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SENATE—Thursday, January 24, 2008 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable AMY 
KLOBUCHAR, a Senator from the State 
of Minnesota. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Merciful Father in Heaven, we pray 

today for the hurting people of our Na-
tion and world. Use us to help the poor, 
the homeless, the hungry, and the job-
less. Make us Your instruments to 
bring relief to those who live in daily 
fear of financial calamity. 

We pray for the Members of the Sen-
ate who feel the hurt of the 
marginalized and are working for equi-
table and just legislation. Give them 
wisdom and courage as they bear the 
burdens of our society in domestic and 
international affairs. 

We pray for those outwardly com-
posed who suffer within and are not 
free to verbalize their pain. Comfort 
them with Your presence. Help us all 
to know You better that we may love 
You more. We pray in the Name of Him 
whose love is unconditional and whose 
care is unlimited. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable AMY KLOBUCHAR led 

the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 24, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable AMY KLOBUCHAR, a 
Senator from the State of Minnesota, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Madam President, today, 

we are going to quickly resume consid-
eration of S. 2248, the FISA legislation. 
Currently, the Judiciary Committee 
substitute amendment is pending. We 
hope to reach a time agreement with 
that amendment soon. I hope we can do 
it prior to the 12:30 event that we 
Democrats always have on Thursday. I 
hope we can do that. I hope there will 
be a number of rollcall votes today on 
FISA-related amendments, that we can 
complete action on this important leg-
islation as quickly as possible. 

f 

FISA 
Mr. REID. Madam President, as I in-

dicated, we started this debate again 
last evening. Both the Senate Intel-
ligence and Judiciary Committees have 
jurisdiction over this legislation. Sen-
ators ROCKEFELLER and BOND, Senators 
LEAHY and SPECTER worked very hard 
on their particular aspects of this leg-
islation. 

We, under the regular order, in a case 
of sequential referral—that is what we 
have in this matter—the Intelligence 
Committee text is the underlying bill, 
and the Judiciary Committee text is 
automatically pending as a complete 
substitute. 

Last night, Chairman LEAHY, with 
the authorization of a majority of the 
committee, sent a slightly modified 
version of the Judiciary Committee 
amendment to the desk. We will have a 
vote on that amendment sometime 
today. The Judiciary Committee made 
what I believe to be some important 
improvements in this legislation, add-
ing protections for the privacy of law- 
abiding Americans. 

This is a strong bill. I will support it. 
I encourage my colleagues to do so as 
well. 

In the event the full Judiciary Com-
mittee bill is not accepted by the Sen-
ate, I hope we can adopt some of the in-
dividual improvements from the Judi-
ciary bill that is now in the form of an 
amendment. 

Several of my colleagues, many of 
whom serve on the committees of juris-
diction; that is, both committees, plan 
to offer pieces of the Judiciary Com-
mittee bill as separate amendments. 

In addition to considering the proce-
dures included in title I of the bill, we 
will also debate the question of wheth-
er telephone companies that allegedly 
facilitated President Bush’s warrant-
less wiretapping program should be 
granted retroactive immunity from 
civil lawsuits. 

Senators DODD and FEINGOLD will 
seek to strike that immunity title. 

They will seek to strike it in its en-
tirety. I personally oppose immunity 
and will support that amendment. But, 
of course, others disagree. If this 
amendment is not adopted, there will 
be other amendments to limit the im-
munity provisions in the Intelligence 
bill. 

I hope there will not be extended 
time on these amendments. We can 
work through this. Friday is tomorrow. 
We have to finish this legislation, and 
we have to do it this week. It is an im-
portant piece of legislation. I have re-
quested a 30-day extension. That is not 
going to be given. So everyone should 
understand, we have to go forward with 
this legislation. 

Senators SPECTER and WHITEHOUSE 
have an amendment they plan to offer, 
as do Senators FEINSTEIN and NELSON 
of Florida. 

As I have said before, if there are 
Senators who do not like these amend-
ments and think they should be sub-
jected to 60-vote thresholds, these Sen-
ators are going to have to engage in an 
old-fashioned filibuster. We are not 
going to automatically have these 60- 
vote margins. These amendments are 
by and large germane. They should be 
adopted if a majority of the Senate 
supports them. 

Finally, yesterday, as I have indi-
cated, I sent a letter to the President 
asking for a brief extension. I have 
heard from many sources that is not 
going to be granted. 

The Senate will work as quickly as 
we can, but I think it is going to be 
very difficult for both Houses to nego-
tiate and pass a final bill prior to the 
February 1 expiration date. But that is 
what we have to do, so we have no al-
ternative. 

Republicans have objected to my re-
quests for a 30-day extension of the act, 
as I have mentioned. This matter is too 
important for us to be bogged down in 
procedural matters at this time. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on a bipartisan basis to pro-
vide our intelligence professionals with 
the tools they need to combat ter-
rorism, while protecting the privacy of 
law-abiding American citizens. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FISA 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

we may only be a few days into the ses-
sion, but it is not too early to note a 
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change in tone from last January. 
Talks are moving forward on an eco-
nomic growth package between the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the House 
Republican leader, and the Speaker, 
and there is good reason to expect an 
important national security achieve-
ment on FISA at the latest by next 
week. 

I had hoped we would move to FISA 
first, since nothing could be more ur-
gent than protecting this vital na-
tional security tool before its expira-
tion on February 1. Our first duty is to 
protect Americans from harm, and we 
know for a fact this law has helped us— 
helped us—detect and disrupt terrorist 
plots. It would be grossly irresponsible 
for Congress to weaken it or to let it 
lapse. And the notion that some in 
Congress would even consider filibus-
tering this vital antiterror tool is dif-
ficult to comprehend. 

Fortunately, common sense seems to 
have prevailed. I was encouraged to see 
that my good friend, the majority lead-
er, believes we can pass a FISA bill 
with sufficient time to get it signed be-
fore it expires. I am very pleased to see 
that the chairman of the Intelligence 
Committee believes the bipartisan 
version reported out of his committee 
last fall will be the one that will ulti-
mately pass, hopefully, by February 1. 
This is good news not only because the 
Intelligence Committee’s version is the 
best, but, most importantly, with some 
modification it is also the only one the 
President will sign. 

We have put this off long enough. 
Let’s work to pass this bill. I know the 
majority leader believes we should 
move forward on it as well. I certainly 
concur in his judgment on that matter. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE AMERICAN 
PRINTING HOUSE FOR THE BLIND 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I rise because yesterday marked the 
150th anniversary of the American 
Printing House for the Blind. Located 
in my hometown of Louisville, KY, the 
American Printing House for the Blind 
is the national source of reading mate-
rials and learning aids for over 10 mil-
lion blind and visually impaired Ameri-
cans. Thanks to this Kentucky institu-
tion, they can now fully participate in 
the American dream. 

Until the founding of APH, different 
schools for the blind across the country 
each prepared their own materials. But 
soon educators realized the need for a 
national printing house to fill this role. 
Louisville was chosen for its central lo-
cation in the country and because it is 
situated on the Ohio River. 

On January 23, 1858, the Kentucky 
General Assembly passed an act to 
charter the American Printing House. 
In 1879, the Federal Government des-
ignated APH the official source of 
learning materials for blind students 
across the Nation, and the facility has 

continued to receive Federal support 
since then. Thanks to that support, 
sales, and donations as well, APH has 
been able to create some remarkable 
products that have changed the lives of 
many blind and visually impaired 
Americans. 

The facility published its first book, 
‘‘Fables and Tales for Children,’’ in 
1866, using the raised letters that were 
then the standard. In 1893, they pub-
lished their first books in Braille. 
Today, they have helped the blind en-
gage the 21st century with talking 
books, magazines, and even a recorded 
talking encyclopedia. 

They have developed computers to 
help the blind access the Internet or 
read recorded books. They have even 
created a sonar aid for the blind to use 
that can detect how far away objects 
are by emitting tones that sound like 
chirping birds. 

Before the American Printing House 
for the Blind existed to create all of 
these wonderful products, it was widely 
assumed that the blind and visually 
impaired just were not capable of 
learning as much as everyone else. 
Today, of course, we know that is com-
pletely untrue. 

I want to share with my colleagues a 
letter APH received that illustrates 
the point very well. 

A young fourth-grade girl in Ne-
braska named Ruthie was so grateful 
for a computer software program called 
Math Flash, developed at APH, that 
she wrote the facility to thank them. 
This is what she had to say: 

I used to hate math because everyone else 
was smarter than me. Math Flash makes it 
easy and fun because it has adding and sub-
tracting games that help me remember. I can 
practice whatever I want with no help from 
my teacher or my mom. I could even be a 
math teacher maybe. 

When you realize that most teachers 
or parents would be ecstatic to hear of 
such a passion for learning in any stu-
dent, whether sighted or visually im-
paired, you begin to see the miracle the 
American Printing House for the Blind 
has made possible. They have opened 
up a world of knowledge and informa-
tion to millions of Americans. 

The city of Louisville and the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky are proud to 
be the home of the American Printing 
House for the Blind, which adds much 
to our community. The APH Museum 
attracts many visitors from around the 
globe every year to see important his-
torical artifacts, such as Helen Keller’s 
Bible in Braille. 

I want to thank the Senate for its 
unanimous approval yesterday of a res-
olution I sponsored expressing this Na-
tion’s gratitude—gratitude—to the 
American Printing House for the Blind 
for its 150 years of service to this Na-
tion. Their efforts have been essential 
to allowing the blind and visually im-
paired to be fully included in edu-
cation. 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER GREGORY J. BILLITER 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

I rise today to pay tribute to a 15-year 
veteran of the U.S. Navy who was lost 
in service to his country. That man is 
CPO Gregory J. Billiter of Villa Hills, 
KY. He was 36 years old. 

Chief Billiter was serving near 
Kirkuk, Iraq, as part of a Navy Explo-
sive Ordnance disposal unit charged 
with defusing the many improvised ex-
plosives and booby traps that terrorists 
have set in Iraq. He was the tactical 
commander of the third vehicle in a 
five-vehicle convoy patrolling the area. 
On April 6, 2007, his vehicle was struck 
by explosives, tragically taking Chief 
Billiter’s life. 

Assigned to Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal Unit 11, based out of Whidbey Is-
land, WA, this was Chief Billiter’s third 
tour of duty in Iraq. For bravery and 
valor while wearing the uniform, he re-
ceived numerous medals and awards, 
including the Bronze Star Medal with 
Combat Distinguishing Device for 
Valor and the Purple Heart. 

To recount Chief Billiter’s life and 
career is to recount one achievement 
after another, because Greg was no 
stranger to success. ‘‘The driving force 
in all those things was competition,’’ 
says Barry Billiter, his father. ‘‘He was 
very competitive.’’ 

Growing up, Greg led his friends in 
whiffleball games, racing Big Wheels, or 
swinging over the creek on a vine, Tarzan- 
style. He played basketball and soccer in 
high school, and whatever they played, Greg 
often declared himself the winner or de-
manded a rematch. He was a ‘‘dyed-in-the- 
wool’’ Cincinnati Bengals fan. 

He was a good kid—the police only 
had to visit Greg’s parents once. That 
was the time Greg, his brother Jeff, 
and some neighborhood friends sat on a 
rock in the woods and refused to budge 
for the bulldozers that had come to 
clear the way for a new shopping cen-
ter. 

‘‘Greg was all of 6 years old at the 
time,’’ the Billiter family writes in a 
letter about Greg sent to family and 
friends that they have generously 
shared with me. ‘‘How was he ever able 
to get security clearance with that on 
his record?’’ 

Greg attended St. Pius X and St. Jo-
seph Elementary Schools. As a fourth- 
grader, one of his teachers told him he 
would never make it at Covington 
Latin School, a competitive private 
high school in northern Kentucky. If 
anything could motivate Greg, it was a 
challenge. He graduated from Cov-
ington Latin in 1987 at the age of 16. 

Greg went to the University of Day-
ton and graduated with a bachelor’s de-
gree in marketing at age 19. After col-
lege, Greg worked for a while at the 
Levi Strauss Company but was 
unfulfilled. So one day he came home 
to his parents and announced he had 
joined the Navy, just like his father, 
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