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I am sure you will be interested to know 

that I wrote to UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon on January 2, 2008 calling for an 
international investigation of the assassina-
tion. I have not yet had a response. 

I am also writing today to the UN Sec-
retary General urging that the United Na-
tions set up a standing investigating com-
mission which would be available to move 
quickly to investigate any future assassina-
tions. 

With this letter I am enclosing copies of 
both those letters for you. 

Again, my condolences. Let me know if I 
can be of further assistance. 

My best. 
Sincerely, 

ARLEN SPECTER. 

f 

AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY 
CENTER 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I wish 
to discuss the current situation with 
regard to siting of the American Revo-
lution Center at Valley Forge, a mu-
seum dedicated to interpreting, hon-
oring, and celebrating the complete 
story of the entire American Revolu-
tion, within Valley Forge National His-
torical Park in Pennsylvania. 

I have been working with the Amer-
ican Revolution Center for a number of 
years, and there has been no shortage 
of challenges. The current challenge is 
related to zoning issues in Lower Prov-
idence Township, Montgomery County. 
The township has approved a zoning or-
dinance to enable development of the 
American Revolution Center on a 78- 
acre parcel of land that is within the 
federally authorized boundary of Val-
ley Forge National Historical Park but 
not owned by the National Park Serv-
ice. The 78-acre parcel is part of a larg-
er 125-acre tract of land that is in dan-
ger of housing development. Not only 
would the American Revolution Cen-
ter, a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization, 
develop a museum dedicated to the 
Revolutionary War, but it would also 
preserve the remaining 47 acres as open 
space. 

I have supported appropriating Fed-
eral funding to acquire the aforemen-
tioned land that is in jeopardy of resi-
dential development. In fiscal year 
2005, I helped secure $1.5 million for the 
National Park Service to begin acquir-
ing 85 acres that were related to the 
125-acre tract that is now connected 
with the American Revolution Center. 
In fiscal years 2006 and 2007, I supported 
the appropriation of $9 million and $3.1 
million, respectively, for the Park 
Service to complete the 125-acre acqui-
sition. However, due to increasing fis-
cal constraints, no funding was avail-
able at that time to continue the 
project. Additionally, in fiscal year 
2004, I helped secure $5 million for the 
National Park Service to acquire other 
land within the Valley Forge boundary 
to also prevent it from housing devel-
opment. 

By the American Revolution Center 
taking possession of this land, it is eas-

ing the financial and obligatory burden 
of the Federal Government to preserve 
this sacred ground. Additionally, I am 
confident that those in charge of the 
administration of the American Revo-
lution Center will be responsible stew-
ards of the historical integrity of the 
land and ensure its conservation for 
generations to come. I am also con-
fident that the Lower Providence 
Township managers, the local gov-
erning branch, will appropriately man-
age the zoning ordinance for the 125- 
acre tract under current direction of 
the American Revolution Center to 
guarantee its conservation should the 
museum ever vacate the property. 

Thus, recognizing the importance of 
Valley Forge to the founding of the 
United States, the creation of a mu-
seum to celebrate its history and pre-
serve the park’s integrity is a positive 
development. Local government deci-
sions regarding private land use ought 
to be respected, and I strongly urge the 
Department of the Interior, the Na-
tional Park Service, and the American 
Revolution Center to work coopera-
tively to expedite the creation of this 
museum, which is long overdue. 
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U.S. SENATE TRAVEL 
REGULATIONS UPDATE 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
wish to inform all Senators that the 
Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion has updated the U.S. Senate Trav-
el Regulations to include two changes. 

First, P.L. 110–81 requires the Rules 
Committee to make certain changes to 
the U.S. Senate Travel Regulations. 
The provision dealing with how Mem-
bers estimate costs for charter jets is 
amended in section III Transportation, 
paragraph C, of the Travel Regulations, 
as follows: 

C. Corporate/Private Aircraft: Reimburse-
ment of official expenses for the use of a cor-
porate or private aircraft is allowable from 
the contingent fund of the Senate provided 
the traveler complies with the prohibitions, 
restrictions, and authorizations specified in 
these regulations. Moreover, pursuant to the 
Ethics Committee Interpretive Ruling 444, 
excess campaign funds may be used to defray 
official expenses consistent with the regula-
tions promulgated by the Federal Election 
Commission. 

i. An amendment to Rule XXXV of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, paragraph 
1(c)(1)(C), enacted September 14, 2007, pursu-
ant to P.L. 110–81, states: 

(C)(i) Fair market value for a flight on an air-
craft described in item (ii) shall be the pro rata 
share of the fair market value of the normal and 
usual charter fare or rental charge for a com-
parable plane of comparable size, as determined 
by dividing such cost by the number of Mem-
bers, officers, or employees of Congress on the 
flight. 

(ii) A flight on an aircraft described in this 
item is any flight on an aircraft that is not— 

(I) operated or paid for by an air carrier or 
commercial operator certificated by the Federal 
Aviation Administration and required to be con-
ducted under air carrier safety rules; or 

(II) in the case of travel which is abroad, an 
air carrier or commercial operator certificated by 

an appropriate foreign civil aviation authority 
and the flight is required to be conducted under 
air carrier safety rules. 

(iii) This subclause shall not apply to an air-
craft owned or leased by a governmental entity 
or by a Member of Congress or a Member’s im-
mediate family member (including an aircraft 
owned by an entity that is not a public corpora-
tion in which the Member or Member’s imme-
diate family member has an ownership interest), 
provided that the Member does not use the air-
craft anymore than the Member’s or immediate 
family member’s proportionate share of owner-
ship allows. 

ii. Prior to the commencement of official 
travel on a corporate or private aircraft, the 
traveler or the traveler’s designee shall con-
tact a charter company in the departure or 
destination city to request a written esti-
mate of the cost of a flight between the two 
cities on a similar aircraft of comparable 
size being provided by the corporation or pri-
vate entity. 

1. For example, if a Learjet 45 XR aircraft 
is being provided by the corporation or pri-
vate entity, the traveler or the traveler’s 
designee shall request a written estimate of 
the cost to charter a Learjet 45 XR aircraft 
from the departure city to the destination 
city. 

2. If no charter company is located in ei-
ther the departure or destination city which 
rents a similar aircraft of comparable size, a 
charter company nearest either the destina-
tion or departure city which does so shall be 
contacted for a written estimate. 

iii. Following the completion of official 
travel on a corporate or private aircraft, re-
imbursement for related expenses may be 
processed on direct pay vouchers payable to 
each individual traveler, to the corporation 
or private entity, or to the travel charge 
card vendor. The written estimate received 
from the charter company shall be attached 
to the voucher for processing. 

The second change concerns travel by 
Members to the home State for funer-
als. The provision is amended in sec-
tion of the Travel Regulations entitled 
‘‘Special Events, II. Funerals,’’ as fol-
lows: 

II. Funerals: Members who represent the 
Senate at the funeral of a Member or former 
Member may be reimbursed for the actual 
and necessary expenses of their attendance, 
pursuant to S. Res. 263, agreed to July 30, 
1998. Additionally, the actual and necessary 
expenses of a committee appointed to rep-
resent the Senate at the funeral of a de-
ceased Member or former Member may be re-
imbursed pursuant to S. Res. 458, agreed to 
October 4, 1984. 

A. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 58e, which author-
izes reimbursement for travel while on offi-
cial business within the United States, Mem-
bers and their staff may be reimbursed for 
the actual and necessary expenses of attend-
ing funerals within their home state only. 

B. Examples of funerals that may be con-
sidered official business include, but are not 
limited to, funerals for military servicemem-
bers, first responders, or public officials from 
the Member’s state. 

These changes became effective on 
December 20, 2007. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have the updated U.S. Senate 
Travel Regulations printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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