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law—enacting the first major reforms 
to the Freedom of Information Act, 
‘‘FOIA’’ in more than a decade. 

Today, our Government is more open 
and accountable to the American peo-
ple than it was just a year ago. With 
the enactment of FOIA reform legisla-
tion, the Congress has demanded and 
won more openness and accountability 
regarding the activities of the execu-
tive branch. I call on the President to 
vigorously and faithfully execute the 
OPEN Government Act, and I hope that 
he will fully enforce this legislation. 

Sadly, the early signs from the ad-
ministration are troubling. Just this 
week, the administration signaled that 
it will move the much-needed funding 
for the Office of Government Informa-
tion Services created under the OPEN 
Government Act from the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration to 
the Department of Justice. Such a 
move is not only contrary to the ex-
press intent of the Congress, but it is 
also contrary to the very purpose of 
this legislation—to ensure the timely 
and fair resolution of American’s FOIA 
requests. Given its abysmal record on 
FOIA compliance during the last 7 
years, I hope that the administration 
will reconsider this unsound decision 
and enforce this law as the Congress in-
tended. 

In addition, for the first time ever 
under the new law implementing the 
recommendations of the 9/11 Commis-
sion, Federal agencies will be required 
to fully disclose to Congress their use 
of data mining technology to monitor 
the activities of ordinary American 
citizens. I am pleased that this law 
contains the reforms that I cospon-
sored last year to require data mining 
reporting and to strengthen the Pri-
vacy and Civil Liberties Oversight 
Board. 

Surely all of these OPEN Govern-
ment reforms are cause to celebrate. 
But there is much more work to be 
done. 

During the second session of the 
110th Congress, I intend to work hard 
to build upon these OPEN Government 
successes, so that we have a govern-
ment that is more open and account-
able to all Americans. As chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee, I have made 
oversight of the FOIA reforms con-
tained in the OPEN Government Act 
one of my top priorities. I will also 
continue to work closely with Members 
on both sides of the aisle and in both 
Chambers to address the growing and 
troubling use of FOIA (b)(3) exemptions 
to withhold information from the 
American people. 

As the son of a Vermont printer, I 
understand the great value of docu-
menting and preserving our Nation’s 
rich history for future generations, so 
that our democracy remains open and 
free. Next month, I will convene an im-
portant hearing of the Judiciary Com-
mittee on the Founding Fathers 

Project and the effort to make the his-
torical writings of our Nation’s Found-
ers more accessible and open to the 
public. 

I will also work to ensure Senate pas-
sage of the Presidential Records Act 
Amendments of 2007, S. 886 to reverse a 
troubling Bush administration policy 
to curtail the disclosure of Presidential 
records. And I will continue my fight 
to ensure the public’s right to know by 
urging the prompt consideration and 
passage of meaningful press shield leg-
islation in the Senate. 

More that two centuries ago, Patrick 
Henry proclaimed that ‘‘[t]he liberties 
of a people never were, nor ever will be, 
secure, when the transactions of their 
rulers may be concealed from them.’’ I 
could not agree more. Open govern-
ment is not a Democratic value, nor a 
Republican value. It is an American 
value and an American virtue. In this 
new year, at this new and historic time 
for our Nation, I urge all Members to 
join me in supporting an agenda of an 
open and transparent Government on 
behalf of all Americans. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, last 
night, due to airline flight delays in 
South Dakota and Minneapolis, I 
missed the rollcall vote on H.R. 4986, 
the amended version of the Department 
of Defense authorization bill. Had I 
been present for this vote, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’—similar to my vote in De-
cember when the Senate initially 
passed H.R. 1585, the conference report 
to the Department of Defense author-
ization bill. 

f 

EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of legislation introduced this 
week to extend unemployment benefits 
temporarily as a means of stimulus. 
Like many of my colleagues I certainly 
have a list of ideas for best stimulating 
our struggling economy. But unem-
ployment insurance certainly needs to 
be a part of the picture. I would like to 
thank Senator KENNEDY for so quickly 
introducing this bill to extend current 
unemployment benefits by at least 20 
weeks, and by an additional 13 weeks in 
States experiencing especially high un-
employment rates. 

There are two key principles this leg-
islation addresses. First, we need to 
make sure that we are prudently 
spending money in a way that encour-
ages an increase in actual economic ac-
tivity. Second, we need to help the peo-
ple who are most hurt during difficult 
times. We need a combination of pru-
dent fiscal policy and human compas-
sion. 

So first, it is just plain good sense to 
target people who are unemployed. 
They are going to spend this money 

immediately on food and clothing, and 
this money will very quickly churn in 
the local economy. But equally impor-
tantly, the goal of stimulating the 
economy should be one of improving 
the quality of life for Americans. The 
people who are in the greatest need of 
help, directly hurt by economic de-
cline, are those who have lost their 
jobs. It only makes sense that we make 
their needs a priority. 

I think that this period of economic 
difficulty also highlights the need to 
pass the broader unemployment reform 
efforts that Senator KENNEDY is spear-
heading. While this stimulus measure 
will help many people who are unem-
ployed, we need to cover part-time 
workers who have lost their jobs, and 
make sure we are counting all recent 
periods of work toward unemployment 
eligibility and levels. 

Extending unemployment benefits is 
regularly employed to stimulate a flag-
ging economy, and these payments 
have been proven to quickly add de-
mand to the economy. I hope that we 
are all in agreement that this is an es-
sential component of any stimulus 
package. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING GANNESTON 
CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize a small business from 
Maine’s capital city that will be hon-
ored this coming Friday for earning 
the Kennebec Valley Chamber of Com-
merce’s President’s Award for its out-
standing contributions to the quality 
of life in the greater Augusta area. 
Ganneston Construction Corporation, a 
woman-owned construction business 
that works in both the public and pri-
vate spheres, is known for its sparkling 
and dependable structures. 

Founded early in the 1960s as a build-
er of solely residential units, 
Ganneston Construction subsequently 
moved into commercial construction 
and has continued to expand into other 
markets since. Presently a full-service 
general contractor, construction man-
ager, and design builder, Ganneston 
has taken on projects of varying sizes 
throughout Maine, and each job is per-
formed in a timely manner with pains-
taking sensitivity to that particular 
building’s unique requirements. The 
firm has restored landmarks like the 
Lewiston Library, made renovations to 
the well-known Senator Inn in Au-
gusta, and provided the Maine Vet-
eran’s Home and Down East Commu-
nity Hospital in Machias with a new fa-
cility. Ganneston has completed rough-
ly 100 projects so far this decade, with 
examples of its work on display in cit-
ies and towns across Maine. Because 
the company’s 45 employees consist-
ently produce buildings of remarkable 
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quality, annual sales have grown from 
$6 million in 2001 to $15 million in 2007. 

While Ganneston is to be commended 
for its dedication to building safe and 
secure structures, the community serv-
ice its employees perform is what 
makes Ganneston so deserving of ac-
knowledgment. Setting an inspira-
tional example is Stacey Morrison, 
chief executive officer and owner of 
Ganneston Construction. In addition to 
managing the company’s day-to-day 
operations, Mrs. Morrison makes time 
to serve the local area in multiple 
ways. She is a member of the board of 
Women Unlimited, a praiseworthy 
Maine organization that supplies 
women, minority, and displaced work-
ers with the tools, training, and con-
sistent support needed to be successful 
in the technical, trade, and transpor-
tation industries. Similarly, Mrs. Mor-
rison volunteers for the Kennebec Val-
ley United Way and was recently elect-
ed chairwoman of the chapter for 2008. 
Ganneston’s employees have emulated 
Mrs. Morrison’s compassion and leader-
ship and have donated countless hours 
and dollars to service organizations 
throughout central Maine. 

Ganneston Construction’s record of 
success and service is stellar. On the 
one hand, Ganneston has never failed 
to complete a contract and continues 
to see its workload rise as a result of 
its first-rate performance. Whether 
constructing for the Air National 
Guard or the University of Maine, for 
shopping centers or apartment com-
plexes, Ganneston maintains a commit-
ment to solid craftsmanship that has 
helped the company earn its pres-
tigious reputation. On the other hand, 
the company’s officers and employees 
donate significant time and resources 
to help those in need, making good on 
Ganneston’s value statement ‘‘to give 
back to the community in which we 
live.’’ I thank Stacey Morrison and ev-
eryone at Ganneston Construction for 
their hard work and determined gen-
erosity, and congratulate them on 
their recognition.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT O. 
ANDERSON 

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, Rob-
ert O. Anderson was not a citizen just 
of New Mexico, but I think it can be 
fairly said that he was one of those 
people for whom the term ‘‘citizen of 
the world’’ was intended. 

He died in December at age 90, and 
his memory was honored at this past 
weekend services in Roswell, NM. Our 
State has been his home for decades. 
Those of us who knew him were re-
minded each time we talked with him 
how wide-ranging his interests were, 
and how progressive and determined a 
man he was. It was his leadership and 
willingness to take a risk that led to 
the discovery of oil on the North Slope 
of Alaska, and the pipeline that fol-
lowed 7 years later. 

He was a giant in the oil industry, in 
ranching, in business, in publishing, in 
politics and in environmental circles. 
A thoughtful and perceptive man—he 
warned of global warming years ago— 
he was a patron of the arts and of insti-
tutions devoted to study and research, 
including the Aspen Institute, the 
Worldwatch Institute and the John 
Muir Institute of the Environment. 

As far as I know, he never sought 
public office, but he certainly held po-
sitions of public trust. He was quoted 
as saying of his industry: 

Never look back in this business. If you do, 
you’ll lose your nerve.’’ 

He certainly had that in common 
with many elected officials, including 
Members of this body, and Presidents 
of the United States, all of whom re-
garded him highly as did countless 
international leaders. He could ‘‘walk 
with kings, nor lose the common 
touch.’’ It was that ability which was a 
hallmark of his leadership, and was one 
of his most endearing and enduring 
qualities. 

Married to Barbara Phelps Anderson 
for 68 years, he is survived by her, and 
by 7 children, 20 grandchildren and 5 
great-grandchildren. Their loss is a 
great and one we all share in some 
measure.∑ 

f 

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF WOMEN 
ESCAPING A VIOLENT ENVIRON-
MENT 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to recognize the 30th anniver-
sary of one of the Capital region’s most 
vital nonprofit agencies, Women Escap-
ing a Violent Environment Inc., 
WEAVE, in Sacramento, CA. In its 
three decades of service, WEAVE has 
provided invaluable public service to 
victims of domestic abuse, as well as 
their families, and has helped to save 
countless lives as a result of the edu-
cation, counseling, and intervention 
they have provided to victims of do-
mestic abuse and sexual assault. 

WEAVE was established in 1978 in 
Sacramento as a grassroots organiza-
tion to serve survivors of domestic vio-
lence and their families by providing 
crisis lines and counseling services. 
Within the first 10 years of its estab-
lishment, WEAVE broadened its role in 
the community to include legal advo-
cacy, opened a safehouse that provides 
emergency services to female victims 
of domestic violence and their chil-
dren, and became a dual agency that 
expanded its mission to include sexual 
assault services. Victims are accom-
panied to appointments and are given 
emotional support, information, coun-
seling, food and clothing. 

In the next decade WEAVE recog-
nized that employers and schools could 
also be part of a solution in preventing 
domestic abuse and sexual assault. 
They provided prevention education to 
elementary and high schools, and 

began their Break the Silence Cam-
paign that increases awareness of do-
mestic violence by educating employ-
ers and their employees to recognize 
signs of abuse and how to best respond. 
During the 1990s, WEAVE also opened a 
Children’s Center and WEAVE Works 
retail clothing store that provide reve-
nues to support their mission in the 
community. 

Today WEAVE has 80 staff members 
and over 200 active volunteers in two 
locations, who serve over 20,000 sur-
vivors of domestic violence and sexual 
assault annually with intervention and 
counseling services, along with edu-
cating an additional 10,000 members of 
the community on issues of domestic 
violence and sexual assault. WEAVE 
has achieved this success through part-
nerships with local law enforcement, 
government and business leaders. 

As the community and staff gather 
to celebrate WEAVE’s 30th anniver-
sary, I congratulate and thank the 
staff, volunteers and community part-
ners of this important organization and 
wish them many more years of suc-
cess.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING KENT HAWS 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the 
memory of a dedicated public servant, 
Detective Kent Haws of the Tulare 
County Sheriff’s Department. On the 
afternoon of December 17, 2007, while 
on motor patrol in rural Tulare Coun-
ty, Detective Haws was killed in the 
line of duty while investigating a sus-
picious vehicle. 

Detective Haws was born in Phoenix, 
AZ and raised in Visalia, CA. A grad-
uate of Mt. Whitney High School and 
College of the Sequoias, Detective 
Haws served in the United States Army 
10th Mountain Division before achiev-
ing his long-time goal of joining the 
Tulare County Sheriff’s Department. 
For the past decade, Detective Haws 
dutifully served the citizens and com-
munities of Tulare County with great 
commitment, integrity, and valor. De-
tective Haws’ devotion to help others, 
coupled with his passion for law en-
forcement, enabled him to become a 
model member of the Tulare County 
Sheriff’s Department. 

Detective Haws is survived by his 
wife Frances and children Dominik, 
Nicholas, and Evan. Those who knew 
Detective Haws will always remember 
him as a caring, kind, and devoted fam-
ily man, colleague, and friend. Detec-
tive Kent Haws served Tulare County 
with honor and bravery, and fulfilled 
his oath as an officer of the law. His 
contributions to public safety and dedi-
cation to law enforcement are greatly 
appreciated and will serve as an exam-
ple of his commitment to protecting 
and serving the public. 

We shall always be grateful for De-
tective Haws’ heroic service and the 
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