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to another exciting year when the Mules take 
to the field to defend their title in 2008. 

The team members are: Colton Gregg, Jor-
dan Lang, Bryan March, Anthony Roden, 
Devin Reese, Eric Stevens, Reis Cunningham, 
Steve Deferio, Ryan Fisher, Drew Knox, Alex 
Keeling, Ryan Pudlowski, Anthony Losurdo, 
Keyan Scutt, Cody Sherman, Ryon Adam, Na-
thaniel Gregg, Eli Vitale, Matt Treby, Dan Bur-
nett, Ryan Gould and Juan (Chino) Torres. 

f 

HONORING SEAN PATRICK 
ASHCRAFT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Sean Patrick Ashcraft of 
Holt, Missouri. Sean is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
494, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Sean has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Sean has been involved with 
Scouting; he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Sean Patrick Ashcraft for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008– 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, as we 
celebrate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and reflect on his life and work, we are re-
minded of the challenges that democracy 
poses to us and the delicate nature of liberty. 
Dr. King’s life, and, unfortunately, his untimely 
death, reminds us that we must continually 
work to secure and protect our freedoms. Dr. 
King, in his courage to act, his willingness to 
meet challenges, and his ability to achieve, 
embodied all that is good and true in the battle 
for liberty. 

The spirit of Dr. King lives on in the citizens 
of communities throughout our nation. It lives 
on in the people whose actions reflect the 
spirit of resolve and achievement that will help 
move our country into the future. In particular, 
several distinguished individuals from Indi-
ana’s First Congressional District will be rec-
ognized during the 29th Annual Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Memorial Breakfast on Monday, 
January 21, 2008, at the Genesis Convention 
Center in Gary, Indiana. The Gary Frontiers 
Service Club, which was founded in 1952, 
sponsors this annual breakfast. 

This year, the Gary Frontiers Club will pay 
tribute to several local individuals who have 

for decades unselfishly contributed to improv-
ing the quality of life for the people of Gary. 
Those individuals who will be recognized as 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Marchers at this 
year’s breakfast include: James Baker, Rev-
erend Carrell Cargle, Sr., Eloise Gentry, Jo-
seph Nichols, Earl Smith, Jr., and Attorney 
Frederick Work. Additionally, Finis Springer 
will be honored with the prestigious Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Drum Major Award, an award 
given out annually to an outstanding individual 
of the Gary community. 

Several other individuals will be receiving 
special recognition as well. Alpha Stewart will 
be recognized as the first female to serve as 
Chief of Police in the City of Gary. Also, Bill 
Joiner will be honored as the 2007 Yokefellow 
of the Year, and Dr. A.S. Williams will receive 
a special honor, the Founders Award, as the 
only remaining founder of the Frontiers Club. 

Though very different in nature, the achieve-
ment of all these individuals reflect many of 
the same attributes that Dr. King possessed, 
as well as the values he advocated. Like Dr. 
King, these individuals saw challenges and 
faced them with unwavering strength and de-
termination. Each one of the honored guests’ 
greatness has been found in their willingness 
to serve with ‘‘a heart full of grace and a soul 
generated by love.’’ They set goals and work 
selflessly to make them a reality. 

Madam Speaker, I urge you and my other 
distinguished colleagues to join me in com-
mending the Gary Frontiers Service Club offi-
cers: President Oliver J. Gilliam, Vice Presi-
dent James Piggee, Secretary Melvin Ward, 
Financial Secretary Sam Frazier, and Treas-
urer/Seventh District Director Floyd Donald-
son, as well as Breakfast Chairman Clorius L. 
Lay, Videographer Otho Lyles, Master of 
Ceremony Alfred Hammonds, the honorees, 
and all other members of the service club for 
their initiative, determination, and dedication to 
serving the people of Northwest Indiana. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 230TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF 
BRANDYWINE 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, our Nation 
will soon commemorate the 230th anniversary 
of the Battle of Brandywine. Let me take this 
opportunity to relate the importance of that 
battle, the largest land battle of the Revolu-
tionary War, and to remember the brave sol-
diers who fought for the independence of our 
country. 

In 1777, the British army campaigned to 
control Philadelphia, which was then the cap-
ital of the newly-declared United States of 
America. British General William Howe and his 
troops approached Philadelphia through the 
Chesapeake, landing in Elkton, Maryland in 
early September of that year. 

American General George Washington was 
confident that his army would secure the cap-
ital city. On September 9, 1777, American 
troops were stationed along the Brandywine 
River, guarding the fords. Washington’s strat-

egy was to force a fight at Chadds Ford, 
where the Americans would have the advan-
tage. 

On September 9, a small portion of British 
troops marched from Kennett Square as if 
they would battle the Americans at Chadds 
Ford. However, the majority of British troops 
this time marched north to cross the river at a 
ford unknown to Washington and his army. 

The battle began in the early morning on 
September 11. Washington, believing that all 
of Howe’s army would fight at Chadds Ford, 
was unprepared when British troops arrived at 
the right flank of the American line. He or-
dered his troops to take the high ground, near 
the Birmingham Friends Meetinghouse to de-
fend their position. However, British troops 
were already stationed nearby, and the Ameri-
cans were unable to secure these grounds. 

General Howe’s army soundly defeated the 
Americans due to their superior position and 
the surprise of their attack. By night, Washing-
ton’s troops were forced to retreat to Chester. 

Despite being outnumbered and outmaneu-
vered, Washington’s troops fought valiantly. 
The American Congress was able to escape 
from Philadelphia to safety in Lancaster, and 
then York, PA. Military supplies were also re-
moved from the capital city before the impend-
ing British takeover. 

On September 26, 1777, British forces 
marched unopposed through the city of Phila-
delphia. This takeover proved of little strategic 
value, however. 

Washington’s troops regrouped. The Gen-
eral wrote to John Hancock that night, ‘‘Not-
withstanding the misfortune of the day, I am 
happy to find the troops in good spirits; and I 
hope another time we shall compensate for 
the losses now sustained.’’ Congress sent re-
inforcements, strengthening the American 
army. 

Washington’s troops successfully defended 
the military supplies in Reading. On June 18, 
1778, British troops abandoned Philadelphia 
and the city returned to American control. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DON COLVIN 

HON. JAMES T. WALSH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor former Savannah Town 
Supervisor Don Colvin. 

Don was first elected to public office in 1959 
and served the people of Savannah for the 
next 48 years. His dedication and leadership 
helped Savannah through some of its toughest 
times. The three heavy duty trucks that Don 
sought to purchase in 1964 were essential in 
helping the town deal with the storms of 1966. 

In 1966 Don was elected chairman of the 
Wayne County Board of Supervisors, where 
his influence during trying times continued to 
be felt. After flooding affected the county in 
1972, Don played a crucial role securing a dis-
aster declaration and in helping to obtain $1 
million to fix the dikes. 

Don’s contributions were also instrumental 
in creating the Montezuma Audubon Center, 
which has helped to bring people to Savannah 
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and revitalize the town. He also helped to es-
tablish the annual Potato Fest, which grew 
from a car show that Don sponsored. 

As he vacates his role of town supervisor, 
Don leaves the town of Savannah in good 
shape to continue progressing in the future. 
On behalf of the people of New York’s 25th 
Congressional District, I thank Don for his 
commitment to the people of Savannah and 
for the hard work he has done on their behalf 
for 48 years. I wish him well in all of his future 
endeavors. 

f 

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR 
THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MISS 
JOHNNIE WHITELAW 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a long-time community servant, a 
dedicated teacher and historian, and my 
friend, Miss Johnnie Whitelaw. 

In more than 20 years of knowing Johnnie, 
I have grown to see how important she is to 
our community in Dyersburg and how much 
she is loved by her friends, former students 
and neighbors throughout West Tennessee. 
An active leader of the Dyer County Demo-
cratic Party, Johnnie was also a teacher and 
librarian from 1972 to 1991. 

Even after retiring, however, she did not 
give up on one of her greatest loves—col-
lecting oral, photographic and written first- 
hand accounts of history so that we and future 
generations will forever understand the history 
of West Tennessee and the stories of its peo-
ple. Her contributions will truly be appreciated 
for generations to come. 

Madam Speaker, I hope you and all our col-
leagues will join me in congratulating Miss 
Johnnie Whitelaw on her upcoming honor from 
the Dyer County branch of the NAACP, Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority, Community Resource 
Development and Order of the Eastern Star, 
organizations which understand how valuable 
Miss Johnnie’s contributions have been to our 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE TINICUM 
TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Tinicum Township and the 
Tinicum Township Fire Department on the 
opening of their new firehouse. 

The Tinicum Township Firehouse, named 
Station 48, will be home to the recently 
merged Essington and Lester Fire Companies. 
After several years of planning, the township’s 
hard work has produced a state of the art fa-
cility that will serve the community for years to 
come. 

The opening of Station 48 represents a new 
chapter in public safety for the township of 

Tinicum. Both the Lester and Essington Fire 
Companies have a long history of heroic and 
dedicated service. Combining them under one 
roof will maximize their ability to provide the 
entire township with coordinated fire protection 
services. 

It is my honor to have been a part of the 
Tinicum Township Fire Company’s ribbon cut-
ting ceremony this past Saturday. It is impor-
tant to recognize the brave men and women 
who volunteer their time to protect our com-
munities. Through the years, their names and 
faces have changed, but the commitment and 
pride with which they serve has persevered. 

The members of the Essington and Lester 
Fire Companies have selflessly served the 
community while balancing their full-time ca-
reers and families, and will continue to do so 
at Station 48. I ask everyone to join me in 
commending the members of the Tinicum 
Township Fire Company and to congratulate 
them on the dedication of their new firehouse. 

f 

HONORING DANIEL JESUS 
BERMEJO 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Daniel Jesus Bermejo of 
Faucett, Missouri. Daniel is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 351, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Daniel has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Daniel has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Daniel Jesus Bermejo for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NORTHWEST INDI-
ANA’S MOST DEDICATED AND 
HARDWORKING INDIVIDUALS 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008– 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great admiration and respect that I offer con-
gratulations to several of Northwest Indiana’s 
most dedicated and hardworking individuals. 
On Saturday, January 12, 2008, the Ham-
mond Letter Carriers Organization, Hammond 
Merged Branch 580 of the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers (NALC) recognized its 
retiring members for 2007, and they also hon-
ored members with at least 50 years of serv-
ice. The event was held at the Patrician ban-
quet hall in Schererville, Indiana. 

At this year’s banquet, the organization rec-
ognized the following retirees for their commit-

ment and their many years of outstanding 
service to their communities: Kenneth Durall, 
William Harper, Judy Krause, Roger Reins, 
Frank Robinson, Tim Rutz, and Audrey Simp-
son. I wish them all the best of health and 
happiness in the years to come. 

Also honored at the event for their many 
years of membership in the organization were: 
Marlin Bossard (65 years), John Schlesinger 
(60 years), Nolan Camp (58 years), Joe Wat-
son (57 years), Bell Anderson (56 years), Ray 
Breshock (54 years), Ben Dotson (54 years), 
Richard Barnard (50 years), and Joseph 
Pressnell (50 years). 

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its workforce. These individuals are 
an outstanding representation of the work 
ethic present in Northwest Indiana. They have 
demonstrated their loyalty to each other and to 
their communities through their hard work and 
selfless dedication. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in hon-
oring these dedicated and hardworking individ-
uals. They have committed themselves to the 
people of Northwest Indiana, and I am very 
proud to represent them in Washington, DC. 

f 

HONORING RETIRING HAMBURG 
TOWN COUNCILMAN MARK 
CAVALCOLI 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor Mark Cavalcoli, a longtime public serv-
ant whose retirement at the end of this year 
will mark the close of a distinguished career in 
elective office that has spanned nearly two 
and a half decades. 

Mark began his public service as a biology 
teacher, working 33 years at Frontier Central 
High School before retiring in 1997. 

In 1983 Mark was first elected to serve on 
the Hamburg Town Board, where he worked 
to improve and protect Hamburg’s unique 
character. Throughout his tenure the Council-
man was deeply involved in waterfront devel-
opment, greenspace preservation, regional co-
operation, and local master planning. 

A natural negotiator and leader, Mark acted 
as the liaison between the town board and 
several departments and also functioned at 
Deputy Supervisor for 15 years. 

Of all the great accomplishments, one of 
Councilman Cavalcoli’s proudest is working to 
provide public water to nearly 300 homes not 
connected to water lines and severely re-
stricted in their water use. 

Despite his deep involvement on the town 
board and his commitment to his wife and two 
children, Mark still found time to further serve 
his community as a member of the Hamburg 
Chamber of Commerce, Knights of Columbus, 
PTAs for Frontier and Hamburg High Schools 
and as the Chairman of the Eighteen Mile 
Creek Preservation Committee. 

In 2007, Mark Cavalcoli chose not to run for 
re-election and instead will spend time trav-
eling with Anne, his wife of 45 years. 

The Town of Hamburg is a better place be-
cause of Councilman Mark Cavalcoli’s years 
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