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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised 2 min-
utes remain in this vote. 

b 1228 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on H.R. 2768. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SUPPLEMENTAL MINE IMPROVE-
MENT AND NEW EMERGENCY RE-
SPONSE ACT OF 2007 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 918 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2768. 

b 1230 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2768) to 
establish improved mandatory stand-
ards to protect miners during emer-
gencies, and for other purposes, with 
Mr. GUTIERREZ in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCKEON) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER). 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Chairman, today I rise in strong 
support of legislation that would great-
ly enhance the health and safety pro-
tections in the Nation’s coal mines. 

Despite significant progress over the 
last several decades, mining remains 
one of the most dangerous jobs in 
America. Mining fatalities occur at a 
rate more than seven times the average 
of all private industries; and we are re-
minded of how dangerous mining can 
be by the tragedies like the one in 
Utah in August of this last year, where 
six miners and three rescuers died in 
what appears to have been a prevent-
able disaster, and the tragedies of Ken-
tucky and West Virginia in 2006. 

Accidents every year claim the lives 
of one or two miners at a time. In 2007, 
according to the Mine Safety and 
Health Administration, 32 coal miners 
and 31 metal and nonmetal miners died 
on the job. Miners also face serious 
health risks, including a resurgence of 
black lung disease. 

The legislation we are considering 
today, the S–MINER Act, builds on the 
work of the last Congress when it 
passed the MINER Act of 2006. The S- 
MINER Act represents a comprehen-
sive approach to minimize the health 

and safety risks facing miners. It is 
critical that Congress take this action, 
because one of the things that is clear 
is that we cannot leave mine safety 
and health to the Bush administration. 

When the Sago Mine disaster oc-
curred, we learned that the Bush ad-
ministration had withdrawn or delayed 
more than a dozen health and safety 
proposals that would have benefited 
miners. The Bush administration filled 
top-level positions at MSHA with ex-
ecutives from the very industry that 
the agency was charged with regu-
lating. Dangerous rules favored by the 
industry, which would leave miners 
vulnerable to aggressive ‘‘belt air’’ 
fires, became law under this adminis-
tration. 

From 2001 to 2006, the Bush adminis-
tration gutted MSHA by cutting fund-
ing and staffing, and especially in coal 
mine enforcement, where the worst 
tragedies would strike in 2006 and 2007. 
Even as coal production increased 
around the country, the Bush adminis-
tration cut the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration’s coal enforcement per-
sonnel by 9 percent by 2006. And then 
came the Sago disaster, Aracoma 
Alma, Darby, and Crandall Canyon 
mines. Even after these recent trage-
dies, even after the MINER Act was en-
acted, we continue to see neglect from 
this administration. 

The Inspector General found this 
past fall that MSHA was failing to con-
duct mandated inspections on time, 
leaving thousands of miners unpro-
tected. In 2006 alone, MSHA failed to 
complete the required inspections of 
107 mines, employing 7,500 miners. And, 
Secretary Chao failed to meet a simple 
deadline under the MINER Act to 
produce regulations on rescue teams, 
fundamental regulations on rescue 
teams, at the end of this last year. 

The track record of this administra-
tion on mine safety and health has 
been horrendous, and Congress needs to 
act. That is why we are here today, to 
make sure that our government fulfills 
its obligations to protect those brave 
men and women who risk their safety 
to keep this country running. 

The S–MINER Act addresses three 
broad issues: Disaster prevention; im-
proved emergency response; and long- 
term health risks. And I will talk more 
about those areas in a moment. 

Later today, in addition to the un-
derlying bill, I will be offering a man-
ager’s amendment that makes modi-
fications to the bill. Among other 
things, that amendment will address 
the troubling problems of substance 
abuse. Because of injuries, overwork, 
and stress that miners often suffer, we 
have heard reports of substance abuse 
among miners. 

I want to be absolutely clear. None of 
the recent mine tragedies have been 
linked to drug use in any way, but we 
should nevertheless be proactive in 
heading off the dangers that drug use 
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