
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 1 613 January 22, 2008 
his hard work and dedication and vow to con-
tinue as a partner toward this very worthwhile 
goal. 

I would like to submit for the RECORD an ar-
ticle appearing in the Washington Post on 
January 16, 2008. The article, written by Jane 
Black, reviews many of the excellent improve-
ments Mr. Beard has brought about in our 
cafeterias. 
ON CAPITOL HILL, A VOTE FOR EDIBILITY AND 

THE ENVIRONMENT 
Congress is back in session this week, soon 

to tackle such solemn matters as the de-
struction of CIA videotapes and the credit 
crunch. But in the halls of the Longworth 
House Office Building, much of the chatter is 
about another weighty matter: the new cafe-
teria food. 

As staffers briskly walk the long corridors, 
they stop to poke into Goodies, the renamed 
and renovated Longworth Convenience 
Store, which now features organic chocolate 
along with the old Cup O’ Noodles. Or they 
peep into the rehabbed Creamery, formerly 
Scoops ice cream parlor. The whole place has 
an aura of curious excitement, like a college 
during orientation week. (Then again, that 
may be because many of the staffers look as 
if they could still be in school themselves.) 

Since members departed for the winter re-
cess, the House cafeterias, which turn out 2.5 
million meals a year, have undergone ex-
treme makeovers. Longworth Cafe, the larg-
est in the complex, was transformed first. 
Over the weekend of Dec. 15, the old salad 
bar was swapped for one made of sustainable 
materials, ‘‘green’’ signs were installed and 
entrees such as mystery meatloaf and 
mashed potatoes disappeared, replaced by 
crispy chicken with goat cheese and spinach 
and a ‘‘panzanella’’ station, where staffers 
can build a salad of marinated figs, 
prosciutto and feta cheese. 

As of Monday, Restaurant Associates—the 
new contractor, which also supplies food to 
the Kennedy Center and the National Gal-
lery—had also reopened the cafeterias in the 
Rayburn and Cannon buildings and the Mem-
bers’ Dining Room. 

If only more congressional work were done 
as swiftly. The changes are part of the larger 
Green the Capitol project, an initiative of 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D–Calif.) that 
aims to make the House carbon neutral by 
the end of the session. The dining service 
was a prime target, and not only because of 
the 1950s-era food. Cafeteria waste accounted 
for half of the estimated 250 metric tons of 
trash the House sends to landfills annually. 
Now the plates, cutlery, cups—everything 
except the soup and coffee lids—is 
compostable and turned to pulp on-site. In 
addition, the cafeteria offers fair-trade cof-
fee, certified sustainable seafood and as 
much organic, locally grown food as it can 
deliver. 

‘‘I don’t know much about the greening, 
but the food is a lot better,’’ said Caitlin 
Lenihan, press secretary for Rep. Brian Hig-
gins (D–N.Y.), standing in line at the 
panzanella station. ‘‘I’d stopped coming a 
while back, but I’ve already had the pizza 
and the barbecue. It’s all improved.’’ 

Other staffers agreed, giving high marks to 
the quality and variety of food. (And this re-
porter can vouch for their good taste. The 
panzanella salad, while a far cry from the 
Italian bread salad for which it is named, 
was fresh, and the Asian shrimp wrap was 
nicely balanced by crunchy Napa cabbage 
and carrot slaw in ginger dressing.) 

But the embrace of change, so touted on 
the campaign trail, clearly has not quite fil-

tered down to the aides who keep the Capitol 
wheels in motion. Along with the praise 
came the inevitable griping—off the record, 
of course. 

The No. 1 topic of complaint: that bio-
degradable cutlery. ‘‘Funky,’’ ‘‘wacky’’ and 
‘‘weird texture’’ were common descriptions. 
Put too much pressure on the fork, several 
staffers noted, and it snaps in half. ‘‘I even 
hear the spoons melt in hot drinks because 
they’re made of cornstarch,’’ said one staff-
er. (A test of that claim proved it was un-
true: the first cafeteria urban legend.) 

Complaint No. 2: the prices. Under par-
ticular scrutiny by caffeine-fueled aides were 
the bottles of Starbucks Frappuccino. One 
staffer was so incensed that he e-mailed his 
friends a chart illustrating how the new $3.30 
price is 47 percent higher than the $2.25 the 
bottles sold for in the old cafeteria and 4.8 
percent higher than the approximately $3.15 
they sell for in Starbucks stores. ‘‘The wraps 
are more expensive,’’ said a Republican aide. 
‘‘The main entrees are a little more. I’m not 
sure about the pizza, because I never would 
have eaten the pizza before.’’ 

A reasonable complaint—if it were true. 
With the exception of those Frappuccinos, 
the price hike is in their heads, says Aidan 
Murphy, Restaurant Associates’ vice presi-
dent of operations. All like items cost the 
same, he said; only new dishes, such as those 
from the twice-weekly sushi station, are 
more expensive than items on the old menus. 

And predictably, there was a resistance to 
change itself. ‘‘This is an improvement, but 
there are little quirks you have to get used 
to,’’ said one senior Democratic staffer who 
visits the cafeteria every day. ‘‘I used to get 
this yogurt in the morning. They don’t have 
it anymore. They have organic yogurt, which 
I don’t want.’’ 

The green efforts are ‘‘generally a good 
thing, and we support it,’’ the aide said. ‘‘But 
I’m still a little focused on what happened to 
my Dannon.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained and missed Rollcall vote 
18. Had been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 18. 

f 

‘‘RETRO PAY’’ FOR DISABLED 
RETIREE VETERANS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I wish to 
submit to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD an arti-
cle dated December 19, 2007 summarizing 
the plight of many of our Nation’s veterans as 
they wait for their benefits. 

[From the Plain Dealer, Dec. 19, 2007] 

DFAS SAYS HIRING TO CLEAR BACKLOG OF 
DISABLED VETS’ BENEFITS CLAIMS 

(By Sabrina Eaton) 

WASHINGTON.—The federal agency that 
processes pay for military retirees pledged 

Tuesday that its contractor will hire an 
extra 61 workers in Cleveland to clear a 
backlog of more than 48,000 benefit claims 
from veterans who are disabled by combat 
injuries. 

The director of the Defense Finance and 
Accounting Service promised Cleveland 
Democratic Rep. Dennis Kucinich that the 
backlog of claims—some of which date to 
2003—will be eliminated by April with the 
extra push from contractor Lockheed Mar-
tin. 

‘‘Federal benefits are meaningless if the 
intended beneficiaries do not receive them,’’ 
said Kucinich, who called it a ‘‘tragedy’’ that 
so many veterans have waited for years to 
get money they’re entitled to under a pair of 
programs for disabled veterans. 

The payments stem from a law enacted in 
2003 that ended a ban on veterans simulta-
neously receiving military retirement pay 
and disability compensation for health prob-
lems traceable to military service. Before 
2003, veterans had to choose. 

Disabled veterans have to apply for the si-
multaneous payments under the ‘‘Combat- 
Related Special Compensation’’ and ‘‘Con-
current Retirement and Disability Pay’’ pro-
grams. After they are approved, veterans can 
get back pay to the date their eligibility 
began. 

DFAS and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs have already processed more than 
130,000 of the cases and paid out more than 
$220 million, says DFAS spokesman Thomas 
LaRock. Average payments to veterans 
under the program have been $1,700, he said. 

LaRock said the easiest claims were han-
dled first. The more-complex cases were de-
layed because they require manual computa-
tions. He said many of them are affected by 
special circumstances, like changes in the 
veterans’ disability level. 

‘‘These are complicated cases that are left, 
and we are processing them as soon as we 
can,’’ agreed Lockheed Martin spokeswoman 
Emily Simone. 

One of the many veterans who has been 
lobbying DFAS, retired Army pilot Wavie 
Sharp of San Antonio, Texas, says payments 
have been handled in a ‘‘painfully slow man-
ner,’’ and he noted that some older veterans 
have died waiting for their money. He 
blames the problems on DFAS for failing to 
demand progress from Lockheed Martin 
until Kucinich intervened. 

‘‘I’m angry,’’ said Sharp, who figures he is 
personally owed between $10,000 and $31,000. 
‘‘They’ve been dragging their feet for four 
years. This is a long time to ask for pa-
tience. Thank God for Mr. Kucinich. Every-
one else gave us lip service.’’ 

f 

NATIONAL SECURITY CHALLENGES 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, the 
critical national security challenges the U.S. 
faces throughout the Western Hemisphere de-
mand our support of strong allies, like Colom-
bia, in the region. The historic ties between 
the U.S. and Colombia have only deepened in 
recent years as our cooperative efforts to sur-
mount security, economic and social concerns 
have intensified. 

With this in mind, I would like to offer my 
warmest congratulations to Captain Hernando 
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