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seven million Americans still live in poverty 
and 47 million Americans are without health 
insurance. In my home state of Texas, 16,000 
brave men and women who have served 
nobly in our Nation’s military go homeless 
every night. 

These statistics are unbecoming of the 
wealthiest Nation in the history of our planet. 
As a Nation, we must undertake all efforts 
necessary to end the scourge of poverty. One 
of the best ways to move forward in this effort 
is to promote good jobs and to ensure that all 
jobs pay livable wages. 

Congress made great progress last year by 
passing a long-overdue increase in the min-
imum wage and providing that it will increase 
to $7.25 per hour next year. A full-time job 
should be a bridge out of poverty, an oppor-
tunity to make a living through work. Unfortu-
nately, for many Americans, especially those 
with families, it is not. 

In our great country, it is unacceptable that 
poverty continues to devastate the lives of 
tens of millions of our fellow Americans. For 
this reason, I strongly support this resolution 
and believe that Congress must continue 
working to make the principles expressed in 
the resolution a reality. I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of this important resolution and I com-
mend my good friend and colleague, Ms. BAR-
BARA LEE of California, for introducing the res-
olution. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 198, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

JUDGE RICHARD B. ALLSBROOK 
POST OFFICE 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4211) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 725 Roanoke Avenue in Roa-
noke Rapids, North Carolina, as the 
‘‘Judge Richard B. Allsbrook Post Of-
fice’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4211 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. JUDGE RICHARD B. ALLSBROOK 

POST OFFICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 725 
Roanoke Avenue in Roanoke Rapids, North 
Carolina, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Judge Richard B. Allsbrook Post Of-
fice’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 

record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Judge Richard B. 
Allsbrook Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
and the gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. SHAYS) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am pleased to join my colleagues in 
consideration of H.R. 4211 which names 
a postal facility in Roanoke Rapids, 
North Carolina, the Judge Richard B. 
Allsbrook Post Office. 

H.R. 4211 was introduced by Rep-
resentative BUTTERFIELD of North 
Carolina on November 15, 2007. It was 
reported from the House Oversight 
Committee on December 12, 2007 by 
voice vote. This measure has been co-
sponsored by 12 Members and has sup-
port of the entire North Carolina con-
gressional delegation. 

I am asking the House to join me in 
honoring Judge Richard B. Allsbrook, a 
dedicated civil servant, who passed 
away in October 2007. 

Judge Allsbrook served his country 
as a second lieutenant in the United 
States Navy before becoming an attor-
ney in North Carolina at a family law 
firm. In 1978, Judge Allsbrook was ap-
pointed resident superior court judge 
for the Sixth Judicial District, from 
which he retired in September 2000. In 
addition, he served as a mediator in the 
North Carolina judicial system, and 
was sitting president of the Roanoke 
Rapids Chamber of Commerce. 
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The community was deeply touched 
by his efforts. Madam Speaker, I urge 
swift passage of this bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, I yield 

such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to urge 

passage of this bill honoring the late 
Honorable Judge Richard B. Allsbrook 
with the naming of the Judge Richard 
B. Allsbrook Post Office located at 725 
Roanoke Avenue, in Roanoke Rapids, 
North Carolina. Described as a ‘‘metic-
ulous, fair and compassionate’’ jurist, 
Allsbrook served as the Superior Court 
Judge for the Sixth Judicial District in 
Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina, for 22 
years before retiring in 2000. 

A native of Halifax, and son of the 
late State Senator Julian Allsbrook, 
Judge Allsbrook earned his under-
graduate degree and his juris doctorate 
from the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill. 

After spending 4 years as a second 
lieutenant in the U.S. Navy, Allsbrook 
spent 20 years practicing law with his 
father in the practice of Allsbrook, 
Benton and Knott. 

Judge Allsbrook was also an active 
member of the community, serving as 
the president of the Roanoke Rapids 
Kiwanis Club and the president of the 
Roanoke Rapids Chamber of Com-
merce. He also received awards for his 
service to the community, including 
the Boy Scouts of America’s Distin-
guished Citizen Award. 

A dedicated father and grandfather, 
distinguished public servant, and valu-
able member of the community, Judge 
Allsbrook touched many lives and, fit-
tingly, his life deserves to be recog-
nized with the naming of the Judge 
Richard B. Allsbrook Post Office in Ro-
anoke Rapids, North Carolina, in his 
honor. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a great leader and powerful fig-
ure in North Carolina by naming the post of-
fice located at 725 Roanoke Avenue in Roa-
noke Rapids, North Carolina as the Judge 
Richard B. Allsbrook Post Office. Unfortu-
nately, Judge Allsbrook passed away on Octo-
ber 26, 2007, just a few months before we 
were able to bestow upon him this great 
honor. 

Judge Allsbrook was a native of Halifax 
County, North Carolina—one of the largest 
and most populated areas of my congres-
sional district. He was born in 1929 to State 
Senator Julian and Mrs. Frances Allsbrook. 

In his formative years, Richard Allsbrook at-
tended Roanoke Rapids High School where 
he excelled academically. After graduating, 
Richard attended the University of North Caro-
lina, Chapel Hill where he received a bach-
elors of arts degree. He went on to attend law 
school at the prestigious University of North 
Carolina School of Law, and subsequently 
served for 4 years with the United States Navy 
as a second lieutenant. 

Madam Speaker, after honorably serving his 
country in the military, Richard returned to Ro-
anoke Rapids to practice law with his father in 
the firm of Allsbrook, Benton and Knott. During 
his 20 years as a practicing attorney, he al-
ways took time for his clients and worked dili-
gently to ensure that they were represented to 
the best of his ability. His meticulous nature 
and even temperament served him well when 
he was appointed resident superior court 
judge for the Sixth Judicial District in 1978. 
Over the next 22 years, he tempered justice 
with mercy, earning a reputation as a fair, 
compassionate jurist. All those present in his 
courtroom—attorneys, defendants, jurors, wit-
nesses and court personnel—consistently 
found him to be well-prepared, respectful, and 
courteous. I had the privilege of practicing law 
before Judge Allsbrook on many occasions 
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prior to my election as Resident Superior 
Court Judge when I became his colleague. 

After serving as Senior Resident Superior 
Court Judge for over two decades, he retired 
in September 2000 and worked as a mediator 
in the North Carolina judicial system. 

Judge Allsbrook attended the Rosemary 
Baptist Church for over 50 years. He was a 
dedicated deacon, trustee and Sunday School 
teacher where he worked to enrich each per-
son with whom he came into contact. He was 
also dedicated to improving the community 
through his involvement in the Kiwanis Club 
where he served as president, and also the 
Roanoke Rapids Chamber of Commerce 
where he also served as president. Because 
of his dedication and commitment to the com-
munity, Judge Allsbrook received the Jaycees’ 
Distinguished Service Award and also re-
ceived the Boy Scouts of America Distin-
guished Citizen Award. 

Madam Speaker, sadly, Judge Allsbrook’s 
devoted and loving wife Barbara passed away 
in February of last year—just 8 months before 
Judge Allsbrook. Judge Allsbrook and his wife 
Barbara reared 2 children, Barbara Alison who 
resides in Roanoke, and Richard Jr., who re-
sides in Boston. 

Judge Richard Allsbrook was indeed a pillar 
of the Halifax community. He was my dear 
friend and I am so proud to have known him. 
Roanoke Rapids, Halifax County, and the 
State of North Carolina is a better place be-
cause of Richard Allsbrook’s sacrifices and 
contributions on behalf of so many. 

This legislation—H.R. 4211—has bipartisan 
support and is cosponsored by the entire 
North Carolina Congressional Delegation. It is 
my hope that my colleagues here in the 
House will join me and my North Carolina col-
leagues in voting ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 4211. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
have no further speakers, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 4211. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ESTABLISHING NATIONAL TUNNEL 
INSPECTION STANDARDS 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 409) to amend title 23, United 
States Code, to inspect highway tun-
nels, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 409 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. NATIONAL TUNNEL INSPECTION PRO-
GRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 23, United States 
Code, is amended by inserting after section 
149 the following: 
‘‘§ 150. National tunnel inspection program 

‘‘(a) NATIONAL TUNNEL INSPECTION STAND-
ARDS.—The Secretary, in consultation with 
State transportation departments and inter-
ested and knowledgeable private organiza-
tions and individuals, shall establish na-
tional tunnel inspection standards for the 
proper safety inspection and evaluation of 
all highway tunnels. The standards estab-
lished under this subsection shall be de-
signed to ensure uniformity among the 
States in the conduct of such inspections and 
evaluations. 

‘‘(b) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR INSPEC-
TION STANDARDS.—The standards established 
under subsection (a) shall, at a minimum— 

‘‘(1) specify, in detail, the method by which 
highway tunnel inspections shall be carried 
out by the States; 

‘‘(2) establish the maximum time period 
between the inspections based on a risk-man-
agement approach; 

‘‘(3) establish the qualifications for those 
charged with carrying out the inspections; 

‘‘(4) require each State to maintain and 
make available to the Secretary upon re-
quest— 

‘‘(A) written reports on the results of the 
inspections together with notations of any 
action taken pursuant to the findings of the 
inspections; and 

‘‘(B) current inventory data for all high-
way tunnels located in the State reflecting 
the findings of the most recent highway tun-
nel inspections conducted; 

‘‘(5) establish procedures for national cer-
tification of highway tunnel inspectors; 

‘‘(6) establish procedures for conducting 
annual compliance reviews of State inspec-
tions and State implementation of quality 
control and quality assurance procedures; 
and 

‘‘(7) establish standards for State tunnel 
management systems to improve the tunnel 
inspection process and the quality of data 
collected and reported by the States to the 
Secretary for inclusion in the national tun-
nel inventory to be established under this 
section. 

‘‘(c) TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 
FOR TUNNEL INSPECTORS.—The Secretary, in 
cooperation with State transportation de-
partments, shall establish a program de-
signed to ensure that all individuals carrying 
out highway tunnel inspections receive ap-
propriate training and certification. Such 
program shall be revised from time to time 
to take into account new and improved tech-
niques. 

‘‘(d) NATIONAL TUNNEL INVENTORY.—The 
Secretary shall establish a national inven-
tory of highway tunnels reflecting the find-
ings of the most recent highway tunnel in-
spections conducted by States under this 
section. 

‘‘(e) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—To carry out 
this section, the Secretary may use funds 
made available pursuant to the provisions of 
sections 104(a) and 502.’’. 

(b) SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM.— 
Section 133(b)(1) of such title is amended by 
inserting ‘‘, tunnels that are eligible for as-
sistance under this title (including safety in-
spection of such tunnels),’’ after ‘‘high-
ways)’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The analysis 
for chapter 1 of such title is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 149 
the following: 
‘‘150. National tunnel inspection program.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. DEFAZIO) and the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 409. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, this 

legislation will fill a gap in the na-
tional inspection regime and in public 
safety, one that was brought to our at-
tention by the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. CAPUANO). Obviously, a 
failing infrastructure is very much on 
the minds of the public, given the col-
lapse in Minnesota this last year, but, 
unfortunately, the Minnesota instance 
is not unique and it points to the need 
for constant vigilance and inspection of 
the critical infrastructure to avoid 
tragic accidents. And in this case, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts has 
pointed out that we do not have a reg-
ular regime of tunnel inspection, nor 
do we have standards which are set na-
tionally for tunnel safety and inspec-
tion, nor do we have certified tunnel 
inspectors. All of that would be rec-
tified by this legislation, so I’m very 
supportive of the legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to 
voice my strong support for H.R. 409, 
and I would also like to commend 
Chairman DEFAZIO and the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. CAPUANO) for 
bringing this bill to the floor at this 
time. 

On August 2, the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee passed an 
earlier version of this bill on a voice 
vote. I believe that the entire com-
mittee agreed with the main objective 
of this bill, to ensure that our Nation’s 
highway tunnels are safe. But some 
members had concerns about the new 
tunnel inspections directly competing 
with ongoing bridge inspections. This 
substitute bill addresses these con-
cerns. 

This bill requires the Federal High-
way Administration to establish a new 
national highway tunnel inspection 
program in consultation with State 
DOTs and other knowledgeable organi-
zations. The new tunnel inspection pro-
gram is modeled directly on the exist-
ing highway bridge inspection program 
and addresses three major areas: One, 
it establishes national highway tunnel 
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