Florida where my wife Vicki and I 
have been members since 2001. 

Elizabeth Chapel has been a home for me; 
a place of solace where I can go to be closer 
to God and get back in tune with what is really 
important in my life. Likewise, the church fam-
ily has acted as a true family to my wife and 
me, continuously offering us their support, en-
couragement, and kindness. 

Elizabeth Chapel United Methodist Church 
has served a vital role in the community of 
Chumuckla since 1937. Originating from the 
marriage of two smaller/churches in the late 
1930’s, the church has remained a quaint 
group of adamant believers whose moral fiber 
and strength is unwavering. 

On September 16, 2004, Hurricane Ivan 
tore through the area, leaving damage, de-
struction, and heartbreak in its wake. The hur-
ricane left the church building irreparable and 
it was soon leveled to begin new construction. 
Though many members of the congregation 
lost their homes or had significant damage to 
their own property in the storm, in the week 
that followed the hurricane, members of the 
church and others in the community came to-
gether descending on the church grounds to 
help FEMA distribute over 60,000 MRE’s as 
well as ice and water to those in need. 

In the months that followed, with the glorifi-
cation of God’s work in their hearts, the com-
munity, congregation and other churches in 
the surrounding area came together to begin 
rebuilding Elizabeth Chapel. It has been nearly 
2 years since Ivan devastated the Gulf Coast, 
and the reconstruction is complete. On Sun-
day, June 11, 2006, I will join in the fellowship 
and celebration of the consecration of the Eliz-
abeth Chapel United Methodist Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I truly represent an incredible 
group of people. It warms my heart that the 
community, congregation, and other churches 
have come together, through the hardships 
and heartache that have been prevalent since 
hurricane Ivan, to once again provide a house 
of worship to the amazingly resilient members 
of Elizabeth Chapel United Methodist Church. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I was absent from 
the House floor during Friday’s rollcall votes 
on 5 amendments to H.R. 5522, the Fiscal 
Year 2007 Foreign Operations appropriations 
measure. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on rollcalls 245, 246, 247, 248, and 249. 

I would have voted in favor of final passage 
of H.R. 5522. 

CONDEMNING HATE CRIMES AND 
RACIAL INTOLERANCE 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I first want to 
thank my friend and fellow Californian, Con-
gressman JOE BACA for organizing this Special 
Order to condemn hate crimes and racial intol-
erance, and particularly to address the very 
dangerous and growing problem of the use of 
the Internet to spread racism, bigotry, preju-
dice and anti-Semitism. 

Mr. Speaker, I can speak personally of the 
horrors that can result from the propagation of 
hate. Such messages can be spread in many 
ways, but perhaps the most recent medium, 
the Internet, is the most effective and there-
fore the most dangerous. Modern technology 
has given us the ability to spread information 
and ideas far and wide almost instantly, and, 
as a result, the world has become very small 
indeed. Hate messages can circle the globe in 
minutes or even seconds. The circumstances 
of the terrorist arrests in Canada, the United 
States, and Europe just this last week are a 
reflection of how quickly messages of intoler-
ance and exhortations to violence can be 
widely spread on the Internet. 

Because of my deep concern for human 
rights, I co-founded the Congressional Human 
Rights Caucus in 1983. In 1995, a number of 
colleagues joined me in founding the Congres-
sional Task Force Against Anti-Semitism to 
address more specifically problems of racial 
intolerance, bigotry, prejudice, and anti-Semi-
tism. I continue to co-chair both groups and 
remain steadfastly committed to fighting such 
ugly and vicious hatred. This is a battle in 
which we must all be engaged. We confront a 
central danger to America’s national interests 
and cannot be complacent in the face of such 
threats. 

Mr. Speaker, the Anti-Defamation League, 
which monitors far-right extremists, reports 
that neo-Nazis and white supremacists have 
capitalized on the recent immigration reform 
debate and have ratcheted up their anti-His-
panic action. Racist use of the national debate 
to further their ideology in pursuit of a ‘‘Whites 
only’’ America is a hateful display and reminds 
us of the insidious racism, prejudice, and anti- 
Semitism that exists and that is spread on the 
Internet. 

The Anti-Defamation League reports a dis-
turbing trend of increased violence against 
Hispanics and of persistently troubling levels 
of anti-Semitism. Games that target particular 
immigrant, ethnic or religious groups are indic-
ative of the deeply-rooted hatred that we con-
front. The recent up-tick in the spread of racist 
shoot-to-kill video games on the Internet is 
very disconcerting. The level and intensity of 
attacks against Hispanics has reached dan-
gerous new highs, with right-wing extremists 
joining anti-immigration groups. The recent 
racist protests and rallies held across our na-
tion are a disgrace to our country and a threat 
to American stability. 

Immigration is likely the most important fac-
tor in the growth of extremist groups, and in 
their gaining new members. We must be vigi-
lant is guarding against the racist, xenophobic 
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