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CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF THE PERRY COUN-
TY FAIR 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the 150th Anniversary of the Perry County Fair 
which is held each year in Pinckneyville, Illi-
nois. 

While no records exist of the first fair in 
1856, oral accounts passed down from those 
who attended describe the Pinckneyville town 
square decorated with tall corn stalks and the 
owners of the prize livestock showing them in 
the street. Although much has changed since 
that initial event 150 years ago, the Perry 
County Fair remains a premier venue of agri-
cultural and horticultural exhibition, as well as 
a place where families come to be entertained 
and old friends renew acquaintances once a 
year. 

As the ‘‘oldest consecutive running fair in Il-
linois,’’ the Perry County Fair has seen much 
of our Nation’s history. The Civil War, Prohibi-
tion, the Great Depression, both WorId Wars, 
the ushering in of two centuries and a millen-
nium all occurred during the time that the 
Perry County Fair has been in operation. 

The Perry County Agricultural Society was 
established as the governing body of the fair 
and continues today as the organization en-
trusted with planning, funding and organizing 
the Perry County Fair. Early records note that 
a $1.00 contribution was good for family entry 
to the first fairs and that $10.00 provided for 
a lifetime family membership. As the fair has 
expanded through the years, the balance of 
providing a first class fair that is affordable to 
all families continues to be a struggle. 

Competition of livestock, produce and the 
tasty results of many closely-guarded family 
recipes have been a staple of the fair since its 
inception. Other attractions at the fair through 
the years have been horse racing, beauty 
pageants, musical entertainment, rides and, 
always, good food. 

Several generations have now enjoyed the 
Perry County Fair and it has become an event 
that not only draws families and friends to-
gether from Perry County but also attracts 
fairgoers from throughout Southern Illinois. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 
Perry County Fair. May it continue to provide 
entertainment for Southern Illinois families well 
into the future. 

f 

HONORING THE CONSECRATION OF 
ELIZABETH CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with tremendous joy and celebration that I rise 
today to honor the consecration of the Eliza-

beth Chapel United Methodist Church in 
Chumuckla, Florida where my wife Vicki and I 
have been members since 2001. 

Elizabeth Chapel has been a home for me; 
a place of solace where I can go to be closer 
to God and get back in tune with what is really 
important in my life. Likewise, the church fam-
ily has acted as a true family to my wife and 
me, continuously offering us their support, en-
couragement, and kindness. 

Elizabeth Chapel United Methodist Church 
has served a vital role in the community of 
Chumuckla since 1937. Originating from the 
marriage of two smaller/churches in the late 
1930’s, the church has remained a quaint 
group of adamant believers whose moral fiber 
and strength is unwavering. 

On September 16, 2004, Hurricane Ivan 
tore through the area, leaving damage, de-
struction, and heartbreak in its wake. The hur-
ricane left the church building irreparable and 
it was soon leveled to begin new construction. 
Though many members of the congregation 
lost their homes or had significant damage to 
their own property in the storm, in the week 
that followed the hurricane, members of the 
church and others in the community came to-
gether descending on the church grounds to 
help FEMA distribute over 60,000 MRE’s as 
well as ice and water to those in need. 

In the months that followed, with the glorifi-
cation of God’s work in their hearts, the com-
munity, congregation and other churches in 
the surrounding area came together to begin 
rebuilding Elizabeth Chapel. It has been nearly 
2 years since Ivan devastated the Gulf Coast, 
and the reconstruction is complete. On Sun-
day, June 11, 2006, I will join in the fellowship 
and celebration of the consecration of the Eliz-
abeth Chapel United Methodist Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I truly represent an incredible 
group of people. It warms my heart that the 
community, congregation, and other churches 
have come together, through the hardships 
and heartache that have been prevalent since 
hurricane Ivan, to once again provide a house 
of worship to the amazingly resilient members 
of Elizabeth Chapel United Methodist Church. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL G. OXLEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I was absent from 
the House floor during Friday’s rollcall votes 
on 5 amendments to H.R. 5522, the Fiscal 
Year 2007 Foreign Operations appropriations 
measure. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on rollcalls 245, 246, 247, 248, and 249. 

I would have voted in favor of final passage 
of H.R. 5522. 

CONDEMNING HATE CRIMES AND 
RACIAL INTOLERANCE 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 13, 2006 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I first want to 
thank my friend and fellow Californian, Con-
gressman JOE BACA for organizing this Special 
Order to condemn hate crimes and racial intol-
erance, and particularly to address the very 
dangerous and growing problem of the use of 
the Internet to spread racism, bigotry, preju-
dice and anti-Semitism. 

Mr. Speaker, I can speak personally of the 
horrors that can result from the propagation of 
hate. Such messages can be spread in many 
ways, but perhaps the most recent medium, 
the Internet, is the most effective and there-
fore the most dangerous. Modern technology 
has given us the ability to spread information 
and ideas far and wide almost instantly, and, 
as a result, the world has become very small 
indeed. Hate messages can circle the globe in 
minutes or even seconds. The circumstances 
of the terrorist arrests in Canada, the United 
States, and Europe just this last week are a 
reflection of how quickly messages of intoler-
ance and exhortations to violence can be 
widely spread on the Internet. 

Because of my deep concern for human 
rights, I co-founded the Congressional Human 
Rights Caucus in 1983. In 1995, a number of 
colleagues joined me in founding the Congres-
sional Task Force Against Anti-Semitism to 
address more specifically problems of racial 
intolerance, bigotry, prejudice, and anti-Semi-
tism. I continue to co-chair both groups and 
remain steadfastly committed to fighting such 
ugly and vicious hatred. This is a battle in 
which we must all be engaged. We confront a 
central danger to America’s national interests 
and cannot be complacent in the face of such 
threats. 

Mr. Speaker, the Anti-Defamation League, 
which monitors far-right extremists, reports 
that neo-Nazis and white supremacists have 
capitalized on the recent immigration reform 
debate and have ratcheted up their anti-His-
panic action. Racist use of the national debate 
to further their ideology in pursuit of a ‘‘Whites 
only’’ America is a hateful display and reminds 
us of the insidious racism, prejudice, and anti- 
Semitism that exists and that is spread on the 
Internet. 

The Anti-Defamation League reports a dis-
turbing trend of increased violence against 
Hispanics and of persistently troubling levels 
of anti-Semitism. Games that target particular 
immigrant, ethnic or religious groups are indic-
ative of the deeply-rooted hatred that we con-
front. The recent up-tick in the spread of racist 
shoot-to-kill video games on the Internet is 
very disconcerting. The level and intensity of 
attacks against Hispanics has reached dan-
gerous new highs, with right-wing extremists 
joining anti-immigration groups. The recent 
racist protests and rallies held across our na-
tion are a disgrace to our country and a threat 
to American stability. 

Immigration is likely the most important fac-
tor in the growth of extremist groups, and in 
their gaining new members. We must be vigi-
lant is guarding against the racist, xenophobic 
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