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Hughes shifted his focus to the community 
health arena where his innovation and accom-
plishments have made him a leader in his 
field. 

During his tenure with the Solano Coalition 
for Better Health, SCBH, Mr. Hughes has im-
plemented initiatives and strategies that pro-
mote access to health care, have improved 
population health, continue to support policy 
advancement, and increase community organi-
zation. 

As a result of his work and dedication, great 
strides have been made in eradicating dispari-
ties in health care throughout the community, 
especially in our youth population. 

Mr. Hughes designed and facilitated a com-
prehensive strategy to enroll children in appro-
priate health care coverage that is currently 
experiencing record success. In conjunction 
with successful fundraising efforts, this helped 
lead Solano County to the coveted distinction 
as one of the ‘‘100 Best Communities for 
Young People,’’ as recognized by the Amer-
ica’s Promise Alliance, for 2 consecutive 
years. 

Building on his achievements in children’s 
health awareness, Mr. Hughes has also made 
a commitment to decreasing the disparities in 
health care within minority communities in So-
lano County. Under his leadership, a major ini-
tiative is underway aimed at eliminating the 
disparities in health status that impact the Afri-
can-American residents of Solano County. At-
tention to these disparities received a con-
centrated focus with the successful celebra-
tion, ‘‘Champions for African-Americans,’’ 
sponsored by the SCBH. 

Taking his vision and dedication to the na-
tional stage, Mr. Hughes recently completed a 
2-year term as president of Communities 
Joined in Action, a national organization sup-
porting community efforts to increase access 
to health care. 

Mr. Patrick Hughes’s many accomplish-
ments have immeasurably improved Solano 
County and enriched the life of its residents. 
Mr. MILLER and I thank him for his years of 
public service and wish him success and hap-
piness in his future endeavors. 
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Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Matthew Philip Shiner of 
Platte City, Missouri. Matthew is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 351, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Matthew has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Matthew has been in-
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Matthew Philip Shiner for 

his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise before 
you today to honor Wilbur C. Henderson, the 
founder, chairman, president, and CEO of 
Henderson Group, Inc and the recipient of 
Delaware County Chamber of Commerce’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award, 2002. 

Mr. Henderson houses commercial, indus-
trial, office, professional, and retail operations 
in his buildings throughout Delaware County. 
He pioneered a new vision providing park-like 
settings to businesses in Chadds Ford, Darby 
Township, Folcroft, Media, Nether Providence, 
Sharon Hill, and Tinicum Township. 

Moreover, Mr. Henderson defended his 
country during World War II, including the Bat-
tle of the Bulge, as a distinguished member of 
the 82nd Airborne Division, 508th Parachute 
Infantry. Currently, this American hero is a re-
tired lieutenant colonel of the U.S. Army Re-
serve. 

If Mr. Henderson’s military and business ac-
complishments were not enough, he is cur-
rently active in his community as chairman of 
the Borough of Folcroft Planning Commission, 
senior deacon of the Folcroft Union Church, 
and a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
Florida Institute of Technology. Likewise, Mr. 
Henderson was formerly a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Drexel University, a 
member of the Delaware County Government 
Study Commission, a member of the Greater 
Philadelphia First Corporation, a bank director 
with Fidelity and Elmwood Federal Savings 
and Loan Association, and, last but not least, 
the chairman of the board of the Delaware 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Henderson was recognized as one of 
Drexel’s most outstanding 100 graduates and 
received numerous other awards and honors 
during his 60-year career. Wilbur C. Hender-
son may have many accomplishments, but he 
is not nearly done. This entrepreneur has fu-
ture plans to expand his programs in Dela-
ware County and Florida. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
honoring Wilbur C. Henderson. He is the living 
epitome of the American dream. Through his 
hard work, Mr. Henderson has defined Dela-
ware County’s industry for six decades, de-
fended our country during WWII, and exhibited 
altruism as a volunteer in a myriad of commu-
nity activities. 
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Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize an outstanding citizen, Mr. 

Jess A. Laird, for being named Citizen of the 
Year by the Athens Chamber of Commerce. 

Jess currently serves as president of First 
State Bank and as a board member for the 
Athens Chamber of Commerce. He devotes 
his time and efforts to not only serving, but 
also to leading the community through numer-
ous civic organizations. In addition to serving 
as the former president of the Cain Center 
board, Rotary Club, Industrial Foundation and 
the American Heart Association, Jess has 
worked with the TVCC Foundation, ETMC 
board of managers, Salvation Army and 
United Way board. 

In addition, Jess still finds time to be in-
volved at First United Methodist Church, by 
singing with the Praise Team. More impor-
tantly, Jess is a devoted husband to Susan 
and a dedicated father to two sons, Blake and 
Rex. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth Dis-
trict of Texas, I am honored to be able to rec-
ognize a constituent and good friend of mine, 
Jess, for being an invaluable leader and for 
generously offering his talents to improve his 
community. 
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HONORING REED WILLIAMS 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a hometown hero and someone who 
embodies the true spirit of the Mountain State. 

Reed Williams of Moorefield, West Virginia 
captured the attention of the nation on Janu-
ary 2, 2008 after he was named Defensive 
MVP for his outstanding performance in the 
West Virginia University Mountaineers’ historic 
win over the Oklahoma Sooners in the Fiesta 
Bowl this year. 

Reed’s talents are not only on the football 
field, but also in the classroom. He was 
named by ESPN as a member of the pres-
tigious Academic All-American Football Team 
and maintains the highest G.P.A. on the 
Mountaineer football team. Prior to his college 
career he was the valedictorian of the Moore-
field High School Class of 2005. 

Reed is currently a junior majoring in fi-
nance and plans to pursue postgraduate stud-
ies. He is the son of Robert and Jacqueline 
Williams of Moorefield, West Virginia. 

I look forward to hearing about Reed Wil-
liams’ future accomplishments both on and off 
the football field and wish him and his team-
mates congratulations on their Fiesta Bowl vic-
tory. I’m proud to call Reed Williams a fellow 
West Virginian and a true Mountaineer. 
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HONORING JOSHUA E. CATTON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Joshua E. Catton, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
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