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further complicates their chances for success-
ful ongoing treatment. Furthermore, Black 
women are disproportionately impacted by 
HIV/AIDS in our state, with an HIV infection 
rate almost 17 times higher than among non- 
Hispanic white women. 

We are all aware of the success HIV thera-
pies have had on prolonging and enhancing 
the quality of life for those infected with HIV/ 
AIDS. As the infected population lives longer 
and becomes increasingly resistant to current 
treatment regimens; there is a growing need 
to focus on access to newer therapies for 
treatment experienced. HIV drug manufactur-
ers are being challenged to meet the treat-
ment needs of this changing population. Fed-
eral and State governments, public health pro-
grams, medical and community-based pro-
viders in addition to drug manufacturers are all 
challenged to find ways to better serve dis-
proportionately impacted and underserved 
communities. 

Tibotec Therapeutics is also a leader in 
reaching out to underserved communities 
highly impacted by HIV. A primary example of 
this is Tibotec’s GRACE study, a first-of-its- 
kind clinical trial that will compare gender dif-
ferences in the efficacy, safety and tolerability 
of an FDA-approved HIV therapy in women, 
and will also explore racial differences in treat-
ment outcomes. 

Tibotec Therapeutics, an operating company 
of Johnson & Johnson, has a strong history of 
advancing the science of HIV treatment, and 
INTELENCETM is another shining example of 
this cutting-edge research and development. 
INTELENCETM, also known as TMC 125, is 
the first new drug in the NNRTI class to be 
approved in a decade. It brings new hope to 
HIV patients, whose HIV virus has become re-
sistant to other HIV therapies, including drugs 
in the same NNRTI class. Notably, the FDA 
approved INTELENCETM through an acceler-
ated approval procedure—a process that is re-
served for the early approval of drugs that 
show a meaningful therapeutic advantage over 
existing treatments for serious or life-threat-
ening diseases. 

Finally, Tibotec Therapeutics acted respon-
sibly in pricing INTELENCETM, a fact recog-
nized by many leaders in the HIV community. 
In fact, one leading HIV patient advocate stat-
ed, ‘‘With the introduction of INTELENCE, 
Tibotec Therapeutics has demonstrated ex-
ceptional leadership in working with the HIV 
community in an effort to address pricing and 
access issues. Tibotec has repeatedly recog-
nized the necessity of responsibly pricing HIV 
products and should be commended for its 
leadership in this regard.’’ This type of respon-
sible corporate behavior is especially wel-
comed in my state of North Carolina, which 
has struggled in the past to provide access to 
HIV therapies for eligible lower-income individ-
uals. 

In closing, I would like to once again, I com-
mend Tibotec Therapeutics for its innovation 
and corporate responsibility. I applaud the fact 
that North Carolinians living with HIV/AIDS will 
now have access to a new and important 
treatment option, affording them the possibility 
of living healthier and productive lives. 
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Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the inspiring career of Donald Gilmer, 
of Augusta, MI. A dedicated and selfless indi-
vidual, Don has enthusiastically served the 
public for the past 33 years. 

Don’s career has served as an example of 
the definition of ‘‘public servant’’ and could be 
added to any dictionary listing. 

Don has served Michigan citizens in a wide 
variety of significant roles, including 11 terms 
as a member of the Michigan House of Rep-
resentatives, 3 of which he served as the 
chairman of the Appropriations Committee. 
Don has also served on the Kalamazoo Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners, as Michigan’s lot-
tery commissioner, as Governor John Engler’s 
budget director, and most recently, as Kala-
mazoo County’s Administrator. His services to 
Kalamazoo County and to the State of Michi-
gan are truly commendable. 

As my good friend retires, he closes one 
chapter of his inspiring career and embarks on 
a new phase of his life. I am confident that 
this retirement is far from the end of Don’s 
public service and that he will remain com-
mitted to the citizens of our great State and 
community. Don’s humor and kind heart will 
be greatly missed by his colleagues. I wish 
Don all the best in retirement. 
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Mr. KIND. Madam Speaker, on January 16, 
2008, I erroneously voted in favor of an 
amendment offered by Representative JOE 
WILSON (SC) to H.R. 2768 (roll No. 8), the 
Supplemental Mine Improvement and New 
Emergency Response (S–MINER) Act. Please 
let the record show that I intended to vote 
against this amendment. 
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Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my sympathies to a wonder-
ful Rhode Island family who has lost a de-
voted loved one named Jacqueline Monteiro 
Dacosta and to briefly share with you the im-
pact she had on so many lives just by being 
kind. 

Jackie was a loving mother, sister and 
daughter who always exuded a sense of com-
fort to all. That’s why she was perfect for her 
job as a constituent case worker in my district 
office in Rhode Island. For the past 11 years 

she reached out to countless people who 
sought her advice and help on a multitude of 
issues and she always put them at ease while 
they told her their life problems. She reas-
sured them—people she had just met—that 
she would do what she could to help, and 
then she did. I have a file of letters in my of-
fice from people who wrote to me just to 
praise Jackie for her hard work and more than 
that, to recognize her kindness. 

Her sudden passing took us all by surprise. 
We knew instantly our office would never be 
the same without her presence, her funny sto-
ries, her smile. When thousands showed up 
for her wake and funeral to celebrate her life, 
it was such a testament to how truly loved she 
was in the community. No one had seen any-
thing like it. Her family has been overwhelmed 
with an outpouring of support and sympathy 
from all over the state. 

On my next trip to Cape Verde, her family 
members and I will plant a tree in Jackie’s 
memory. Her spirit on earth will be forever sur-
rounded by the unspoiled beauty of her home-
land and the sounds of the island music she 
loved so much. We will never forget Jackie 
and her special qualities that touched so many 
lives and made life that much better. 

We join Jackie’s parents, Jose and Adelisa 
Monteiro; her children Stephanie and Justin 
and her siblings, Filomena, Osvaldo and Jose 
Jr. in continuing to honor Jackie’s memory and 
her joyous spirit. 
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HONORING ISAIAS R. GOMEZ 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 23, 2008 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I stand here 
today to honor and remember a community 
activist, friend, loving husband, and father— 
Isaias R. Gomez. 

Isaias passed away on January 18, 2008 at 
his home in Colton, California. 

He was born in Gallup, New Mexico, and 
was a resident of Colton, which is in my Con-
gressional District, for almost 55 years. 

While born in New Mexico, Isaias was 
raised in Jalostotitlan, Jalisco, Mexico. There 
he met and married his wife, Jessie Gomez. 
He and Jessie returned to Gallup, where 
Isaias began to work in the coal mines. Then 
in 1953, he and Jessie moved to Colton, and 
Isaias went to work for the Santa Fe Railroad. 

Isaias and Jessie’s 6 children—Rosa, Elo-
ise, Isaias Jr., Yolanda, Tommy, and Terri— 
where all raised in Colton. After initially work-
ing with the railroad, Isaias eventually became 
a successful real estate developer and builder. 

I had the great privilege of knowing Isaias 
personally through his daughter Eloise and her 
husband Frank Reyes, who are both good 
friends of mine. 

In fact, I gave Eloise Reyes a ‘‘Woman of 
the Year’’ award in 1993, when I was in the 
California State Legislature. She was recog-
nized for all her great work in the community, 
and for being a true trailblazer as the first His-
panic, female attorney in the Inland Empire. 

Isaias always let everyone know that his 
family was his greatest blessing. He cherished 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:11 Sep 24, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR08\E23JA8.000 E23JA8rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
29

S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T05:03:13-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




