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This program is especially important 

to my State of Massachusetts, where 
the program was first developed, and 
remains critical to sustaining the uni-
versal Massachusetts Health Care Pro-
gram. 

I stand with a strong bipartisan ma-
jority ready to give our children a 
chance at a healthy future, and I urge 
my colleagues to again override the 
President’s veto. 

f 

HELPING THE ECONOMY BY 
BRINGING DOWN THE COST OF 
ENERGY 

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, while Congress and 
the President are talking about an eco-
nomic stimulus package, remember 
that the high costs of energy are cost-
ing us our economy. 

Oil and gas prices continue to climb. 
Our President asked Saudi leaders to 
produce more oil to bring prices down. 
Well, something is wrong here. OPEC 
controls the price, OPEC funds the 
process, and we end up funding both 
sides of the war on terror. 

The trade imbalance grew in Novem-
ber to record levels, primarily from the 
high cost of imported oil. But Congress 
votes to block drilling for U.S. oil on 
the Atlantic Coast, the Gulf Coast, the 
Pacific Coast, the Western States and 
Alaska. Something is wrong here. We 
have hundreds of years of American 
coal to make electricity. We should 
fund research to clean up the coal, not 
ignore it. 

In the meantime, energy costs go up, 
food costs go up, manufacturing jobs go 
down, the economy goes down. Some-
thing is wrong here. If we are serious 
about helping the economy, let’s bring 
down the cost of energy. The best eco-
nomic stimulus package is a job. 

f 

URGING SUPPORT IN OVERRIDING 
PRESIDENT’S SCHIP VETO 

(Mr. SESTAK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
in support of the Children’s Health In-
surance Program, and hope that we 
would override the President’s veto 
today. This will cover 3.4 million unin-
sured children. The number is almost 
too large to comprehend. 

I had the opportunity to live in an 
oncology ward several years ago with 
my young daughter. There was a young 
boy, 21⁄2 years old, with acute leu-
kemia, who had to listen, or, rather, 
his parents were listening, as social 
workers came and went to see if he 
could potentially be covered, because 
they did not have health insurance, 
covered to receive the care my daugh-
ter was receiving. 

As we enter what is possibly a reces-
sion, I see that number growing. This 
is something not morally right for 
these children. It is also a necessity for 
our economic betterment, to have 
healthy, productive individuals. I urge 
my colleagues all to vote to override 
the President’s veto, for this Nation 
and for our children. 

f 

A PANACEA TO THE ECONOMIC 
GROWTH CHALLENGE: THE FAIR 
AND SIMPLE TAX ACT 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, as vir-
tually everyone is talking about the 
need for us to have an economic stim-
ulus package, I am very proud today to 
be introducing what I think is the clos-
est thing to a panacea to the economic 
growth challenge that we are facing. 

This plan that I have introduced is 
the brainchild of my friends Bill 
Simon, Jennifer Pollom and Mike 
Boskin. It is a plan that is designed to 
allow people at the lower end of the 
spectrum on their first $40,000 in in-
come to pay 10 percent, on income be-
tween $40,000 and $150,000, 15 percent, 
and on income above $150,000, 30 per-
cent. 

It also, Madam Speaker, goes to the 
notion of encouraging economic growth 
by cutting the capital gains rate from 
15 percent to 10 percent and cutting the 
top corporate rate from 35 percent to 25 
percent. Remember, we have the sec-
ond highest rate in the entire world 
when it comes to corporate tax. We 
need to focus on the issue of economic 
growth. It will actually apply the 
death penalty to the death tax, and it 
will take the alternative minimum tax 
and index it and ultimately eliminate 
it. 

Madam Speaker, this is what we need 
to do to stimulate our economy. This is 
what we need to do to empower the 
people who will move and propel our 
economy forward. I urge my col-
leagues, Democrats and Republicans 
alike, to join as cosponsors of this very 
important legislation. 

f 
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SUPPORT CHILDREN’S HEALTH IN-
SURANCE PROGRAM REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT 

(Mr. CUELLAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in full support of H.R. 3963, 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram Reauthorization Act. The SCHIP 
program in the State of Texas has been 
extremely successful in providing cru-
cial access to health care for children. 
SCHIP coverage provides children with 

coverage for a full range of health serv-
ices. 

Uninsured children are five times 
more likely than insured children to 
use the emergency room in hospitals as 
their main source for medical care. The 
cost of an emergency room visit is 
more than $144 compared to only $36 
for a primary doctor’s visit. A number 
of these emergency visits should be 
made to primary doctors with SCHIP 
coverage. 

The current SCHIP enrollment for 
the children in the State of Texas is 
about 353,000, and there are over 1.4 
million uninsured children in the State 
of Texas, which is the highest rate of 
uninsured children in the Nation. 

Madam Speaker, I am glad to support 
the SCHIP reauthorization act and ask 
my colleagues to support this bill. 

f 

IRAQ 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, over the 
break I had the opportunity to travel 
to Iraq to meet with our troops and 
military commanders on the ground 
there. 

Two observations: The morale of our 
troops is high, and the surge is work-
ing. General Petraeus has crafted a 
highly sophisticated counterinsurgency 
strategy that has put the terrorists on 
the defensive and brought some level of 
security to many Iraqi communities 
where there had been none before. 

Now I know it’s hard to admit when 
you are wrong, but there are many in 
this Chamber who came to this floor 
and opposed the surge saying it would 
be a failure. Well, it hasn’t been. It has 
been a success. In fact, even the United 
Nations is recognizing the success of 
the Petraeus strategy. The U.N.’s top 
envoy in Iraq acknowledged the im-
provements in security and even ten-
tative steps towards national reconcili-
ation this week. 

Even for the war’s opponents, it is 
now time to admit the success of the 
surge strategy in Iraq. But, instead of 
honoring the great work of our troops, 
all I hear is silence. 

f 

THE WAR IN IRAQ 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KUCINICH. The Center for Public 
Integrity, in a report released today, 
has found the Bush administration led 
the Nation to war on the basis of erro-
neous information that it methodically 
propagated and it culminated in mili-
tary action against Iraq on March 19, 
2003. . . . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will suspend. 
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