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finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America and in earning the most prestigious 
award of Eagle Scout. 

Joshua has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Joshua has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joshua E. Catton for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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NIAGARA LOSES ITS JOBS 

HON. STEVE KAGEN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, yesterday, 
Niagara, Wisconsin—a town of 1,900 people— 
was hit with an economic earthquake when 
the new corporate owner of the former Stora 
Enso paper company, Newpage, announced 
that every single one of the 319 higher-wage 
papermaking jobs would be eliminated. The 
mill is closing. Period. It’s gone. 

The paper company is the primary source of 
income and the town’s tax base. And as Niag-
ara goes, so goes our Nation. 

Niagara is paying the price for our Nation’s 
unbalanced and unfair trade policies. 

The NAFTA and CAFTA-style ‘‘fair trade’’ 
policies have failed to produce prosperity that 
professional politicians promised. 

These failed trade deals will soon bankrupt 
hard-working families in Niagara and families 
all across America. 

When will the President realize that no 
one—not even skilled papermakers—can com-
pete against slave labor in Communist China? 

China has targeted every one of our manu-
facturing industries for extinction. Textiles, 
steel, paper, automobiles, toys, pots and pans, 
even our ammunitions; what’s next? 

We must stop the bleeding of our economy 
and we must stop it now. We simply cannot 
afford to lose any more jobs, and we certainly 
cannot afford to stand by the side of the road 
and watch the tax base of every city in Amer-
ica disappear. 

Instead of exporting our jobs, we must begin 
to export our values, for without a viable econ-
omy, we have no freedom. 

Today, the good people of Niagara have 
lost their freedom. 

Congress must hear their voices, their fears, 
and their prayers. 

These papermaking jobs put food on their 
tables and helped pay the mortgages for the 
1,880 hard-working families in Niagara. The 
good people of Niagara need our economic 
and psychological support—and they need 
help now, not next year. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE STEALTH 
TAX RELIEF EXTENSION ACT OF 
2008 

HON. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. REYNOLDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today—along with numerous original cospon-
sors—to announce the introduction of the 
‘‘Stealth Tax Relief Extension Act of 2008’’— 
new legislation that would extend to 2008 the 
temporary alternative minimum tax (AMT) re-
lief that Congress enacted on a bipartisan 
basis last month. As the lead sponsor of a 
prior bill—the ‘‘Stealth Tax Relief Extension 
Act of 2007’’ (H.R. 1112)—on which 
Congress’s year-end AMT patch bill for 2007 
was based, I urge the House to take the ear-
liest possible action this year on a new patch 
for 2008. 

As my colleagues will recall, last year’s AMT 
patch—which extended temporary AMT relief 
through December 31, 2007, without raising 
taxes—was enacted later in the legislative 
year than ever before. As a result of that un-
precedented delay in Congressional action on 
last year’s patch, the upcoming tax-filing sea-
son is expected to involve significant disrup-
tion and substantial taxpayer confusion. While 
I remain hopeful that bipartisan efforts to 
achieve a long-term AMT solution will eventu-
ally bear fruit, I sincerely hope that, over the 
weeks ahead, Republicans and Democrats 
can, at the very least, work together to prevent 
a similar situation from developing again. 

Accordingly, I am today introducing follow- 
up legislation that would simply extend for an 
additional year—through December 31, 
2008—the temporary AMT relief enacted this 
past December. I am confident that the com-
mon-sense approach taken in my new legisla-
tion will once again engender overwhelming, 
bipartisan support, just as it did last year. 

Specifically, my new legislation would in-
crease the AMT exemption level for single fil-
ers from $44,350 in 2007 to $46,200 in 2008, 
and it would increase the exemption level for 
joint filers from $66,250 in 2007 to $69,950 
this year. These increases—$1,850 for singles 
and $3,700 for joint filers—reflect the same 
dollar amounts by which Congress raised 
these exemption levels in December, and they 
represent the best current estimates of the 
amounts necessary to ensure that no addi-
tional taxpayers will be affected by AMT in 
2008 than were affected in 2007. I have sub-
mitted a formal request to the Joint Committee 
on Taxation for an updated estimate as to the 
exact dollar amounts that will be required to 
achieve this objective, and I expect to receive 
that information sometime next month. At that 
time, any appropriate adjustments to the fig-
ures included in today’s bill can be made. In 
the interest of ensuring that Congress can 
begin work on the 2008 AMA patch as early 
in the year as possible, however, I am formally 
filing this bill as a place-holder today. 

Timely introduction of this bill is all the more 
important in light of the heightened, bipartisan 
interest over recent weeks in enacting an eco-
nomic stimulus package early this year. I 
would note that the 2008 AMT patch has been 

identified by the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) as among the more effective legislative 
options to help address the current economic 
situation. As this week’s CBO report made 
clear, enacting an AMT patch early this year 
would permit hard-working, middle-class tax-
payers to properly adjust their withholding lev-
els to provide workers additional take-home 
pay in each paycheck. Because the AMT 
patch has been estimated to save affected 
taxpayers an average of about $2,000 per 
year, early enactment of my new legislation 
would be expected to increase the typical 
AMT-affected worker’s take-home pay by as 
much as $167 per month. These taxpayers 
could, in turn, use those additional funds to 
purchase food, gasoline, healthcare, or other 
critical items that would help them not only 
meet the material needs of their families, but 
spur the economy as well. In my view, this is 
precisely the sort of immediate, high-impact 
tax policy change that Congress should be 
discussing as part of the ongoing economic 
stimulus debate, and I would encourage my 
colleagues to give this idea careful consider-
ation as we work to craft a bipartisan stimulus 
package. 

Clearly, the AMT patch stands on its own 
merits as a matter of tax policy and fairness, 
as evidenced by the House’s overwhelming 
352–64 vote on the free-standing 2007 patch 
last month. Regardless of whether my new 
AMT patch legislation covering 2008 is in-
cluded as part of the forthcoming stimulus 
package or is considered separately at a later 
date, I stand ready to work with members on 
both sides of the aisle to prevent this needless 
tax increase on millions of America’s middle- 
class taxpayers, while also ensuring that we 
avoid other unwarranted tax increases that 
would further endanger our economy. Working 
together, I am confident that we can once 
again protect taxpayers from an unwelcome 
tax hike due to the AMT, and that we can do 
so in a much more responsible manner than 
occurred last year. 
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HONORING HAROLD C. HILL 

HON. MIKE FERGUSON 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 17, 2008 

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to announce that I recently honored 
Harold C. Hill of the Scotch Plains Rescue 
Squad with the top award at the First Annual 
Volunteer Awards Breakfast, which I held in 
Bridgewater, NJ, November 29, 2007. 

Offering one’s time and energy to help oth-
ers and make a difference is what being a 
member of a community is all about, and I 
created this event and award to recognize the 
importance of volunteering in our society. In 
preparation for the event, I contacted numer-
ous volunteer organizations in New Jersey’s 
Seventh District—which includes portions of 
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset and Union 
counties—and asked them to nominate an in-
dividual who has made exceptional contribu-
tions to the community. 

I was thrilled to see the number of nomina-
tions we received. Any of our nominees are 
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