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provides opportunities for leadership, team-
work and competition. The months of physical 
and mental training and the teamwork that 
was required to win this Valley Championship 
will benefit these young men long after their 
high school graduation. 

On behalf of the residents of the 22nd Con-
gressional District, I once again commend the 
Taft Union High School Wildcats on winning 
the 2007 Valley Championship. I am very 
proud of the accomplishments of the 2007 
Wildcats football team, and I know the par-
ents, teachers, neighbors and fans in our com-
munity will remember this season for many 
years to come. 
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IN HONOR OF THE GEORGE WASH-
INGTON CARVER TIGERS: 2007 
AAA GEORGIA STATE FOOTBALL 
CHAMPIONS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the achievements of the 
2007 Georgia AAA State Football Champions, 
the George Washington Carver Tigers. On De-
cember 15th, 2007, the Tigers defeated an-
other great football team in my district, the 
Cairo Syrupmakers by a score of 16–13 on a 
rainy, windy day in Cairo, Georgia. 

The game was an epic battle between two 
talented, well coached teams. This capped an 
undefeated 15–0 year for the Tigers and also 
delivered the school’s first State football title in 
history. And the first state title in any sport 
since the basketball team accomplished this 
feat in 1971. 

I want to extend my congratulations to Prin-
cipal Chris Lindsey, Coach Dell McGee and 
the entire Carver family for this great achieve-
ment. 

I also want to extend my congratulations to 
the Cairo Syrupmakers for a great season. 
They played all season with courage, spirit, 
and intestinal fortitude. 

It takes a great deal of work and sacrifice to 
assemble a State-championship football team. 
It takes the dedication of the young men who 
are playing on the team. It also takes a dedi-
cated coaching staff who have the wherewithal 
to dedicate their time and energy to not only 
teaching young men about the game of foot-
ball, but also the game of life. A winning foot-
ball team can in many ways bring a commu-
nity together. This team has brought this com-
munity together. 

The 99 young men that made up this year’s 
football team accomplished something special. 
By accomplishing this special goal, they devel-
oped the character that will help them to suc-
ceed in other aspects of life. I am proud to 
represent these special young men and once 
again congratulate them on their history-mak-
ing achievement. 

HONORING GEORGE W. BRITTON 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Mr. George Britton upon 
his retirement from the city of Modesto as the 
city manager. Mr. Britton was honored on Jan-
uary 3, 2008, in Modesto, CA. 

George Britton was born and raised in Mo-
desto, CA. After graduating from high school, 
Mr. Britton attended the University of Oregon 
where he received a bachelor’s degree and 
then attended the University of Southern Cali-
fornia where he received a master’s degree in 
public administration. He also completed the 
program at the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government and the Senior Governmental Ex-
ecutive Program at Harvard University. 

Mr. Britton served in the Air Force Reserve 
from 1970 until 1978. He left reserve to join 
the city manager in the city of Scottsdale, Ari-
zona, where he served as the director of mu-
nicipal utilities and assistant to the city man-
ager. Mr. Britton was the executive assistant 
to Arizona Governor Bruce Babbitt from 1980 
through 1986, where he chaired the Gov-
ernor’s Cabinet and oversaw various State 
agencies. For the next 15 years, he was the 
deputy city manager for the city of Phoenix. 

In 2001 Mr. Britton returned back to Mo-
desto and joined the city of Modesto. He start-
ed as deputy city manager and was appointed 
city manager in March 2005. During Mr. 
Britton’s time in office the city of Modesto has 
made numerous improvements. In 2006 alone 
the city had increased downtown signage, and 
developed and increased participation in the 
Citizens Emergency Response Team. The 
Modesto Fire Department was also able to 
add 12 new firefighters, a new fire truck, and 
the department was awarded funding to add 
three fire investigators to be available for all of 
Stanislaus County. In addition to all of this, the 
city was also awarded funding to increase the 
capacity and ability of the airport. There have 
also been major developments with the city’s 
solid waste program, expansion of the youth 
center, increased commerce, the creation of 
more parks and bridges and 71 miles of roads 
were added, repaved or repaired. The city of 
Modesto was able to make enormous strides 
under the direction of Mr. Britton. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate George Britton upon his re-
tirement from the city of Modesto. I invite my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Mr. Britton 
many years of continued success. 
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HONORING 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
HURLEY MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the 100th anniversary of Hurley Med-
ical Center in my hometown of Flint, MI. Hur-
ley Medical Center kicked off a yearlong cele-
bration on January 11. 

In 1908, James J. Hurley left $55,000 and 
property to the city of Flint to establish a hos-
pital to treat everyone, regardless of their abil-
ity to pay. The first Board of Managers, J. Dal-
las Dort, Charles A. Lippincott, Edward D. 
Black, William E. Martin, and George L. Walk-
er, implemented his vision. Mrs. Flint P. Smith 
organized the first auxiliary to raise money for 
the fledgling hospital. Their vision and hard 
work paid off and the hospital opened its 
doors on December 19, 1908. 

Today Hurley Medical Center is a 443-bed 
teaching medical center annually treating over 
20,000 persons for inpatient care and 76,000 
emergency room cases. It is the only Level I 
trauma center and Level III neonatal intensive 
care unit in Genesee County. In addition to 
these two services, Hurley Medical Center of-
fers the region’s only care centers in the fol-
lowing specialties: Burn center, maternal and 
fetal care center, pediatric intensive care unit, 
pediatric emergency room, fertility and repro-
ductive medicine center, and kidney transplan-
tation center. 

The 2,500 employees of Hurley Medical 
Center work very hard to provide quality 
healthcare to their patients. The medical cen-
ter has received the 2007 HealthGrades Crit-
ical Care Excellence Award, and the 2007 
‘‘Certificate of Merit for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Organ Donation’’ from Michigan Gift of 
Life. In 2005 they received the Governor’s 
Award for Quality in Inpatient Setting, Ambula-
tory Setting, and Emergency Department. The 
Hurley Asthma Center has also received the 
MHA Ludwig Community Benefit Award. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating Hur-
ley Medical Center for providing outstanding 
healthcare to the Flint community for the past 
100 years. Their mission statement is ‘‘Clinical 
Excellence, Service to People.’’ Every person 
living in Genesee County has been touched, 
either directly or through a loved one, by the 
commitment of the employees, affiliated 
healthcare providers and volunteers of Hurley 
Medical Center to live up to their motto. They 
continue to exemplify James Hurley’s vision to 
provide quality healthcare to everyone regard-
less of their income. I am grateful for their 
compassion and wish them the best for the 
next 100 years. 
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IN MEMORY OF COACH NEAL 
WILSON 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember Coach Neal Wilson, the 
longtime athletic director of Lewisville Inde-
pendent School District in Lewisville, Texas 
and a tireless public servant. 

Coach Wilson began his four decade-long 
coaching career in 1965 with the Lewisville 
ISD, and was Lewisville head football coach 
from 1978 to the fall of 1985, when he as-
sumed full-time athletic director duties. He re-
tired in December 2000, but came back for 
brief athletic director stints at surrounding 
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