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The very first permit for a wave power 
buoy, and we have buoys now that can 
generate electricity as they bob up and 
down in the waves, the very first per-
mit off the Washington State coast was 
issued in the last two weeks to the 
Finavera Company, a company with of-
fices in the Northwest. 

So at the moment we see these tech-
nologies, we’d hate to see a decline in 
the orders for these technologies tak-
ing place, which is now taking place 
because we allowed these production 
and investment tax credits to lapse. We 
should simply restore them and renew 
them for at least another year, short- 
term relief, and this is very timely if 
we do this, because if we do this, 
there’s an immediate, an immediate 
demand by people when we know these 
tax credits will be available to go out 
and order these projects that get these 
jobs going, putting the pedal to the 
metal. You don’t have to wait. 

The third thing we would propose is a 
renewal and partial extension of the 
solar tax credit for residential homes. 
That also expired, and it has been his-
torically limited to $2,000. Frankly, it 
hasn’t cut the mustard. It simply 
hasn’t been enough to really get resi-
dential customers engaged to get going 
on ordering these products. If we sim-
ply renew that for 1 year, we rec-
ommend expanding it to $4,000 per con-
sumer. If we do that, we are going to 
have an immediate burst of orders and 
at least continuation of the growth in 
orders in solar, as we have had histori-
cally. 

Fourth, we propose to essentially ex-
tend the otherwise lapsed consumer 
credit for solar for the same reasons 
that we just talked about. It just 
makes a lot of sense. Fifth, we’d sug-
gest extending the expired energy effi-
cient credit both for homes and com-
mercial buildings. It makes no sense to 
have allowed these tax credits to ex-
pire. When they exist, they create this 
demand for the type of work we talked 
about in the weatherization program, 
only it’s larger in its application, be-
cause this is not just low-income peo-
ple. It’s now the entire United States, 
folks who can take advantage of it. It 
creates a demand. It happens imme-
diately, because once people know they 
are going to be able to have access to 
these tax credits, they can go out and 
make the orders right away to get this 
done. 

We also hope to propose a Green 
Fund proposal. Frankly, we are work-
ing on this right now to discuss how we 
can create ‘‘green collar jobs’’ in this 
country, and a ‘‘green collar job’’ pro-
posal is something we think we ought 
to pursue. 
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We want to find a way to do that to 
make it timely. 

But as a package, these proposals as 
a package have the capacity to make 

sure that our stimulus package is tar-
geted to something that is really going 
to get spent in America. Frankly, a lot 
of the other proposals out there are 
going to get spent buying retail prod-
ucts from China. You know, that is fair 
and Americans do that. But if we want 
to stimulate the economy, these pro-
posals we have now proposed have the 
added advantage of spending money 
right here. 

This will happen immediately, and 
we know it works, because all of the 
things we have proposed have been 
tested. These are not avant-garde pro-
posals. These are things we know that 
work because they have been in the 
field, we know the economic growth 
they have produced, we know they cre-
ate jobs. The weatherization program 
is doing it today. The production in-
vestment tax credits for several years 
we know created great growth. The 
most rapidly growing part of the econ-
omy right now has been the wind tur-
bine industry, and we hate to see that 
slow down, and the same can be said 
about the solar industry. 

So we simply want to continue apace 
the success we have had, and we are 
going to urge our colleagues to include 
at least a portion of our proposal in 
this package. 

We also want to note that we don’t 
want to bust the bank on this. The pro-
posals we have talked about, cumula-
tively, if this is a $100 billion stimulus 
package, this would be about 1 percent. 
We are proposing just maybe 1 percent 
of the package would include the provi-
sions we have included. If it is $50 bil-
lion, it would be 2 percent. So the 
items we have suggested today are rel-
atively modest portions of this pack-
age, but they are very important, be-
cause we are going to lose the momen-
tum the United States is starting to 
develop as a world leader in clean tech-
nology. 

We have just started to gain that mo-
mentum. We don’t want to give it up. 
It would be a shame to see these indus-
tries start to plateau just when they 
are on the growth curve of new techno-
logical development. That is not the 
American way. The American way is to 
innovate, to grow and have a con-
fidence in our economy and our inven-
tive talents. This is part and parcel of 
that, and in the spirit of the New Apol-
lo Project, something I have been advo-
cating for a long time, that we should 
have the same confidence that Kennedy 
had in the original Apollo project that 
took us to the moon, we ought to have 
the same confidence in a clean energy 
economy. 

I am not the only one talking about 
this. I was listening to Senator CLIN-
TON talk about this the other day in 
the Senate, about the need for an Apol-
lo project. She has made some pro-
posals about a stimulus package that 
are very similar to some of the ones we 
are proposing in the House. I think 

that is the right attitude we should 
have, because it is based on confidence. 

Her larger program for clean energy 
also tracks the New Apollo Project 
that I have proposed in the House that 
would really on a major league basis 
propose major investments in clean 
technology. She has proposed a major 
league weatherization program to 
weatherize 20 million homes, and that 
is the scale that we ought to be think-
ing about. She has proposed 55 mile per 
gallon standards for our cars, and a $50 
billion pool of funds to be financed by 
transferring some of the tax benefits 
that have been given to the oil and gas 
industry and put it back into the clean 
energy industry and create a multi-bil-
lion dollar fund for the research to ex-
pand this technology. That is the type 
of thing we need. We appreciate that 
going on in the Senate, and we are 
going to continue to push these ideas 
in the House. 

But let’s start on the stimulus pack-
age. It is one small step for man, 
maybe not quite a giant leap for man-
kind, but it is commonsense for Ameri-
cans that we do this. I appreciate my 
colleagues working with me, LLOYD 
DOGGETT, who has been a long time 
leader on this, TOM UDALL and others. 
We are going to push this ball. We hope 
we are successful. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BACA (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today and January 16 on ac-
count of personal business. 

Mr. SHERMAN (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today. 

Mr. VISCLOSKY (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today on account of legisla-
tive business in the State. 

Mr. WU (at the request of Mr. HOYER) 
for today on account of attending a fu-
neral. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CROWLEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. CROWLEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MICHAUD, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 
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