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Mr. Speaker, while important, the 

stimulus package this House voted on 
today is simply a first step in the road 
toward stimulating our economy. 
Speaker PELOSI deserves incredible 
credit for negotiating the inclusion of a 
refundable tax rebate that will be de-
livered to anyone earning $3,000 or 
more and the inclusion of a $300 per- 
child rebate. Again, this is a good 
start. 

Yet there are millions of Americans 
who will not benefit from this current 
stimulus package because they do not 
file income taxes. Any American who 
has exhausted or will exhaust their un-
employment will not receive the help 
they need. States struggling with high-
er health care costs will be forced to 
balance their budgets on the backs of 
low-income individuals because there 
is no Medicaid assistance included in 
this package. And most importantly, a 
temporary extension of the food stamp 
program is sorely missing from this 
economic stimulus package. 

Experts across the political and ideo-
logical spectrum agree that we must 
develop a plan that helps the most vul-
nerable people and households and that 
allows currency to flow. Former 
Reagan economic adviser, Martin Feld-
stein; former Clinton Treasury Sec-
retary, Lawrence Summers; the Con-
gressional Budget Office; economists at 
Goldman Sachs; and the chief econo-
mist at Moodys.com all agree that food 
stamps give the biggest bang for the 
buck and should be part of an economic 
stimulus. 

According to the Congressional Budg-
et Office: ‘‘The vast majority of food 
stamp benefits are spent extremely 
rapidly. And because food stamp recipi-
ents have low income and few assets, 
most of any additional benefits would 
probably be spent quickly.’’ 

Administrative costs of such an in-
crease are negligible, meaning that the 
majority of this stimulus will go di-
rectly into the economy. A 10 percent 
temporary increase in food stamps 
would result in an increase of almost 50 
cents per day per person or $14 per 
month in the food stamp benefit. That 
may not seem like much, but an extra 
50 cents a day can make the world of 
difference for someone struggling to 
feed themselves. 

More importantly, a temporary in-
crease in food stamp benefits would 
generate $1.73 in economic activity for 
every dollar in cost, and we know that 
a temporary increase in food stamps 
can be delivered quickly and will be 
spent right away. 

Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan eco-
nomic stimulus package is not perfect. 
But as I said earlier, it is a good first 
step. The Senate has a chance to make 
some improvements in this bill, most 
notably targeted and temporary in-
creases in food stamps and unemploy-
ment insurance. I, for one, hope the 
United States Senate acts responsibly 

by including these important programs 
in their version of the stimulus pack-
age. 

It is critical that this stimulus pack-
age move quickly, but it is just as crit-
ical that it include stimulus that jump- 
starts the economy and gives assist-
ance to those who truly need it. 

And if the Senate includes funding 
for these critical programs, I strongly 
urge all my colleagues to support it, 
and I urge President Bush to then sign 
it into law. It is the right thing to do 
for our economy, and it is the right 
thing to do for the millions of low-in-
come Americans who will not benefit 
from this stimulus package as it is cur-
rently written. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause the end of the hour grows close, I 
would now come before this body with a sun-
set memorial. We intend to repeat this from 
time to time to chronicle the loss of life by 
abortion on demand in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, it is January 29, 2008, in the 
land of the free and the home of the brave, 
and before the sun sets today in America, al-
most 4,000 more defenseless unborn children 
were killed by abortion on demand just today. 

Exactly 35 years today, the tragic judicial 
fiat called Roe v. Wade was handed down. 
Since then, the very foundation of this Nation 
has been stained by the blood of almost 50 
million children. Mr. Speaker, that is more than 
16,000 times the number of innocent lives lost 
on September 11. 

Each of the 4,000 children that we lost 
today had at least four things in common. 
They were each just little babies who had 
done nothing wrong to anyone. And each one 
of them died a nameless and lonely death. 
And each of their mothers, whether she real-
izes it immediately or not, will never be the 
same. And all the gifts that these children 
might have brought to humanity are now lost 
forever. 

Mr. Speaker, those noble heroes lying in 
frozen silence out in Arlington National Ceme-
tery did not die so America could shred her 
own Constitution, as well as her own children, 
by the millions. It seems that we are never 
quite so eloquent as when we decry the geno-
cidal crimes of past generations, those who al-
lowed their courts to strip the black man and 
the Jew of their constitutional personhood, and 
then proceeded to murderously desecrate mil-
lions of these, God’s own children. 

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy, 
this generation clings to blindness and invin-
cible ignorance while history repeats itself and 
our own genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet 
unborn. 

Perhaps it is important for those of us in this 
Chamber to remind ourselves again of why we 
are really all here. 

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of human 
life and its happiness and not its destruction is 

the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of our in-
nocent citizens and their constitutional rights is 
why we are all here. It is our sworn oath. The 
phrase in the 14th amendment capsulizes our 
entire Constitution. It says: ‘‘No state shall de-
prive any person of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law.’’ 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the Declaration, not the casual notion, but the 
Declaration of the self-evident truth that all 
human beings are created equal and endowed 
by their creator with the unalienable rights of 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Every conflict and battle our Nation has ever 
faced can be traced to our commitment to this 
core self-evident truth. It has made us the 
beacon of hope for the entire world. It is who 
we are. 

And yet today, Mr. Speaker, in this body we 
fail to honor that commitment. We fail our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 innocent 
American babies who died without the protec-
tion we should have been given them. 

And so for them in this moment, Mr. Speak-
er, without yielding my time, I would invite 
anyone inclined to join me for a moment of si-
lence on their behalf. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that this discussion 
tonight presents this Congress and the Amer-
ican people with two destiny questions. 

The first that all of us must ask ourselves is 
very simple: Does abortion really kill a baby? 
If the answer to that question is ‘‘yes,’’ there 
is a second destiny question that inevitably fol-
lows. And it is this, Mr. Speaker: Will we allow 
ourselves to be dragged by those who have 
lost their way into a darkness where the light 
of human compassion has gone out and the 
predatory survival of the fittest prevails over 
humanity? Or will America embrace her des-
tiny to lead the world to cherish and honor the 
God-given miracle of each human life? 

Mr. Speaker, it has been said that every 
baby comes with a message, that God has not 
yet despaired of mankind. And I mourn that 
those 4,000 messages sent to us today will 
never be heard. Mr. Speaker, I also have not 
yet despaired. Because tonight maybe some-
one new, maybe even someone in this Con-
gress, who heard this sunset memorial will fi-
nally realize that abortion really does kill a 
baby, that it hurts mothers more than anyone 
else, and that nearly 50 million dead children 
in America is enough. And that America is 
great enough to find a better way than abor-
tion on demand. 

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are numbered and that all too 
soon each of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on another day yet to come, 
may that be the day that we hear the cries of 
the unborn at last. May that be the day we 
find the humanity, the courage, and the will to 
embrace together our human and our constitu-
tional duty to protect the least of these, our 
tiny American brothers and sisters, from this 
murderous scourge upon our Nation called 
abortion on demand. 

This is a sunset memorial, Mr. Speaker. It is 
January 29, 2008, in the land of free and the 
home of the brave. 
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ALL IS NOT QUIET ON THE 

SOUTHERN FRONT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Iran, Somalia, 
Syria, Colombia, Afghanistan, and Iraq 
have something in common. These are 
six nations, among several others, 
where the State Department rec-
ommends that Americans don’t travel. 

But today there was another advisory 
issued, but this one was not by the 
State Department but by the State of 
Texas through the Texas Department 
of Public Safety. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to read just 
a portion of this into the RECORD. Here 
is what it says. Texas Department of 
Public Safety dated today: ‘‘Due to the 
increased rising level of violence in 
Mexico—which is attributed to drug 
cartels, violent criminal organizations, 
and increased presence of military per-
sonnel in some Mexican border commu-
nities—it is recommended that persons 
be discouraged from traveling to Mexi-
can border towns, particularly those 
that have recently been scenes of gang- 
related violent activity. These commu-
nities include Nuevo Laredo, Mata-
moros, Reynosa, Rio Bravo, Miguel 
Aleman, and Ciudad Juarez.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, you see, the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety has issued 
an advisory for Americans: Don’t go to 
these border towns because of the vio-
lence. And the reason the violence has 
increased specifically has to do with 
what happened in Rio Bravo which is 
across the Rio Grande River from 
Texas. The Rio Bravo mayor last 
month was gunned down while leaving 
a restaurant, along with two other 
politicians. The Mexican Government 
sent in troops to help quell the vio-
lence. But 5 days ago, local police in 
several Mexican border towns, specifi-
cally Nuevo Laredo, Matamoros, and 
Reynosa, were relieved of their duties 
by the federal Government because of 
their alleged links to drug cartels, spe-
cifically the gulf drug cartel. 

What that means, Mr. Speaker, now 
on the Mexican border, bordering 
Texas, there are 6,000 Mexican troops 
stationed there. They are stationed 
from Matamoros to Miguel Aleman. 
Now, Matamoros is the border town 
across from Brownsville, Texas. 
Brownsville is on the furthest eastern 
tip of Texas. Brownsville is a big com-
munity, and across the river is Mata-
moros. And Miguel Aleman is 100 miles 
upriver across the river from Roma, 
Texas. There is violence in these border 
towns. 

Many people don’t understand what a 
border town is. A border town is a town 
on the American border and has an-
other town very similar to it on the 
Mexican border. And both of these 
towns, being border towns, border each 
other separated only by the border be-
tween Mexico and the United States. 

The State Department has already 
issued a travel alert for Mexico because 
of the violence that occurs there. But 
now the State of Texas finds a need to 
warn all citizens, especially law en-
forcement officials, of the problems. 

Mr. Speaker, the open-border crowd 
denies this violence occurs on our 
southern front. I have been down to the 
Texas-Mexico border now 13 times, and 
I have talked to the local people who 
live there, and I have also talked to the 
chamber of commerce types who say, 
Oh, there is no problem here in our bor-
der towns. There is no violence or 
drugs. We don’t have a problem with 
infiltration from drug cartels and 
criminals coming into our cities. Of 
course they say those things, in my 
opinion, because they want that open 
border for that travel back and forth 
between Mexico and the United States 
because of money, because of com-
merce, because of that greed that so 
many people have; and they deny the 
fact that the border needs to be secure. 

We live in denial sometimes that 
there is a border war that is existing. 
It is a violent border war. It is a border 
war between drug cartels and crimi-
nals, and many of those people don’t 
just stay on the Mexican side. 

When Sheriff Rick Flores was here in 
Congress and testified before Congress, 
he is the sheriff in Webb County, 
Texas, he said we are naive to believe 
that the border problem only will be on 
the Mexican side. He is the sheriff in 
Laredo. Across the river is Nuevo La-
redo. That is basically a ghost town 
now controlled by the drug cartels; and 
those criminals, they will come to the 
American side as well. 

Sigi Gonzales, the sheriff in Zapata 
County, he told me that the drug car-
tels and the criminals, they have bet-
ter equipment, they have more equip-
ment, they have better money, and 
they have more people involved in 
doing what they want to do than we 
have in protecting the dignity of the 
United States. 

And to illustrate how violent it is on 
the border, Mr. Speaker, I want to read 
you one more portion of this report: 
There currently exists a U.S. Depart-
ment of State travel alert for Mexico. 
Fort Bliss officials announced Satur-
day that travel to Juarez has been de-
clared off limits for U.S. military. 

In other words, Fort Bliss, the United 
States Army, they can go to Iraq, they 
can go to Afghanistan, but they can’t 
go to Juarez right across the river be-
cause it is too dangerous. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a border war 
taking place on the southern border. 
All is not quiet on the southern border, 
and we need to understand that this is 
a tremendous problem and our govern-
ment needs to get into action and pro-
tect Americans from this invasion. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

BORDER TRAVEL ADVISORY 

SUMMARY 

Due to the rising level of violence in Mex-
ico—which is attributed to drug cartels, vio-
lent criminal organizations, and increased 
presence of military personnel in some Mexi-
can border communities—it is recommended 
that persons be discouraged from traveling 
to Mexican border towns, particularly those 
that have recently been scenes of gang-re-
lated violent activity. These communities 
include Nuevo Laredo, Matamoros, Reynosa, 
Rio Bravo, Miguel Aleman, and Ciudad 
Juárez. The increased levels of violence in 
recent weeks and potential for additional vi-
olence suggest that an advisory against trav-
eling to these communities is warranted. 

DETAILS 

On November 30, 2007, gunmen opened fire 
on the former mayor of Rio Bravo—who was 
a two-term representative and one-time sen-
ator—and his entourage as they left a res-
taurant in Rio Bravo. The former mayor was 
killed along with two other politicians and 
two federal agents. The Los Zetas, an orga-
nized cell of the Gulf Cartel, had previously 
threatened the former mayor’s life and at-
tempted a prior assassination, prompting the 
government to assign bodyguards. In re-
sponse to the assassination, the Mexican 
government immediately mobilized approxi-
mately 500 soldiers, federal police, and sup-
port personnel in order to conduct 
counterdrug operations in the state of 
Tamaulipas. The focus of the operation was 
on the cities of Matamoros, Rio Bravo, and 
Miguel Aleman, just south of Roma, Texas, 
and Reynosa, Mexico. 

On Monday, January 7, 2008, members of 
the Mexico Federal Preventive Police (PFP) 
were patrolling Colonia Cuauhtémoc in Rio 
Bravo when they observed a 2005 Chevrolet 
Suburban occupied by heavily armed men. 
The officers attempted a traffic stop that re-
sulted in shots being fired at the officers 
from the Suburban. A gun battle ensued, and 
additional officers and a contingent of the 
Mexican army responded. Three gunmen 
were killed and ten others were arrested, in-
cluding three U.S. citizens, one of whom was 
from Texas. 

On January 23, 2008, local police in the bor-
der cities of Nuevo Laredo, Matamoros, and 
Reynosa, Mexico, were relieved of their du-
ties as army troops disarmed the officers and 
searched for evidence that might show links 
to drug traffickers. Eleven men were ar-
rested by federal police in Nuevo Laredo, in-
cluding four police officers, who were said to 
be operatives for the Gulf Cartel. 

President Calderon has sent approximately 
6,000 military troops and federal police to 
areas that extend from Matamoros—which is 
across the border from Brownsville, Texas— 
westward to Miguel Aleman, which is across 
the border from Roma, Texas. Mexican mili-
tary and federal police personnel have also 
been sent to the city of Juárez. A similar op-
eration was conducted last year in Tijuana 
when violence erupted there, with more than 
3,500 soldiers and federal officers sent to the 
city. 

Over the past weekend, a total of five peo-
ple were either shot or beaten to death in 
separate incidents in Juárez. This comes on 
the heels of approximately 30 persons in 
Juárez being murdered since the beginning of 
the year, including 17 law enforcement per-
sonnel, as well as the recent attempted as-
sassination of a Chihuahua State Police 
Commander Fernando Lozano Sandoval. 
Commander Sandoval is currently hospital-
ized in El Paso’s Thomason Hospital under 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:22 Sep 24, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00063 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H29JA8.002 H29JA8rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T05:05:47-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




