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finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America and in earning the most prestigious 
award of Eagle Scout. 

Joshua has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Joshua has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joshua E. Catton for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

NIAGARA LOSES ITS JOBS 

HON. STEVE KAGEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, yesterday, 
Niagara, Wisconsin—a town of 1,900 people— 
was hit with an economic earthquake when 
the new corporate owner of the former Stora 
Enso paper company, Newpage, announced 
that every single one of the 319 higher-wage 
papermaking jobs would be eliminated. The 
mill is closing. Period. It’s gone. 

The paper company is the primary source of 
income and the town’s tax base. And as Niag-
ara goes, so goes our Nation. 

Niagara is paying the price for our Nation’s 
unbalanced and unfair trade policies. 

The NAFTA and CAFTA-style ‘‘fair trade’’ 
policies have failed to produce prosperity that 
professional politicians promised. 

These failed trade deals will soon bankrupt 
hard-working families in Niagara and families 
all across America. 

When will the President realize that no 
one—not even skilled papermakers—can com-
pete against slave labor in Communist China? 

China has targeted every one of our manu-
facturing industries for extinction. Textiles, 
steel, paper, automobiles, toys, pots and pans, 
even our ammunitions; what’s next? 

We must stop the bleeding of our economy 
and we must stop it now. We simply cannot 
afford to lose any more jobs, and we certainly 
cannot afford to stand by the side of the road 
and watch the tax base of every city in Amer-
ica disappear. 

Instead of exporting our jobs, we must begin 
to export our values, for without a viable econ-
omy, we have no freedom. 

Today, the good people of Niagara have 
lost their freedom. 

Congress must hear their voices, their fears, 
and their prayers. 

These papermaking jobs put food on their 
tables and helped pay the mortgages for the 
1,880 hard-working families in Niagara. The 
good people of Niagara need our economic 
and psychological support—and they need 
help now, not next year. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE STEALTH 
TAX RELIEF EXTENSION ACT OF 
2008 

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. REYNOLDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today—along with numerous original cospon-
sors—to announce the introduction of the 
‘‘Stealth Tax Relief Extension Act of 2008’’— 
new legislation that would extend to 2008 the 
temporary alternative minimum tax (AMT) re-
lief that Congress enacted on a bipartisan 
basis last month. As the lead sponsor of a 
prior bill—the ‘‘Stealth Tax Relief Extension 
Act of 2007’’ (H.R. 1112)—on which 
Congress’s year-end AMT patch bill for 2007 
was based, I urge the House to take the ear-
liest possible action this year on a new patch 
for 2008. 

As my colleagues will recall, last year’s AMT 
patch—which extended temporary AMT relief 
through December 31, 2007, without raising 
taxes—was enacted later in the legislative 
year than ever before. As a result of that un-
precedented delay in Congressional action on 
last year’s patch, the upcoming tax-filing sea-
son is expected to involve significant disrup-
tion and substantial taxpayer confusion. While 
I remain hopeful that bipartisan efforts to 
achieve a long-term AMT solution will eventu-
ally bear fruit, I sincerely hope that, over the 
weeks ahead, Republicans and Democrats 
can, at the very least, work together to prevent 
a similar situation from developing again. 

Accordingly, I am today introducing follow- 
up legislation that would simply extend for an 
additional year—through December 31, 
2008—the temporary AMT relief enacted this 
past December. I am confident that the com-
mon-sense approach taken in my new legisla-
tion will once again engender overwhelming, 
bipartisan support, just as it did last year. 

Specifically, my new legislation would in-
crease the AMT exemption level for single fil-
ers from $44,350 in 2007 to $46,200 in 2008, 
and it would increase the exemption level for 
joint filers from $66,250 in 2007 to $69,950 
this year. These increases—$1,850 for singles 
and $3,700 for joint filers—reflect the same 
dollar amounts by which Congress raised 
these exemption levels in December, and they 
represent the best current estimates of the 
amounts necessary to ensure that no addi-
tional taxpayers will be affected by AMT in 
2008 than were affected in 2007. I have sub-
mitted a formal request to the Joint Committee 
on Taxation for an updated estimate as to the 
exact dollar amounts that will be required to 
achieve this objective, and I expect to receive 
that information sometime next month. At that 
time, any appropriate adjustments to the fig-
ures included in today’s bill can be made. In 
the interest of ensuring that Congress can 
begin work on the 2008 AMA patch as early 
in the year as possible, however, I am formally 
filing this bill as a place-holder today. 

Timely introduction of this bill is all the more 
important in light of the heightened, bipartisan 
interest over recent weeks in enacting an eco-
nomic stimulus package early this year. I 
would note that the 2008 AMT patch has been 

identified by the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) as among the more effective legislative 
options to help address the current economic 
situation. As this week’s CBO report made 
clear, enacting an AMT patch early this year 
would permit hard-working, middle-class tax-
payers to properly adjust their withholding lev-
els to provide workers additional take-home 
pay in each paycheck. Because the AMT 
patch has been estimated to save affected 
taxpayers an average of about $2,000 per 
year, early enactment of my new legislation 
would be expected to increase the typical 
AMT-affected worker’s take-home pay by as 
much as $167 per month. These taxpayers 
could, in turn, use those additional funds to 
purchase food, gasoline, healthcare, or other 
critical items that would help them not only 
meet the material needs of their families, but 
spur the economy as well. In my view, this is 
precisely the sort of immediate, high-impact 
tax policy change that Congress should be 
discussing as part of the ongoing economic 
stimulus debate, and I would encourage my 
colleagues to give this idea careful consider-
ation as we work to craft a bipartisan stimulus 
package. 

Clearly, the AMT patch stands on its own 
merits as a matter of tax policy and fairness, 
as evidenced by the House’s overwhelming 
352–64 vote on the free-standing 2007 patch 
last month. Regardless of whether my new 
AMT patch legislation covering 2008 is in-
cluded as part of the forthcoming stimulus 
package or is considered separately at a later 
date, I stand ready to work with members on 
both sides of the aisle to prevent this needless 
tax increase on millions of America’s middle- 
class taxpayers, while also ensuring that we 
avoid other unwarranted tax increases that 
would further endanger our economy. Working 
together, I am confident that we can once 
again protect taxpayers from an unwelcome 
tax hike due to the AMT, and that we can do 
so in a much more responsible manner than 
occurred last year. 

f 

HONORING HAROLD C. HILL 

HON. MIKE FERGUSON 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to announce that I recently honored 
Harold C. Hill of the Scotch Plains Rescue 
Squad with the top award at the First Annual 
Volunteer Awards Breakfast, which I held in 
Bridgewater, NJ, November 29, 2007. 

Offering one’s time and energy to help oth-
ers and make a difference is what being a 
member of a community is all about, and I 
created this event and award to recognize the 
importance of volunteering in our society. In 
preparation for the event, I contacted numer-
ous volunteer organizations in New Jersey’s 
Seventh District—which includes portions of 
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and Union 
counties—and asked them to nominate an in-
dividual who has made exceptional contribu-
tions to the community. 

I was thrilled to see the number of nomina-
tions we received. Any of our nominees are 
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worthy of recognition, and my staff and I were 
faced with the difficult task of selecting a re-
cipient of our top award. 

In the end, we found Mr. Hill to be the most 
notable of the many outstanding candidates, 
and I am sure anyone who knows him and is 
familiar with his dedication to his community 
was not surprised. He was born and raised in 
Scotch Plains, NJ, and has served for 50 
years as a member of the town’s rescue 
squad, an all-volunteer organization that 
serves and protects more than 25,000 resi-
dents. 

Records indicate that during his service, Mr. 
Hill has answered more than 12,300 calls for 
assistance to the residents, businesses and 
visitors of Scotch Plains, and he still actively 
rides as an emergency medical technician an-
swering more than 250 calls a year. He also 
has been instrumental in assisting the squad 
in maintaining and upgrading ambulances and 
equipment, and is an exemplary role model to 
other members of the squad. 

As devoted as he has been to serving his 
community, perhaps Mr. Hill’s most impressive 
service was to his country. He is an American 
hero who served honorably in the Korean war, 
was twice wounded and was decorated with 
the Purple Heart. 

It is with great pride that I thank and con-
gratulate all of our nominees for their service 
and recognize Harold Hill for his exceptional 
commitment to others. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF CAGING 
PROHIBITION ACT OF 2008 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, today I 
am pleased to introduce the Caging Prohibi-
tion Act of 2008, a critical contribution to the 
Congress’s election reform efforts as we ap-
proach the 2008 election. I would like to ac-
knowledge and thank those that join me in this 
introduction—Representatives RAHM EMANUEL, 
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, XAVIER BECERRA, RUSH 
HOLT, MIKE HONDA, CAROLYN CHEEKS KIL-
PATRICK, and GWEN MOORE and members of 
my committee, the Judiciary Committee—Rep-
resentatives JERROLD NADLER, ZOE LOFGREN, 
STEVEN COHEN, and KEITH ELLISON. 

Since the late 1950’s, the pernicious prac-
tice of ‘‘voter caging’’ has been used to dis-
courage or prevent eligible voters from having 
their vote cast and counted on election day. 
Recent elections have shown that caging tac-
tics are not outdated, and in fact, have been 
used to disenfranchise voters in recent mid-
term and Presidential elections. While caging 
efforts have traditionally been directed at mi-
nority communities, all voters are susceptible 
to these attempts at voter intimidation and 
suppression. 

The undemocratic practice of voter caging 
involves sending mail to voters at the address-
es at which they are registered to vote. Should 
such mail be returned as undeliverable or 
without a return receipt, the voter’s name is 
placed on a ‘‘caging list.’’ These caging lists 
are then used to challenge a voter’s registra-

tion or eligibility. For those that suggest that 
voter caging is done with the purest of inten-
tions, I point out that this method remains an 
unreliable and dangerous way to identify ineli-
gible voters. Mail may be returned as undeliv-
erable for any number of reasons unrelated to 
an individual’s ability to vote. Typos, trans-
posed numbers, new street names, and im-
proper deliveries explain just some of the 
many reasons for returned mail. 

In my home State of Michigan, I have seen 
firsthand how caging efforts are used to har-
ass, bully, and ultimately disenfranchise, eligi-
ble voters. During the 2004 election, chal-
lengers monitored every single one of Detroit’s 
254 polling stations. With a Michigan law-
maker advocating ‘‘suppress the Detroit vote,’’ 
it was obvious why the challengers were at 
every polling place—to create a tense and 
hostile environment for those eligible voters 
who simply wished to participate in our de-
mocracy by casting a ballot. And furthermore, 
I cannot help but think that ‘‘suppress the De-
troit vote’’ is synonymous with ‘‘suppress the 
Black vote’’ as Detroit is 83 percent African 
American. These voter suppression cam-
paigns always seem to target our most vulner-
able voters—racial minorities, language mi-
norities, low-income people, homeless people, 
and college students. 

However, during the 2004 election, we 
learned that no one is immune to voter sup-
pression when Ohio and Florida caging lists 
specifically targeted soldiers whose mail was 
returned as undeliverable because they were 
stationed overseas. Here it is, our soldiers are 
fighting for democracy abroad, but find out 
that they cannot participate in democracy at 
home. During the last Presidential election, 
caging tactics were not limited to Michigan, 
Ohio, and Florida. Reports of caging came 
from all over the country—from Wisconsin, 
where ‘‘suspicious addresses’’ were used as 
the basis for challenges, to Nevada, where 
partisan gains were the acknowledged motive 
for challenges. 

Voter caging is inconsistent with the prin-
ciple that every eligible citizen should be enti-
tled to the right to vote. The Caging Prohibi-
tion Act of 2008 will clearly define and crim-
inalize voter caging and other questionable 
challenges intended to disqualify eligible vot-
ers. This bill is really quite simple. One, it re-
quires election officials to corroborate their 
caging documents with independent evidence 
before a voter can be deemed ineligible. And 
two, it limits all other challenges that do not 
come from election officials to those based on 
personal, first-hand knowledge. 

Caging tactics meant to suppress the vote 
do more than impede the right to vote. They 
threaten to erode the very core of our democ-
racy. By eliminating barriers to the polls, we 
can help restore what has been missing from 
our elections—fairness, honesty, and integrity. 

IN HONOR OF POLICE OFFICER 
VINCENT J. ROMANO, CITY OF 
NEW JERSEY, NJ 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Jersey City Police Officer Vincent J. 
Romano on the occasion of his retirement. Po-
lice Officer Romano who retired on November 
1, 2007, received numerous recognitions for 
his service, evidence that he was an out-
standing member of the Jersey City Police 
Force. 

Police Officer Romano, was appointed to 
the Jersey City Police Department in 1988, 
and initially assigned to the South District. His 
dedication garnered the trust of his superiors 
and earned him other opportunities to serve 
the Department in the West District, North Dis-
trict, Municipal Court Unit and the Records 
Room. His experience and his knowledge of 
the community also won him specialized as-
signments in the Narcotics Unit and the Vio-
lent Crimes Unit. 

Throughout his career, Police Officer Vin-
cent J. Romano has received numerous 
awards which included: 2 commendations, 11 
Excellence Police Service Awards, 3 Unit Cita-
tions and 1 World Trade Center Award. 

Please join me in honoring Police Officer 
Vincent J. Romano for his distinguished serv-
ice to the Jersey City Police Department, and 
in congratulating him, his wife, Connie, and 
their two sons, Vincent and Joseph. 

f 

COMMENDING BILL CAMERON FOR 
BEING NAMED THE SOUTHEAST 
FARMER OF THE YEAR 

HON. ROBIN HAYES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate a friend and hardworking farmer 
who has received one of the most distin-
guished awards a farmer can receive in the 
Nation. Bill Cameron, a Hoke County citizen, 
won the Swisher Sweets/Sunbelt Expo South-
eastern Farm of the Year for 2007, and I 
couldn’t be more proud of him for this well-de-
served accomplishment. 

Bill Cameron is a native of Hoke County. He 
coached the high school football team for 11 
years and then decided to focus on farming 
full time and invest his life in the agriculture in-
dustry. 

Bill started his farming operation with 82 
acres, and it has grown to almost 900 acres 
today. He is well diversified with swine, cattle, 
and row crops. His livestock operations in-
clude Santa Gertrudis cows, bulls used to 
raise seed stock, feeder steers, and a large 
breeder gilt grower operation. On the crop 
side, Cameron grows hundreds of acres of 
corn, soybeans, wheat, oats, rye, and hay. 

During the Southeastern competition, Cam-
eron was selected among ten state finalists in 
the Southeastern states including Alabama, 
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