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Afghanistan is that military success is 
not sufficient to win. Economic devel-
opment, institution building, and rule 
of law, promoting internal reconcili-
ation, good governance, providing basic 
services to the people, and strategic 
communications are essential ingredi-
ents for long-term success.’’ He also 
called for an increase in spending on 
the soft power components of national 
security. These include diplomacy, for-
eign assistance, and economic recon-
struction and development. 

I agree with Secretary Gates about 
all of this, but this appears to be one 
more example of our leaders not back-
ing up their words with actions. This 
administration has relied solely upon 
military power to achieve its objec-
tives. It hasn’t believed in diplomacy 
in the first place, or of the other ele-
ments of soft power. 

Our leaders think they can bomb and 
shoot their way to a more democratic 
and peaceful world, and they’ve been 
proven wrong over and over again. In 
their latest testimony before the 
House, our generals have told us that 
our occupation of Iraq may last until 
the year 2020. And even Secretary 
Gates has undermined his own lofty 
rhetoric about diplomacy by saying 
that a 50-year occupation would be just 
fine with him. 

The only way to restore our moral 
leadership and our ability to influence 
events is to responsibly redeploy our 
troops out of Iraq. That would allow 
the regional and international diplo-
macy needed to end the conflict to 
begin. It is up to Congress to use its 
power of the purse to make this hap-
pen. The administration will never do 
it. Our leaders offer us high-minded 
speeches about the rule of law and di-
plomacy, but all they give us are blood-
shed and occupation. And Mr. Speaker, 
it must stop. 

f 

INCREASED BORDER SECURITY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, over the weekend, a tragic in-
cident took place along our Nation’s 
southern border. On January 20, 2008, 
Border Patrol Agent Luis Aguilar was 
attempting to disable the vehicles of 
two suspected smugglers who entered 
this country illegally at the Southern 
California border. Agent Aguilar was 
struck and killed by one of the vehicles 
as it fled back to Mexico. 

The tragic death of this border agent 
highlights the need for our government 
to get serious about defending our bor-
ders. As a key step in addressing this 
need, I recently introduced H.R. 4987, 
Defense By Date Certain Act. This leg-
islation would mandate and fully fund 
the completion of a double-layered 
fence at designated locations on our 
southern border by June 30, 2009. 

b 1930 
The fence alone cannot solve the ille-

gal immigration crises, but it is an im-
portant step in securing our borders 
and regaining control of our Nation’s 
sovereignty. The chaos and violence 
along our southern border is putting 
the lives of U.S. citizens and law en-
forcement officers at risk. Our Nation 
can no longer allow smugglers to cross 
our borders illegally, ignore our laws, 
carry guns, intimidate, and even mur-
der our border agents. 

Mr. Speaker, as Members of the 
House are well aware, two other vic-
tims of violence on our southern border 
have now served more than a year in 
Federal prison. Agents Ramos and 
Compean entered Federal prison on 
January 17, 2007, and are serving 11- 
and 12-year prison sentences. These 
agents were convicted in March of 2006 
for shooting a Mexican drug smuggler 
who brought 743 pounds of marijuana 
across our border into Texas. Ramos 
and Compean were doing their duty to 
protect the American people from an 
illegal alien drug smuggler. 

There is bipartisan agreement among 
Members of Congress that the over-
zealous prosecution of these agents, 
and their excessive prison sentences, is 
a tremendous miscarriage of justice. 
While our calls for a pardon have gone 
unanswered, these agents continue to 
languish in Federal prison away from 
their families and loved ones. 

Again I call on Chairman JOHN CON-
YERS to schedule a hearing of the 
House Judiciary Committee to fully 
examine this case. I am hopeful that 
the committee will review the jus-
tification for the indictment of these 
agents, which I sincerely believe have 
no justification, and how this U.S. At-
torney’s Office proceeded in this case. 

Mr. Speaker, when those who bravely 
defend our borders are prosecuted, it 
sends a terrible message to illegal 
aliens and drug smugglers. Our south-
ern borders are threatened, and it is 
time for our government to start de-
fending its citizens from these who will 
cross our borders illegally and threaten 
the American people. 

f 

MORPHING CAMPAIGN FINANCE, 
GOVERNANCE, AND PERSONAL 
AGGRANDIZEMENT IN A TAN-
GLED WEB 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, while the 
U.S. economy retrenches, the front 
page of the Wall Street Journal today 
reports that former President Bill Clin-
ton could ‘‘get a $20 million payout 
from a politically sensitive partnership 
tie to Dubai in the United Arab Emir-
ates, made possible by his high profile 
business relationship with the invest-
ment firm of billionaire friend Ron 
Burkle. 

The last time I looked, Dubai is not 
part of the United States and it is not 
a democracy. 

As I read this article by John 
Emshwiller, I thought to myself, has 
any President in modern history, but 
for Jimmy Carter, not used the White 
House to cash in upon retirement? Fur-
ther, has any modern President not 
used their White House connections to 
build themselves pyramid monuments 
upon leaving office in the form of presi-
dential libraries where they milk their 
presidential contacts for millions and 
millions of dollars? How sad is it that 
former President George Bush and 
former President Bill Clinton took 
huge sums of money from foreign inter-
ests like Saudi Arabia to build their 
presidential libraries? Contrast this to 
our Nation’s Founders, who pledged 
their lives, their fortunes, and their sa-
cred honors to the cause of freedom. 
Now it appears all is for sale. 

Today’s story is but another example 
of where our Nation’s highest elected 
officials are morphing campaign fi-
nance, governance, and their own per-
sonal aggrandizement in a tangled web. 
It raises to the highest levels the issue 
of influence peddling and what was 
done during those White House years 
to yield such super human rewards. 

I lament the condition in which we 
find our national politics. Until the 
American people hear and understand 
what is happening, nothing will 
change. It will only worsen. Look at 
the disgraceful sums of money being 
raised by presidential candidates in 
both political parties and, of course, 
waiting in the wings the latest batch of 
billionaire contenders who are just 
ready to put their oars in the water 
too. 

One of America’s greatest President’s 
was John Quincy Adams. After John 
Quincy Adams left the presidency, he 
did not immediately head out onto the 
lecture circuit. He did not sell his serv-
ices to a rich foreign power. He did not 
set out to enrich himself on the fame 
that he had acquired by virtue of his 
service to the Nation. No, it was a dif-
ferent day and time. John Quincy 
Adams, after leaving the presidency, 
came back to Washington as a Member 
of this U.S. House of Representatives. 
To this day, he is the only President 
who did. He finished his life here, dying 
on the second floor of this Capitol. 
John Quincy Adams, instead of lining 
his own pockets, started his vaunted 
‘‘second political career’’ by fighting 
against slave power. He made it the 
cause of his lifetime. 

Just as money power dominates the 
national political preoccupation today, 
so slave power dominated political life 
in the United States in the first half of 
the 19th century. It was as deeply en-
trenched as the neoliberal model of 
international trade is today. 

When Adams was President, Members 
from the Deep South had enacted a 
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