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ironies of life because he was such a strong 
proponent of the humane, human virtues in 
life. He worked in tough places, tough jobs in 
America, in Kosovo, in Afghanistan, always 
promoting peace, democracy, and the general 
public welfare. He worked so many hard, dan-
gerous jobs, and he was such a colorful per-
son that he was larger than life. And I guess 
there are some of us who came to believe that 
the bullets would always go around him, and 
in his own particularly human way, Thor had 
become a touch immortal. 

I owe him a deep debt of friendship and 
gratitude. He was my 1998 campaign man-
ager, and we won a hard-fought campaign 
under his leadership. But that was the least of 
it. It was what he did afterwards. His friend-
ship, his support, and his wise advice, which 
I was sometimes wise enough to accept, that 
was what for me set him apart and built our 
deep relationship. And I believe that there are 
hundreds of people across this country and 
perhaps thousands of people around the world 
who similarly feel this bond of friendship and 
this debt of gratitude to Thor. America and the 
world are better for his life and his work. 

Earlier, I used the word ‘‘victim’’ in connec-
tion with Thor: And I misspoke, because Thor 
was no one’s victim. He chose his life, he 
chose his work, and he chose Kabul. 

Because of events earlier during the recess, 
I had an opportunity to speak with my son 
about life and its end. And while there are 
many ways to live well, to live a good life, 
there are few, if any, good ways to pass on. 
But if there are any, it is to pass on in the 
company of friends and family or to pass on 
for a cause. Now, Thor wasn’t with his family 
in Atlanta or here in Washington, his sister, his 
brother-in-law, his niece and nephew, or his 
father; but he was with a family and a circle 
of friends, the family of those who care, the 
friends of those who care for others and who 
care to risk for others. He died in the cause 
of ringing some small measure of peace, pros-
perity, and democracy to those who are in dire 
need of those things. 

So tonight we mourn, we remember, we cel-
ebrate the lilt of Thor Hesla. America has lost 
a fine public servant, but he is now a public 
servant for all those in all the ages who care 
to remember those who care and sacrifice for 
others. 
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HONORING SANDY DUNN 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker. I rise today 
to honor the accomplishments of Sandy Dunn, 
who was recently named the 2008 president 
of the National Association of Home Builders; 
making her the first West Virginian and the 
second female to serve as president of the as-
sociation. 

A native of Mason County, West Virginia, 
Sandy followed in her father’s footsteps by 
pursuing an interest in public service and tak-
ing over their family business, B.J. Builders 
founded by her father in 1947. In 1974, she 
additionally opened her own small business, 

Homestead Realty that grew into the county’s 
largest realty agency. 

While remaining dedicated to her commu-
nity, Sandy emerged in the homebuilding in-
dustry as an affective leader with a reputation 
as a consensus builder. She owes her suc-
cess to open communication and listening to 
the concerns of the industry within her state 
and across the nation. 

Her previous experience within the home-
building industry led her to her current post as 
president of the National Association of Home 
Builders. She has been active with the organi-
zation for 30 years, where she began on the 
local level gaining leadership positions, later 
served as president of the West Virginia Asso-
ciation of Home Builders for 2 years, and also 
served twice as vice president of the national 
association. She has received numerous hon-
ors including the 1997 Henry E. King Award, 
the highest statewide honor and was named 
National Representative of the Year in 1998. 

It is an honor to represent such an accom-
plished, female leader who serves the needs 
of the homebuilding industry on the national 
front, while always maintaining her dedication 
to her community of Mason County. I am 
proud to call Sandy Dunn, a friend and a fel-
low West Virginian. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 5087 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, earlier 
today my colleague Dr. RON PAUL and I intro-
duced H.R. 5087, the Stop the Congressional 
Pay Raise Act of 2008, to block the automatic 
pay raise Members of Congress are sched-
uled to receive next year. 

As you may recall, I introduced a similar bill 
last year seeking to prevent an automatic pay 
raise for Members of Congress from taking ef-
fect this year. 

Unfortunately, despite the support of 29 co-
sponsors, last year’s bill failed to reach the 
floor, As a result, every Member is now receiv-
ing $169,300 this year, a $4,100 increase from 
last year. 

Madam Speaker, the American people didn’t 
get a $4,100 pay raise this year. I do not know 
how in good conscience we, as their Rep-
resentatives in Congress, can accept one. 

Our Nation is at war, we have a national 
debt of more than $9 trillion, and fears of a re-
cession have sent the stock market into a tail-
spin. Unemployment is up, home sales are 
down, and markets around the world are on 
shaky ground. 

In December, the unemployment rate rose 
in 46 States as well as the District of Colum-
bia. 

In my home State of Arizona, unemploy-
ment rose 42 percent between September and 
December alone, leaving 143,800 unem-
ployed. 

Compounding the situation, nationwide infla-
tion shot up 6 percent in 2007, the largest 
jump in 26 years. The same gallon of gas that 
cost $2.20 a year ago now costs more than 
$3—and new home construction dropped 25 
percent, the largest decrease in 27 years. 

When Members of Congress accept this pay 
raise, we send the wrong message. 

Americans are suffering and instead of feel-
ing that pain, Congress is approving pay 
raises to further insulate us from it. If you want 
to know why people hate Washington and feel 
that it is out of touch, it is precisely because 
of moves like this. 

I will be donating my 2008 pay raise to 
charity and I encourage my colleagues to do 
the same. 

I also encourage my colleagues to join me 
in supporting H.R. 5087 to stop next year’s 
pay raise for Members of Congress. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. DANIEL 
BRISON 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to a distinguished 
young man from my district, Mr. Daniel 
Brinson. 

Daniel, a Montgomery native, is currently a 
sophomore at Auburn University and a mem-
ber of the Nu Chapter of the Kappa Alpha 
Order. In late September of 2007, Daniel was 
traveling with a friend, Terrell Webb, when the 
pair came upon an accident. Both cars in-
volved were in flames off the side of the road-
way. Daniel and his companion approached 
the vehicles and heard cries for help. In an act 
of selfless courage Brinson and Webb forced 
their way into one of the cars and pulled one 
of the occupants, a young woman, away from 
danger. The young woman has since over-
come serious injuries to make a full recovery. 

Mr. Brinson’s unflinching willingness to risk 
his safety to help others is an example for all 
Alabamians. I salute Daniel for his service to 
his neighbors, and wish him the best in his fu-
ture endeavors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, during Rollcall 
vote No. 18 on Final Passage of Hope VI Re-
authorization, I was unavoidably detained. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
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HOPELESS IN AFRICA? DOING 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT 

HON. PAUL C. BROUN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
like millions of Americans, when reminded of 
the facts and photographs of the millions of 
souls in Africa that are malnourished and lack 
even the basic necessities of life, I wring my 
hands at the enormity of the problem. 
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