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work left to be done, but there is light 
at the end of the tunnel, and it is not 
a locomotive. It is the light of hope, 
liberty, and peace and freedom because 
of the sacrifice and the endurance of 
the fine young men and women in the 
U.S. military serving in harm’s way 
today in Iraq. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

CASEY). The Senator from Vermont is 
recognized. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, last 
night I listened intently to President 
Bush’s State of the Union speech, and, 
frankly, I had a hard time under-
standing what country the President 
was talking about and what reality he 
was talking about. Certainly, if the 
State of the Union refers to what is 
happening to the shrinking middle 
class of this country and how we as a 
people are doing, the President had al-
most nothing to say that rang true. In 
fact, last night’s speech just reminds 
many of us how far removed from the 
reality of ordinary life this President is 
and how little he and his administra-
tion know about what is going on in 
the lives of millions and millions of 
people in cities and towns across this 
country. 

In my view, the President’s speech 
was lacking not just for what he said 
but, perhaps more importantly, for 
what he didn’t say. Somehow, Presi-
dent Bush forgot to mention some of 
the results of his failed economic poli-
cies and how they have impacted the 
lives of ordinary people. So let me take 
a moment, therefore, to review the 
record the President refused to talk 
about last night. 

Since George W. Bush took office in 
2001, nearly 5 million Americans have 
slipped out of the middle class and into 
poverty. These are mostly low-income 
working people whose wages have not 
kept up with inflation. These are peo-
ple all across the country who are try-
ing to make it on $6 or $7 an hour with-
out any health insurance, desperately 
trying to keep their families above 
water. These are, by the way, parents 
and kids in Pennsylvania and in 
Vermont who are now flocking to 
emergency food banks because they 
simply don’t have the income to buy 
the food they need in the United States 
of America in 2008. It might have been 
a sign of decency on the part of the 
President to at least recognize that re-
ality which is impacting so many of 
our people, and the reality that hunger 
in America is actually going up. 

Since George W. Bush has been in of-
fice, median household income for 

working-age Americans has declined by 
almost $2,500. That is a lot of money. 
Also, overall median household income 
has gone down by nearly $1,000. This is 
the shrinking middle class, and maybe 
as people are working longer hours for 
lower wages, maybe as people are 
working 50 or 60 hours a week trying to 
bring in enough money for their fami-
lies to pay the bills, maybe the Presi-
dent might have said a few words to 
them that he understands the reality 
they are experiencing. Maybe he might 
have said to the young people of our 
country that he is concerned if we 
don’t turn around our economy, for the 
first time in the modern history of this 
country their generation will have a 
lower standard of living than their par-
ents; maybe just a few words to those 
young people so they know he knows 
what is going on in their lives. 

But I didn’t hear that. I didn’t hear 
that at all. 

Mr. President, since George W. Bush 
has been in office, 8.6 million Ameri-
cans have lost their health insurance, 
and we are now up to 47 million Ameri-
cans without any health insurance 
whatsoever. Meanwhile, health insur-
ance premiums have increased during 
Bush’s tenure by 78 percent—a huge in-
crease in the cost of health care. 

Last night, while the President gave 
us his usual rhetoric about all of the 
virtues of free market health care, he 
somehow forgot to tell us why we 
spend almost twice as much per capita 
on health care as any other nation, and 
why we are the only major country on 
Earth without a national health care 
program guaranteeing health care to 
all people. The President didn’t even 
tell us why he vetoed legislation that 
would expand health insurance to mil-
lions more children; just the usual 
rhetoric about free market health care, 
which is failing us every single day. 

During his remarks last night, some-
how President Bush neglected to men-
tion that 3 million workers, since he 
has been in office, have lost their pen-
sions—the promises that were made to 
them for their retirement years—and 
about half of American workers in the 
private sector have no pension cov-
erage whatsoever. I didn’t hear much 
from the President about that. 

What I did hear is the President’s 
rhetoric about ‘‘Social Security re-
form,’’ which are code words for the 
privatization of Social Security. At a 
time when seniors are facing more and 
more insecurity than they have seen 
for a very long time, privatizing Social 
Security is the last thing this country 
needs. 

Last night, President Bush once 
again pushed for more unfettered free 
trade agreements, despite the fact that 
since he has been in office the annual 
trade deficit has more than doubled, 
and over 3 million manufacturing 
jobs—good-paying jobs—in this country 
have been lost. It astounds me that, de-

spite the horrendous record of these 
unfettered trade agreements—NAFTA, 
CAFTA, and permanent normal trade 
relations—we have a President who 
says: Look, we have failed year after 
year, we have lost millions of good- 
paying jobs, our trade deficit is soar-
ing, and do you know what the answer 
is? We need more of this failed trade 
policy. In my own small State of 
Vermont, never one of the great manu-
facturing States in this country, we 
have lost, since the President has been 
President, 10,000 manufacturing jobs— 
25 percent of the total or one out of 
four manufacturing jobs. And Presi-
dent Bush says we need more outsourc-
ing; we need corporations to throw 
more American workers out on the 
street so they can run to China and pay 
people 50 cents an hour there, and then 
bring the products back into this coun-
try. 

Last night, President Bush did say a 
word about gas prices going up. But he 
did forget to tell us that since he has 
been President the price of gas at the 
pump, and home heating oil, has more 
than doubled. For whatever reason, he 
also forgot to tell us that, year after 
year, while Americans are paying out-
rageous prices for oil and gas, the oil 
companies are enjoying record-break-
ing profits. I didn’t hear him mention 
anything about that, not one word. 

A couple of years ago, for example, 
ExxonMobil—which has enjoyed huge 
profits while Americans are paying 
$3.15 for a gallon of gas at the pump— 
gave a $398 million retirement package 
for its former CEO, Mr. Lee Raymond. 
And our people are paying $3.15 for a 
gallon of gas. The President forgot to 
talk about that. 

Also, I found it interesting that 
President Bush neglected to discuss 
that for the first time since the Great 
Depression the personal savings rate in 
this country is below zero. This means 
that because of the dire economic con-
ditions facing so many of our people, 
we as a people are actually spending 
more money than we are earning. In 
fact, today, millions of Americans are 
buying their groceries with credit 
cards. They don’t have the cash to buy 
the food they need. They are going into 
debt to buy groceries. And our friends 
in the credit card industry are then 
charging them 25 or 30 percent interest 
rates for the groceries they are buying 
on credit. 

For some reason, last night in his 
State of the Union Address, the Presi-
dent also neglected to mention that 
home foreclosures are the highest on 
record, turning the American dream of 
homeownership into an American 
nightmare for millions of our fellow 
citizens. 

The reason I am raising these issues 
is because if we as a Senate, as a gov-
ernment, do not talk about and discuss 
the reality of life in this country for 
the vast majority of the people, if we 
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do not understand what is going on in 
the cities and towns across our Nation, 
then it will be virtually impossible for 
us to formulate the public policies we 
need to transform our economy so that 
it begins to work well for all of the 
people and not just the wealthiest peo-
ple on top. 

Also, we do not do this enough. It is 
important to take a look at what is 
going on in our country compared to 
what is going on in many other indus-
trialized nations. Very often, I hear 
people on the Senate floor say we are 
the wealthiest and the greatest Nation 
in the world. We are all of these things. 

Let’s look at some of the facts as 
they apply to the lives of ordinary peo-
ple. What country in the industrialized 
world has, by far, the highest rate of 
childhood poverty, where one out of 
five children are living in poverty? Is it 
France, Germany, or the U.K.? No. It is 
the United States of America. One out 
of five children in this country live in 
poverty. And shock of all shocks, we 
end up having the highest rate of incar-
ceration—putting people behind bars— 
of any other country on Earth. If you 
think there is not a correlation be-
tween those two factors, I would 
strongly disagree with you. 

Unfortunately, the U.S. today has 
the highest infant mortality rate of 
any major country on Earth, the high-
est overall poverty rate, the largest 
gap between the rich and the poor, and 
we are the only major country in the 
world not to provide health care to all 
of their its people as a right of citizen-
ship. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the period for 
morning business be extended until 
12:30 p.m., with the time equally di-
vided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SANDERS. With that, I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho is recognized. 

f 

NUCLEAR WASTE POLICY 
AMENDMENTS ACT 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I come to 
the floor to speak about a piece of leg-
islation that has been introduced by 
our colleague, Senator JIM INHOFE, of 
Oklahoma, S. 2551. It is entitled the 
Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments Act 
of 2008. 

The reason I do this is multiple in 
the issue of nuclear energy today and 
the management of the waste stream 
that flows from not only current nu-
clear reactors operating in our energy 
portfolio, but, of course, the growth of 
generating capability through nuclear 
reaction as it relates to all that is 
going on out there from the creation of 
the Energy Policy Act of 2005, the 30- 

plus reactors that are on the drawing 
boards today, and the opportunity to 
see new reactors built in our country 
to supplement and build our energy 
base, and the issue of how we handle 
the waste. 

As most Senators know, Yucca 
Mountain, a permanent deep geologic 
repository in Nevada, has become in-
creasingly controversial over the years 
largely because of the delegation from 
Nevada and the antinuclear folks, but 
also the reality of reprocessing and 
still finding a permanent repository for 
nuclear waste. I strongly support 
Yucca Mountain. I believe we need a 
deep geologic repository, whether it is 
for the current waste that is in storage 
at most of our reactors or whether it is 
for the refined waste that would come 
from a reprocessing stream. So for a 
few moments today I thought I would 
share with fellow Senators a legacy 
that most don’t realize but I find ex-
tremely important in this overall de-
bate of a nuclear renaissance and Con-
gress getting real and honest about 
how we handle a waste stream, instead 
of the political football that some 
would like it to be and, therefore, cre-
ate the uncertainty that results from 
that. 

In my State of Idaho, I have a na-
tional laboratory. The State of Idaho 
hosts one of our Nation’s premier en-
ergy laboratories, known as the INL, 
Idaho National Laboratory. It started 
in 1949. It started for the sole purpose 
of a national reactor testing site, 
where reactors would be built and test-
ed before they went into commercial 
use or, at this time and place, mostly 
military use and for national security 
purposes. So a site that was started in 
1949 actually saw by 1951 the lighting of 
the first light bulb ever lit in America 
by nuclear reaction. That site today is 
now a museum, so dedicated by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson. Many people 
have come to see the first reactor ever 
built to light the first light bulb ever 
lit by nuclear reaction in this country. 

Since that time, 52 test reactors have 
been built onsite at the Idaho National 
Laboratory. Idaho is also, therefore, 
the home of something else—the legacy 
of nuclear reactors. Three hundred 
metric tons of spent nuclear material 
and 4,000 metric tons of high-level 
waste are stored at this national lab-
oratory. Most of this waste was gen-
erated from defense and from our 
Navy’s nuclear program. In fact, one of 
the most successful programs ever in 
the history of the world has been our 
naval vessels powered by nuclear reac-
tion. All of the waste from those reac-
tors over the years has been stored at 
Idaho. 

Idaho was the premier training loca-
tion for our men and women in the nu-
clear Navy to come and learn how to 
manage and operate nuclear reactors in 
our nuclear Navy. We also have waste 
from West Valley in New York, and 

other locations, because Idaho has been 
the recipient of that waste. But I must 
say that as a result of that, the Federal 
Government signed an agreement with 
Idaho some years ago that all of that 
waste would go to Yucca Mountain by 
2035, or to a deep geologic repository 
other than the State of Idaho, where it 
is now stored in dry storage and in wet 
storage. 

There is no other disposable option 
for our Navy’s high-level waste. Be-
cause of the configuration of the waste, 
of those reactor fuel rods, they cannot 
be reprocessed. So they, unlike the 
commercial reactor spent fuel rods, 
have to go into a permanent home and 
permanent waste. Idaho, South Caro-
lina, and the State of Washington are 
all relying on Yucca Mountain for per-
manent disposal of this waste. 

So it is critical that this Senate, this 
Government, doesn’t put aside the 
issue of Yucca Mountain, but that we 
deal with it in a forthright way, that 
we recognize there is truly a need for 
some geologic storage of our types of 
waste, especially our military waste 
that, in many instances, is stored in 
South Carolina, Washington, and my 
State of Idaho. 

As I said in my opening comments, 
since we passed the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005, and we began to streamline the 
process to bring a new design construc-
tion concept on line and grant guaran-
tees for the construction of nuclear re-
actors for commercial electrical pro-
duction, there has been what many call 
a renaissance as it relates to the possi-
bility of pouring concrete to actually 
build new reactors. 

Certainly, the debate of climate 
change, the emission of greenhouse 
gases has caused us to recognize the 
need for what we call baseloading of 
our electrical system with large units 
of production that are nonemitting. 
And, of course, at this time, tech-
nology says the only one that is out 
there in that high-capacity way would 
be a nuclear reactor. That is also clear-
ly what has fed the growth, the desire 
to develop, the licensing process that is 
underway, the design concepts, the at-
tempt to locate new reactors at cur-
rent sites and facilities. 

Something happened in my State of 
Idaho this past week that tells me and 
should tell the world there is still a 
great deal of uncertainty out there as 
it relates to siting a nuclear reactor. 
Part of that uncertainty is the unwill-
ingness of this Congress to get on with 
the issue of siting a deep geologic re-
pository, getting the licensing process 
over, dealing with reprocessing, and 
truly bringing our arms around the 
issue of the waste stream. 

Mid-America, a large utility in the 
Midwest that has recently acquired 
utilities in Idaho and adjoining States 
or at least utilities that feed part of 
Idaho’s electricity, made the decision 
that they would attempt to build a nu-
clear reactor in my State of Idaho. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:18 Sep 24, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\S29JA8.000 S29JA8rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T04:57:52-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




