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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 

MEET 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, January 29, 2008, at 10 
a.m., in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building, in order to hear testi-
mony regarding the nomination of 
Douglas H. Shulman to be Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, January 29, 2008, at 
4 p.m. in order to hold a working coffee 
with Stephen Smith, Foreign Minister 
of Australia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the privilege 
of the floor be extended to Colin Jones, 
a fellow with my office, for the dura-
tion of my speech today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that David Walker, 
a fellow, be given the privilege of the 
floor for this legislative day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VITIATION OF ORDER—H.R. 5140 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the adoption of the motion to pro-
ceed to H.R. 5140, the economic stim-
ulus package, not displace any pending 
measures. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the unani-
mous consent I just asked for, I would 
ask that that be withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to the consid-
eration of S. 2571. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2571) to make technical correc-

tions to the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, 
and Rodenticide Act. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the bill be read three times and passed; 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 

the table; that there be no intervening 
action or debate; that any statements 
be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 2571) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 2571 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO THE 

FEDERAL INSECTICIDE, FUNGICIDE, 
AND RODENTICIDE ACT. 

(a) PESTICIDE REGISTRATION SERVICE 
FEES.—Section 33 of the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. 
136w–8) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(7)— 
(A) in subparagraph (D)— 
(i) by striking clause (i) and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

exempt from, or waive a portion of, the reg-
istration service fee for an application for 
minor uses for a pesticide.’’; and 

(ii) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘or exemp-
tion’’ after ‘‘waiver’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (E)— 
(i) in the paragraph heading, by striking 

‘‘WAIVER’’ and inserting ‘‘EXEMPTION’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘waive the registration 

service fee for an application’’ and inserting 
‘‘exempt an application from the registra-
tion service fee’’; and 

(iii) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘waiver’’ and 
inserting ‘‘exemption’’; and 

(2) in subsection (m)(2), by striking ‘‘2008’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘2012’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) take effect on Octo-
ber 1, 2007. 

f 

HONORING THE MEN AND WOMEN 
OF THE U.S. COAST GUARD 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
we now proceed to S. Res. 433. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 433) honoring the 

brave men and women of the U.S. Coast 
Guard whose tireless work, dedication, and 
selfless service to the United States have led 
to more than 1 million lives saved over the 
course of its long and storied 217-year his-
tory. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I have 
come to the floor to speak to the Sen-
ate about the heroic actions of PO Wil-
lard Milam, a U.S. Coast Guard rescue 
swimmer who serves our Nation in Ko-
diak, AK. 

I hope many Senators have seen the 
film ‘‘The Guardian.’’ Really, I do be-
lieve it was Willard Milam who in-
spired the preparation of that movie, 
and I want to tell the Senate about his 
actions. 

Shortly after midnight on February 
10, 2007, the U.S. Coast Guard Rescue 
Coordination Center in Juneau, AK, re-
ceived an emergency beacon from a 
fishing vessel. The vessel was the Illu-
sion. 

Like so many of our brave Coast 
Guard men and women, Petty Officer 
Milam and his crew of four launched in 
a Coast Guard rescue helicopter to in-
vestigate the source of the distress sig-
nal they had received, undaunted by a 
howling 50-mile-an-hour wind and 
heavy rain and near zero visibility. 

When the aircrew arrived on the 
scene, they realized that the crew of 
the fishing vessel had abandoned their 
ship and climbed into a life raft, which 
was being tossed, at that time, in the 
treacherous Bering Sea. Petty Officer 
Milam readied himself to be hoisted 
down into the 40-degree temperature 
seas below. 

As soon as Petty Officer Milam en-
tered the water, he swam to the life 
raft and found four survivors. They 
were hypothermic and in shock and un-
protected from the elements. They did 
not have any survival equipment on. 
One by one, Petty Officer Milam pulled 
the survivors out of the life raft and 
took them and swam with them over to 
a rescue basket that had been lowered 
through the darkness from the heli-
copter that was hovering above them. 

After loading the first two survivors 
into the rescue basket, Petty Officer 
Milam could begin to feel the frigid 
water flowing into his own suit. He 
told me it had, unfortunately, hung up 
on the edge of the life raft and par-
tially unzipped and that water was fill-
ing into his survival suit. But he had to 
fight the debilitating effects of the cold 
and struggle against exhaustion in 
order to continue to swim the third 
survivor from the life raft to the rescue 
basket. 

While the third survivor was being 
lifted toward the spotlights of the res-
cue helicopter, Petty Officer Milam— 
his legs now numb with cold—realized 
that the life raft, with one survivor 
still onboard, had drifted too far for 
him to reach under its current condi-
tion. So he signaled for an emergency 
pickup, and he was hoisted back into 
the helicopter. 

Once inside the helicopter, he became 
aware of the fact that the crew had 
only enough fuel to remain on the 
scene for 15 minutes more. But Petty 
Officer Milam courageously asked to be 
lowered back into the sea, now over the 
top of this survivor, to try and save 
that last remaining survivor. 

Upon entering the water, Petty Offi-
cer Milam pulled the last survivor, who 
was now very combative because of the 
fear of the circumstances—he was near-
ly drowning—he was forced to drag this 
person from the life raft through the 
storm back into this rescue basket. 

With the last survivor in the rescue 
helicopter, Petty Officer Milam drifted 
into a stage of unconsciousness as the 
aircrew lowered the rescue basket di-
rectly back to him. He was still in the 
water. Miraculously, Petty Officer 
Milam was able to climb inside that 
basket and was hoisted to safety. 
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He told me personally that the next 

time he awoke he was in the clinic at 
Dutch Harbor, AK, wrapped in blankets 
and surrounded by heat lamps. As a 
matter of fact, he told me he was in 
bed for a period of hours, and they told 
him his boat was leaving, so he just got 
himself up and went back to the dock 
and went onboard the boat. This man is 
one of the most courageous men I have 
ever met in my life. 

When we consider the Coast Guard as 
the guardian of our last frontier, I am 
proud to tell the Senate that fellow 
Alaskans recognize him as a man who 
has dedicated his life to public service. 
Petty Officer Milam’s heroic actions 
personify the selfless public service 
representative of U.S. Coast Guard men 
and women who are stationed around 
the globe and represent us so well. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 433) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 433 

Whereas, since 1867 the United States 
Coast Guard has been a vital piece of Alas-
kan history, providing lifesaving medical 
treatment to native villages along its coasts, 
protecting its fisheries resources, and coura-
geously rescuing those who face peril on the 
seas; 

Whereas, in 2007 the men and women of the 
United States Coast Guard stationed in Alas-
ka valiantly responded to 696 calls for assist-
ance and saved the lives of 463 mariners in 
distress; 

Whereas, the actions of Petty Officer Wil-
lard L. Milam personify the proud history of 
courage and public service of the United 
States Coast Guard on the 10th of February, 
2007, when, on a pitch-black winter morning, 
Petty Officer Milam launched aboard a Coast 
Guard HH-65 helicopter in near-zero visi-
bility to locate the source of a distress signal 
approximately 50 miles southwest in 
Makushin Bay, Alaska; 

Whereas, Petty Officer Milam bravely de-
ployed into storm tossed, 40-degree seas and 
swam to a life raft to find four survivors 
hypothermic and soaked in unprotected 
clothing; 

Whereas, Petty Officer Milam heroically 
overcame exhaustion and hypothermia to 
pull each survivor from a life raft and assist 
them through the raging seas, placing them 
into a rescue basket to be hoisted into the 
rescue helicopter; 

Whereas, Petty Officer Milam’s courageous 
rescue off the coast of Alaska has earned him 
the 2007 Coast Guard Foundation Award for 
Heroism and the 2007 Captain Frank 
Erickson Aviation Rescue Award; 

Whereas, through extraordinary team-
work, airmanship, and courage, the crew of 
the Coast Guard rescue helicopter saved four 
lives from the treacherous Bearing Sea: Now, 
therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) honors the heroic accomplishments of 
Petty Officer Willard Milam, who rep-
resented the finest traditions of the United 

States Coast Guard during the dramatic res-
cue of four survivors from the treacherous 
Bering Sea; and 

(2) honors the United States Coast 
Guard, America’s lifesavers and guardians of 
the sea, for its unflinching determination 
and proud 217-year history of maritime 
search and rescue resulting in over 1 million 
lives saved; and 

(3) recognizes the tireless work, dedica-
tion, and commitment of Coast Guard men 
and women, many of them stationed in Alas-
ka, far away from family and friends, who 
commit themselves every day to executing 
this noble mission hundreds of miles from 
our shores with honor, respect, and devotion 
to duty. 

f 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent we proceed to the con-
sideration of S. Res. 435. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
S29JA8-502]{S455} 
A resolution (S. Res. 435) recognizing the 

goals of Catholic Schools Week and honoring 
the valuable contributions of Catholic 
Schools in the United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 435) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 435 

Whereas Catholic schools in the United 
States have received international acclaim 
for academic excellence while providing, stu-
dents with lessons that extend far beyond 
the classroom; 

Whereas Catholic schools present a broad 
curriculum that emphasizes the lifelong de-
velopment of moral, intellectual, physical, 
and social values in the young people of the 
United States; 

Whereas Catholic schools in the United 
States today educate 2,363,220 students and 
maintain a student-to-teacher ratio of 15 to 
1; 

Whereas the faculty members of Catholic 
schools teach a highly diverse body of stu-
dents; 

Whereas the graduation rate for all Catho-
lic school students is 95 percent; 

Whereas 83 percent of Catholic high school 
graduates go on to college; 

Whereas Catholic schools produce students 
strongly dedicated to their faith, values, 
families, and communities by providing an 
intellectually stimulating environment rich 
in spiritual character and moral develop-
ment; and 

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Edu-
cation is one of the most important ways by 
which the Church fulfills its commitment to 
the dignity of the person and building of 
community. Community is central to edu-

cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore, 
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual 
Christian is important. not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the 
many communities in which he lives.’’: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved. That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the goals of Catholic Schools 

Week, an event cosponsored by the National 
Catholic Educational Association and the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops that recognizes the vital contribu-
tions of thousands of Catholic elementary 
and secondary schools in the United States; 
and 

(2) commemds Catholic schools, students, 
parents, and teachers across the United 
States for their ongoing contributions to 
education, and for the vital role they play in 
promoting and ensuring a brighter, stronger 
future for the United States. 

f 

NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELING 
WEEK 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to S. Res. 436. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 436) designating the 

week of February 4 through February 8, 2008 
as ‘‘National School Counseling Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution and preamble be 
agreed to en bloc, the motion to recon-
sider be laid on the table, and any 
statements relating to this matter be 
printed in the RECORD with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 436) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 436 

Whereas the American School Counselor 
Association has declared the week of Feb-
ruary 4 through February 8, 2008, as ‘‘Na-
tional School Counseling Week’’; 

Whereas the Senate has recognized the im-
portance of school counseling through the 
inclusion of elementary and secondary 
school counseling programs in the reauthor-
ization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965; 

Whereas school counselors have long advo-
cated that the education system of the 
United States must leave no child behind 
and must provide opportunities for every 
student; 

Whereas personal and social growth results 
in increased academic achievement; 

Whereas school counselors help develop 
well-rounded students by guiding them 
through their academic, personal, social, and 
career development; 

Whereas school counselors have been in-
strumental in helping students, teachers, 
and parents deal with the trauma that was 
inflicted upon them by hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita, and Wilma, and other recent natural 
disasters; 
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