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they have to go to the court, and very 
frankly, this is why it was created, to 
be a check and balance on what might 
be, and I don’t allege that this is hap-
pening, but certainly it was a check on 
arbitrary and capricious action by 
those in the Government. I happen to 
think that check and balance is an ap-
propriate one; although, under the 
statute we passed, we gave broader au-
thority, blanket authority, as you 
know. 

But we are hopeful, as you are, that 
the Senate will act, that we be able to 
go to conference. We need to deal with 
the immunity issue, which is the dif-
ference between the two Houses, al-
though they haven’t passed a bill, but 
the bill that passed out of the Intel-
ligence Committee did give retroactive 
immunity. That is controversial. 

And we have just got, as I told you, 
the documentation last Friday that we 
have been asking for an opportunity to 
review to determine, A, the justifica-
tion for the action of the telecom com-
panies and the actions for which immu-
nity is being sought. We think that is 
appropriate for us to know before we 
act. 

But in any event, I did inform, as I 
told you, the leader that we had acted, 
and indicated to him I hope that they 
would act as soon as possible so that 
we could resolve this in conference. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman 
for those views. I know that the major-
ity is going to have their planning re-
treat for the rest of this week. Hope-
fully our staff is already and will con-
tinue to go through these documents 
that we were concerned we hadn’t had, 
or the majority was concerned we 
hadn’t had earlier, and look at those. 

I would suggest that the penetrating 
analysis in one paragraph probably 
doesn’t totally go away from the indi-
vidual who was given so much credit in 
the next paragraph. 

The only thing I would say about the 
FISA Court, I would really say two 
things. I missed some of this debate 
today, as you might be able to tell, be-
cause of another commitment I had to 
be off the floor as we were debating 
this. 

The FISA Court, I believe, in 1978 was 
created for domestic cases. That is 
maybe an underlying difference here in 
the way we view this. And the backlog 
I would submit would develop again 
pretty quickly. It might not be a prob-
lem for 2 days; it might not even be a 
problem for a week. But that backlog 
of every case from all over the world 
that suddenly wound up going to the 
FISA Court because of changes in tech-
nology quickly gets the FISA Court to 
where a 72-hour problem is a big prob-
lem because they just can’t deal with 
it. 

I would yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I would agree with that. 

I think we solved the technological 
problem in the bill we passed. Very 

frankly, the only problem that I think 
the administration would have with 
our bill which we passed through the 
House would be the immunity issue. 

The technological issue I think is ad-
dressed by the blanket approval by the 
court. Although the court has to ap-
prove certain objects and processes, it 
does not, as you know, need to approve 
specific instances of intercepts or spe-
cific targets of intercept. 

So, from that standpoint, I think our 
bill solved that problem. But our bill 
has not been enacted so the techno-
logical issue of where the communica-
tion now goes through a U.S. switch, 
that is the technological difference 
now, and then goes back out, that 
needs to be addressed. It was addressed 
in our legislation, but the legislation 
needs to pass. 

Mr. BLUNT. Well, I agree, and I in-
tend to work to see that it passes so 
this works in the best possible way. I 
hope we take maximum advantage of 
this 15 or 16 days that we have now 
given ourselves to look at the informa-
tion to try to do what we can to see 
that we come up with a permanent so-
lution that deals with both the techno-
logical questions and the question of 
immunity for people who may have 
helped the government in a way that 
they now somehow could be held in 
legal limbo for until we have addressed 
this. I hope we do, and I pledge myself 
to work with you and others to see 
that we get that done. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCING THE PASSING OF 
MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL 

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great sadness that I announce to 
the House that Margaret Truman Dan-
iel, the daughter of our 33rd President, 
Harry S. Truman, passed away today. 

As the daughter of a Jackson County 
judge, a United States Senator from 
Missouri, a Vice President and Presi-
dent, Margaret Truman grew up in pol-
itics. She was a good friend, and I know 
others in this House who knew her con-
sidered her a friend as well. 

Margaret was an accomplished 
woman in her own right, but she also 
revered her father’s memory. In this 

very Chamber in 1984 a Joint Session of 
Congress was convened to honor the 
100th anniversary of President Tru-
man’s birth. As chairman of that 
event, I worked with Margaret closely 
and was grateful for her participation 
as a speaker. 

I also had the honor of being with 
Margaret on the first day that the Tru-
man Home in Independence, Missouri, 
was opened to the public as a museum 
in the National Park Service system. I 
will never forget watching her sign the 
guest book in her own home that day. 

Margaret Truman Daniel was a great 
American and, as an independent-mind-
ed woman, was truly her father’s 
daughter. 

I know my colleagues join me in ex-
pressing this body’s deepest condo-
lences to the family of Margaret Tru-
man Daniel, including her three sur-
viving sons, Clifton, Harrison, and 
Thomas. 

f 

PROVIDING RELIEF FOR AMERI-
CANS THROUGH THE ECONOMIC 
STIMULUS PACKAGE 
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, today on the floor of the 
House the Members had to address a 
number of crises that this Nation is 
facing. It is interesting that we face 
delay and, if you will, obstruction on 
many of the issues that the American 
people want us to be engaged in. 

I am hoping that the economic stim-
ulus package will move as quickly as 
possible, and when it comes back in its 
final form from the Senate and con-
ference, that we will be assured that 
the individuals who are disabled and on 
Social Security also get a rebate, and 
that we have the sense of the Congress 
language that a moratorium should be 
in place for all of those individuals sub-
ject to subprime loans or on the brink 
of foreclosure and losing their homes. 
We must forge a pathway for the finan-
cial industry to begin to allow people 
to reconstruct their loans. 

Lastly, we voted today to extend 
FISA. The bill that we passed out of 
the Judiciary Committee under JOHN 
CONYERS’ leadership is a good bill. I 
voted reluctantly for the extension, 
but we must pass a bill that protects 
civil rights and protects the national 
security of America. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE 
MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL 

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
rise to follow up on the announcement 
that my good friend Mr. SKELTON from 
Missouri just made. 

Of course, all Missourians are proud 
of President Truman and his family. He 
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