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During his State House years, Ric was 

known as a maverick, and earned the nick-
name ‘‘Nitro’’ for his energy. He was an inde-
pendent and aggressive leader who preferred 
making good policy over playing politics. 

In 2001, Governor Perry appointed Ric to 
serve on the five-person Commission that 
oversees statewide activities of the Texas De-
partment of Transportation. In 2004, he be-
came the Commission’s chairman. His tenure 
at the Commission was sometimes controver-
sial, but, as my friend and colleague from the 
26th district in Texas, Dr. Michael Burgess, 
said, Ric Williamson was ‘‘unafraid to chal-
lenge the status quo, and was a highly re-
garded leader bringing innovative ideas to pro-
vide safe, economic and reliable transportation 
to improve the daily lives of Texans.’’ 

Ric is survived by his wife Mary Ann 
Williamson and three daughters, Melissa 
Meyer, Katherine Strange, and Sara 
Williamson, as well as two grandchildren. 

In closing, I will quote another friend of 
Ric’s, the Administrator of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation Federal Highway Ad-
ministration. ‘‘Texas has lost a proud son, as 
has the nation’s transportation community.’’ 
Ric Williamson was a visionary leader and a 
straight talker. He will be sorely missed. 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF JOHN 
MICHAEL GRANVILLE, AN AMER-
ICAN DIPLOMAT 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an outstanding cit-
izen of Buffalo and Western New York, John 
Michael Granville, an American diplomat who 
devoted his adult life to promoting peace 
through his foreign aid and humanitarian work 
in Africa. 

John Granville, who worked for the U.S. 
Agency for International Development (US 
AID) in Sudan, was fatally shot after attending 
a party at the British Embassy in Khartoum. 
His sudden passing is a great shock to us all 
and my thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily and friends at this very difficult time. In this 
senseless tragedy, we lost a man of peace 
and purpose, a man who had dedicated him-
self to making the world a better place for oth-
ers. 

John Granville was a thoughtful and honor-
able man who was deeply loved by his family, 
friends and the community. Born and raised in 
my hometown of Buffalo, NY, John Granville 
was an outstanding young man. We are proud 
to salute John and honor him for his lasting 
service to our nation and to countries abroad 
and for the important humanitarian work he 
was doing in Africa. 

John was a graduate of Canisius High 
School, Fordham University and held a Mas-
ter’s degree in International Development from 
Clark University. The John M. Granville ’93 
Memorial Scholarship has been established at 
his high school alma mater in his memory as 
family; friends and classmates want to make 
sure he will never be forgotten. 

Before joining USAID, John served as a 
Peace Corps volunteer in Cameroon, where 
he helped build the first school in a rural vil-
lage. His love for Africa and the people of Afri-
ca was realized during his years of service 
there. John’s most recent work involved dis-
tributing radios to people in the southern part 
of Sudan to maximize the effect of the agen-
cy’s broadcasting initiatives in Sudan’s south-
ern region, which is recovering from a 21-year 
civil war. The goal was to prepare southern 
Sudan for elections in 2009, and a possible 
referendum in 2011 on independence. 

We know John will be missed beyond 
measure by his loving mother, Jane, his be-
loved sister Katie and brother-in law Sean, his 
loving nieces Caroline, Julia, Hanna and Molly 
and nephew Matthew, his extended family and 
dear friends. Everyone who knew or was influ-
enced by John will mourn his loss in their own 
way. I will do my part to honor John’s memory 
by calling upon the Administration to strength-
en its efforts to protect American diplomats 
serving overseas and to bring stability to 
Sudan and the surrounding region. 

We must pray for the Granville, O’Connell 
and McCabe Families and for John Granville, 
with a tremendous sense of appreciation for 
the great sacrifice that he made as he worked 
to promote peace in Africa. I take the liberty 
of honoring John’s life and legacy by including 
the statement issued by his family, ‘‘John’s life 
was a celebration of love, hope and peace. He 
will be missed by many people throughout the 
world whose lives were touched and made 
better because of his care.’’ 
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OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 15, 2008 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor and acknowledge Timothy Rey-
nolds, Fire Chief of the Wayne Fire Depart-
ment, upon his retirement from a distinguished 
twenty-five-year career in public service. 

For over two decades, since joining the 
Wayne Fire Department on June 24, 1982, 
Fire Chief Reynolds has served the citizens of 
Wayne, Michigan with distinction. Throughout 
his career with the department, Timothy 
served in numerous capacities having been 
promoted to Lieutenant in December 1994, 
Captain in 1997, and Fire Chief in 2003 where 
he served until December 14, 2007. 

Timothy Reynolds worked tirelessly to fur-
ther his education and sharpen his abilities in 
order to better serve the citizens of Wayne. 
Fire Chief Reynolds holds numerous degrees 
and certifications, including a degree in Fire 
Science Technology from Henry Ford Commu-
nity College, a State of Michigan certified 
Paramedic license, and a Fire Inspector certifi-
cation with the Michigan State Fire Marshal 
Office. Fire Chief Reynolds has served as the 
Emergency Program Manager for the City of 
Wayne and is an active member of the Inter-
national Association of Arson Investigators, 
the Michigan Fire Chiefs Association, and the 
Southeastern Michigan Fire Chiefs Associa-

tion. Among his many accomplishments, Fire 
Chief Reynolds remains most proud of his 
family, which includes his wife of twenty-nine 
years, Shannon, and their three children, Jen-
nifer, Neil, and Maureen. 

Madam Speaker, for twenty-five years Fire 
Chief Reynolds has faithfully served the citizen 
of Michigan. As he enters the next phase of 
his life, he leaves behind a legacy of dedica-
tion, honor, and courage. Today, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Fire Chief 
Timothy Reynolds upon his retirement and 
recognizing his years of loyal service to our 
community and country. 
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2007 UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 
MEN’S LACROSSE TEAM 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 15, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute 
to the 2007 University of Delaware Men’s La-
crosse team. In 2007 the Blue Hens’ record 
was 13–6 in intercollegiate play, posting its fin-
est season in school history and advancing all 
the way to the NCAA national semifinals. 

The Blue Hens opened up the season with 
five straight wins, but began to struggle and 
by mid season they were just 6–5. In mid-April 
the Blue Hens rallied in the final quarter to de-
feat Colonial Athletic Association (CAA) foe 
Villanova 19–18, thus igniting the Blue Hens 
into winning seven straight games before the 
national semifinal loss. 

Upon entering the tournament, the Blue 
Hens defeated the defending National Cham-
pions and the No. 2 ranked University of Vir-
ginia. Delaware then defeated the University 
of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC) in the 
national quarterfinals at Navy to earn a spot in 
the Final Four. 

The Blue Hens are coached by Bob 
Shillinglaw who has coached at Delaware for 
more than 30 years and is one of the Nation’s 
most respected and successful coaches. This 
past year Coach Shillinglaw’s team was led by 
a strong senior class, which included 2 All- 
Americans, Alex Smith and Jordan Hall and 
All-CAA selections Adam Zuder-Havens, Dan 
Deckelbaum, and Rob Smith. 

I congratulate Coach Bob Shillinglaw and 
the 2007 University of Delaware Men’s La-
crosse team for their success, and the pride 
they have shown as representatives of the 
University of Delaware and the First State. 
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FREEDOM FOR CARLOS JESUS 
MENENDEZ CERVERA 

HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 15, 2008 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to speak about 
Carlos Jesus Menendez Cervera, a political 
prisoner in totalitarian Cuba. 

Mr. Menendez Cervera is a member of the 
Cuban Commission on Human Rights and Na-
tional Reconciliation (CCDHRN), Executive 
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