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This party that was going to be so bi-

partisan will not even let discussion 
take place over whether or not a threat 
occurred. This House is falling down 
around the majority’s promises. 
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b 1715 

IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, let me 
just for a moment talk about where we 
are at this point with immigration re-
form, as from my observation I see the 
Senate has done some of the work. It 
negotiated the bill that they will then 
bring before their house, and further 
negotiations will take place, and bill 
amendments will be made to that legis-
lation. Ultimately they will pass a bill 
on immigration reform in their house. 

We will then have an opportunity on 
our side to do a similar measure. It will 
be different from the Senate when they 
go to conference. In that conference, 
hopefully we will be able to get to a 
bill we can all agree upon, we can send 
to the President, and the President can 
sign into law. 

Let’s not rush to judgment on what 
that legislation will be. This bill is not 
going to be amnesty. This bill is going 
to be one that will secure our borders, 
that will create a virtual fence, one 
that will address the issues of illegal 
immigration, but also address the issue 
of the 12 million undocumented, those 
who find themselves in illegal status 
here in the United States today. The 
human element is as much an impor-
tant part of how we move forward to 
deal with this issue, and I hope that all 
my colleagues keep an open mind as 
the debate moves forward. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
COURTNEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE PRESUMPTION 
OF INNOCENCE FOR ACCUSED 
MARINES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, only those who have been to 
war can truly understand the hell of 
war. I have not been to war, but I know 
enough to understand that when our 
men and women are in harm’s way, we 
should be respectful of the extreme 
dangers they encounter. Most of us 
cannot imagine the stress that those in 

uniform undergo when they have to 
make a split-second decision as to 
whether to fire or be fired upon, to kill 
or be killed. 

Recently in Afghanistan, the vehicle 
convoy of U.S. Special Operations ma-
rines stationed at Camp Lejeune was 
struck by a suicide bomber during an 
ambush. After the incident, why I do 
not know, an Army official felt com-
pelled to speak out in the press. Wheth-
er intentionally or not, this Army offi-
cer implicated the marines in the kill-
ing of Afghanistan civilians by stating, 
‘‘Americans have killed and wounded 
innocent Afghan people.’’ 

His comments were irresponsible and 
without respect for his fellow com-
rades. The four branches of the mili-
tary are a family. No one in the mili-
tary family should be in the news-
papers criticizing a fellow member of 
that family who has been faced with 
death. And, because of his comments to 
the press, these marines have been pub-
licly indicted as indiscriminate killers. 

Mr. Speaker, President Theodore 
Roosevelt once said, ‘‘A man who is 
good enough to shed his blood for his 
country is good enough to be given a 
square deal afterwards. More than that 
no man is entitled, and less than that 
no man shall have.’’ 

To ensure due process for these ma-
rines, all military officials should re-
frain from making public comments or 
expressing their opinions about the in-
cident until the investigation is com-
plete and all the facts are verified. Mr. 
Speaker, our military servicemembers, 
the military family, and certainly 
these marines deserve no less. 
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MEMORIAL DAY: ROLL CALL OF 
THE FALLEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Memorial Day 
will soon be upon us. Eighteen soldiers 
from southeast Texas and troops have 
given their lives in Iraq. These are 
their photographs over here to my left, 
all 18 of them. These are the names of 
those warriors, the roll call of the fall-
en: 

Staff Sergeant Russell Slay, United 
States Marine Corps, age 34. He was 
killed on November 9, 2004. He is from 
Humble, Texas. When Russell told his 
mother he was joining the Marine 
Corps after high school, he told her 
that he knew she would not like it, but 
he joined anyway to serve his country. 

Lance Corporal Wesley Canning, 
United States Marine Corps, age 21, 
killed November 10, 2004. He is from 
Friendswood, Texas. He always wanted 
to be a marine and had the ambition to 
serve for 20 years. He was a proud 
Texan, and when he was home on leave, 
he bought a new pickup truck so he 
could show his marine buddies his 

‘‘Don’t Mess with Texas’’ bumper 
sticker. 

Lance Corporal Fred Lee Maciel, 
United States Marine Corps, age 20, 
killed January 26, 2005. He was from 
Spring, Texas. He was killed in a heli-
copter crash in al-Anbar province on 
his way to begin security preparations 
for the historic Iraqi elections. Four 
days later I was in Iraq to witness 
those successful elections. Lance Cor-
poral Maciel made them possible. 

Private First Class Wesley Riggs, 
United States Army, age 19, killed May 
17, 2005, from Baytown/Beach City, 
Texas. He graduated in just 3 years 
from high school, and he loved agri-
culture. 

Sergeant Bill Meeuwsen, United 
States Army, age 24, killed November 
23, 2005, from Kingwood, Texas. He 
went to Texas A&M, but he dropped out 
of school and enlisted in the Army as a 
result of 9/11. 

Lance Corporal Robert Martinez, 
United States Marine Corps, age 20, 
killed December 1, 2005, from Cleve-
land, Texas. He dreamed of getting a 
degree in education and becoming a 
baseball coach after his career in the 
Marines was over. Today, there is a 
post office in Cleveland, Texas, named 
in his honor. 

Staff Sergeant Michael Durbin, 
United States Army, age 27, killed Jan-
uary 25, 2006, from Houston, Texas. He 
was a gifted artist. The day he was 
killed, he called his wife to tell her 
that he loved her. 

Tech Sergeant Walter Moss, Jr., 
United States Air Force, age 37, killed 
on March 30, 2006, from Houston, Texas. 
He joined the Air Force after high 
school, and he served in Operation 
Desert Storm. He specialized in detect-
ing and defusing makeshift bombs. He 
was killed while defusing an IED. 

Private First Class Kristian 
Menchaca, United States Army, age 23, 
killed June 16, 2006, from Houston, 
Texas. When he joined the Army, 
Kristian wanted to become an infantry-
man. Kristian’s wife stated that being 
in the military was what he always 
wanted to do. He was kidnapped and 
murdered by enemy forces. 

Staff Sergeant Ben Williams, United 
States Marine Corps, age 30, killed 
June 20, 2006, from Orange, Texas. He 
joined right after high school, and he 
served his country for 12 years and was 
on his third duty in Iraq when he was 
killed. 

Lance Corporal Ryan Miller, United 
States Marine Corps, age 19, killed Sep-
tember 14, 2006, from Pearland, Texas. 
He was a third-generation marine, and 
he graduated early so he could enlist 
and follow his father’s and grand-
father’s footsteps. After his tour of 
duty was over, he wanted to become a 
Houston police officer, just like his 
mom and dad. 

Staff Sergeant Edward Reynolds, Jr., 
United States Army, age 27, killed Sep-
tember 26, 2006, from Port Arthur, 
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