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The House passed this bill on October 

2nd of last year, and today we take it 
up again as amended by the Senate, 
which removed three lines of author-
izing language. 

For over 200 years, countless Africans 
died appalling deaths during the so- 
called ‘‘Middle Passage,’’ the inhumane 
overseas voyage of their lives to slav-
ery. Many Africans never made it to 
the Americas because they died on the 
way. 

In that era, as throughout history, 
man’s inhumanity to man had a lot to 
do with money. The Middle Passage re-
ferred to a middle portion of a tri-
angular trade in cargo and people that 
began and ended in Europe. 

Portuguese, English, Spanish, 
French, Dutch and other traders, in-
cluding Americans, arrived on the West 
Coast of Africa where they sold or trad-
ed European cargo of textiles, firearms 
and other goods for Africans, who had 
been enslaved or kidnapped in many 
cases by other Africans. From there, 
they began the inhumane ‘‘Middle’’ 
journey to the Caribbean Islands and 
the Americas, during which many of 
them died. In the New World, which in-
cluded North and South America and 
the Caribbean Islands, the slaves were 
sold for profit and traded for colonial 
goods that traveled mainly back to Eu-
rope, such as rum, sugar, rice and mo-
lasses. 

Most of the victims of the Atlantic 
slave trade ended up in the Caribbean 
Islands and South America. Approxi-
mately 5 percent ended up in North 
America. These humans served as 
cheap forced labor for profiteers. 

As recognized in this bill, the Trans-
atlantic Slave Act went into effect 200 
years ago this month, prohibiting the 
importation of slaves into the United 
States. President Thomas Jefferson au-
thorized this act in 1808. Sadly, in spite 
of the formal prohibition and the act of 
Congress, this shameful institution of 
slavery persisted in this country for 
nearly 6 decades afterwards. 

This bill will establish a commission 
to ensure that this important anniver-
sary is appropriately commemorated 
within the United States and abroad. It 
will help afford all Americans the op-
portunity to learn more about the in-
stitution of slavery and its vestiges so 
that we may understand this tragic as-
pect of history. 

In addition to promoting greater tol-
erance and understanding within the 
United States, this commission can 
also help shed light on the fact that 
slavery still exists in the modern world 
200 years after the transatlantic slave 
trade was abolished. It exists today as 
it did in the past because of greed. It 
exists in the form of human traf-
ficking. It exists wherever any group is 
systematically robbed of their funda-
mental human rights. These problems 
are undeniably real for the hundreds 
and thousands of women and children 

who are trafficked internationally 
every year. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate, on 
the day after we honor the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King, a humanitarian 
and advocate of basic human rights, 
that we pass this legislation. 

I want to thank the author of the 
bill, the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. PAYNE) for his efforts. 

I urge all colleagues to support this 
measure. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PAYNE. Let me thank the gen-
tleman from Texas for his eloquent 
statement, very well done, and thank 
you very much for your support of this 
legislation. 

As we conclude, there were two other 
Members who indicated they wanted to 
speak, but I think that our time is 
about expiring. 

But let me, once again, thank our 
chairman and ranking member for as-
sisting us in bringing this bill forward. 
We hope that, as has been indicated, 
that we will be able to deal with mod-
ern-day slavery. We have problems in 
our country today where people are 
being brought in from eastern Europe 
and other areas where they are being 
exploited, and we need to really be 
more vigilant about wiping some of 
these terrible practices away. 

And so, we hope that this commis-
sion will focus not only on the past, 
deal with the present, but also deal 
with the future. And we certainly ap-
preciate the support from the other 
body and the senior Senator from New 
Jersey. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
3432, the 200th Anniversary Commemoration 
Commission of the Abolition of the Trans-
atlantic Slave Trade of 2007, which I am 
proud, along with over 95 of my colleagues, to 
cosponsor. This legislation recognizes the 
200th anniversary of the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade, and it establishes the rubric from which 
the Commission, to be known as the ‘‘Trans-
atlantic Slave Trade 200th Anniversary Com-
mission,’’ shall be formed. 

I would like to thank my distinguished col-
league, Congressman PAYNE, for introducing 
this important legislation, as well as the Chair-
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
Congressman LANTOS, for his leadership on 
this issue. 

Madam Speaker, though 200 years have 
passed since the abolition of the transatlantic 
slave trade, the legacy of slavery continues to 
have a profound impact on American society. 
The legacy of social and economic disparity 
lives on, as do hatred, bias, and discrimina-
tion. Despite two centuries of progress, the Af-
rican American community continues to feel 
the impact of the transatlantic slave trade, and 
subsequent years of racism and persecution. 

While our Nation has pursued the ideals of 
liberty and equality for all, there still remain 
steps that must be taken in order to ensure 
that even such a dark piece of our Nation’s 
history be preserved and its conclusion at the 

hand of President Thomas Jefferson be cele-
brated. 

Madam Speaker, the bill before us estab-
lishes a commission to cultivate and preserve 
the memory of a grave injustice in American 
history: we must recognize and in some small 
way try to rectify our past. In the early years 
of the Republic, the transatlantic slave trade 
constituted a thriving economic vein of the 
United States. By 1807, millions of Africans 
had been captured and transported to the 
Americas, many perishing as the result of tor-
ture, rape, malnutrition, and disease. It was 
not until March of 1807 that President Thomas 
Jefferson signed into law ‘‘An Act to prohibit 
the importation of slaves into any port or place 
within the jurisdiction of the United States,’’ a 
Congressionally approved bill intended to end 
the heinous practice of the transatlantic slave 
trade. 

It is in commemoration of President Jeffer-
son’s revolutionary act, and to explore further 
the impacts of the slave trade on our Nation 
that H.R. 3432 establishes the 200th Anniver-
sary Commemoration Commission. This im-
portant commission will be composed of 11 
congressionally appointed members charged 
with the task of planning, developing, and exe-
cuting programs and activities appropriate to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
abolition of the transatlantic slave trade. 
Though the Senate amendments to this bill 
strike the appropriation of funds for this impor-
tant legislation, I still feel that this is an imper-
ative first step in the right direction. While I am 
disappointed that the Senate did not see fit to 
allocate the necessary funds to see the forma-
tion of this unprecedented commission to fru-
ition, I remain supportive of the significant mis-
sion of this legislation and hope to see it 
through to its completion. 

January 1, 2008, marked the 200th anniver-
sary of the ‘‘Act to Prohibit the Importation of 
Slaves.’’ The United States today serves as a 
moral compass for the rest of the world and 
as such we must provide a voice for human 
trafficking issues. Our willingness to confront 
our Nation’s past and to address the impacts 
of the slave trade and its legacy on the United 
States strengthens our undeterred commit-
ment to serving as an advocate for human 
rights and freedom in the international commu-
nity. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this important legislation. 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PAYNE) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 3432. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 
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Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 29 min-

utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. GUTIERREZ) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 4211, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 866, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

JUDGE RICHARD B. ALLSBROOK 
POST OFFICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 4211, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 4211. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 391, nays 0, 
not voting 39, as follows: 

[Roll No. 19] 

YEAS—391 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachus 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 

Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 

Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 

Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kirk 

Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 

Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Rothman 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Souder 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 

Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 

Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 

Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—39 

Bachmann 
Baird 
Baker 
Berman 
Brown, Corrine 
Costello 
Davis (IL) 
DeGette 
Ellison 
Gallegly 
Giffords 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 

Hare 
Harman 
Hayes 
Hinojosa 
Hunter 
Johnson (IL) 
Kingston 
LaHood 
Lantos 
Lucas 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Napolitano 

Radanovich 
Rahall 
Rohrabacher 
Ross 
Roybal-Allard 
Rush 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sherman 
Snyder 
Solis 
Sutton 
Watt 
Wilson (OH) 

b 1854 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-

day, January 22, 2008, I was absent during 
rollcall vote No. 19. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on H.R. 4211—To 
designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 725 Roanoke Ave-
nue in Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina, as 
the ‘‘Judge Richard B. Allsbrook Post Office’’. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall vote 
No. 19 on passing the Judge Richard B. 
Allsbrook Post Office Bill, I was unavoidably 
detained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 866, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
DEFAZIO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 866. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 391, nays 0, 
not voting 39, as follows: 

[Roll No. 20] 

YEAS—391 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 

Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 

Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
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