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Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the resolution be agreed to 
and the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 425) was 
agreed to, as follows: 

S. RES. 425 
Resolved, That the following be the minor-

ity membership on the following committees 
for the remainder of the 110th Congress, or 
until their successors are appointed: 

Committee on Armed Services: Mr. 
McCain, Mr. Warner, Mr. Inhofe, Mr. Ses-
sions, Ms. Collins, Mr. Chambliss, Mr. 
Graham, Mrs. Dole, Mr. Cornyn, Mr. Thune, 
Mr. Martinez, Mr. Wicker. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: Mr. Shelby, Mr. Bennett, Mr. 
Allard, Mr. Enzi, Mr. Hagel, Mr. Bunning, 
Mr. Crapo, Mrs. Dole, Mr. Martinez, Mr. 
Corker. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: Mr. Stevens, Mr. McCain, 
Mrs. Hutchison, Ms. Snowe, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Ensign, Mr. Sununu, Mr. DeMint, Mr. Vitter, 
Mr. Thune, Mr. Wicker. 

Committee on Finance: Mr. Grassley, Mr. 
Hatch, Ms. Snowe, Mr. Kyl, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Bunning, Mr. Crapo, Mr. Roberts, Mr. En-
sign, Mr. Sununu. 

Committee on Rules and Administration: 
Mr. Bennett, Mr. Stevens, Mr. McConnell, 
Mr. Cochran, Mr. Chambliss, Mrs. Hutchison, 
Mr. Hagel, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Ensign. 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Mr. Burr, 
Mr. Specter, Mr. Craig, Mr. Isakson, Mr. 
Graham, Mrs. Hutchison, Mr. Wicker. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION 
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of H. Con. Res. 
282 just received from the House and at 
the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 282) 

providing for a joint session of Congress to 
receive a message from the President. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to and the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, without inter-
vening debate or action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 282) was agreed to. 

f 

ORDER FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
SENATE COMMITTEE TO ESCORT 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Presiding 
Officer of the Senate be authorized to 
appoint a committee on the part of the 

Senate to join with a like committee 
on the part of the House of Representa-
tives to escort the President of the 
United States into the House Chamber 
for the joint session to be held at 9 p.m. 
on Monday, January 28, 2008. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 2556 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I under-
stand that S. 2556, introduced earlier 
today by Senator REID, the majority 
leader, is at the desk, and I ask for its 
first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the title of the bill. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2556) to extend the provisions of 

the Protect America Act of 2007 for an addi-
tional 30 days. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I now 
ask for its second reading and object to 
my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will receive its second read-
ing on the next legislative day. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FISA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I was hop-
ing that at this time today we would be 
talking about the work we had done on 
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act. But we were unable to do that. 
What an unusual day. We were not al-
lowed to vote on anything on this bill. 
I hope our friends in the press have 
been able to witness what took place 
today. 

We talk about last year the Repub-
licans having caused us to try to in-
voke cloture more in 1 year than had 
ever happened in a Congress before. In 
1 year, they obstructed more things 
than ever in the history of the country. 

Now we are starting this year, and 
they are objecting to their own bills. 
The President wants the bill passed. 
Every one of the Republicans—all 49 of 
them, I assume—will vote for this bill. 
So all they would need to pass it is two 
Democrats. I would have to suggest 
they probably could do that. They are 
so afraid they may take a vote that 
may not be something they want to 
take that they stop everything. 

This is the President’s program. It is 
not our program. We have stood by 
since 9/11 telling the President: Any-
thing that you need, we are here at 

your disposal. Just tell us what you 
need and we will do it. We only have 
one request—let’s do it legally, con-
stitutionally. If the present law is not 
sufficient, tell us what you need 
changed. 

We have been standing with our arms 
out since 9/11. But what we have 
learned now, since 9/11, is basically the 
President does not care what we do be-
cause he has been told—and he accepts 
the advice given to him by a man by 
the name of John Yoo, among others— 
that the President does not need to fol-
low any law that Congress passes, that 
he is above the law. I am not making 
this up. This is the fact. Mr. Yoo has 
stated so before the world on tele-
vision: The President does not need to 
follow any law that we pass. But in 
spite of that, we have said: Mr. Presi-
dent, we are willing to work with you. 
We don’t think you have that author-
ity. But here we are today, with the 
law about to expire, and the Vice Presi-
dent having made a speech yesterday, 
and the President making a statement 
today saying: They have to pass that 
bill. 

As I explained in some detail earlier 
today, they put us in a Catch-22. No 
matter what we do, it does not meet 
their expectations. So I again repeat, I 
hope the press is watching this. I hope 
people who believe in good government 
are watching this. I hope the people are 
not going to accept Monday night, dur-
ing the speech that he is going to give, 
or any statements made between now 
and the State of the Union Address, 
that we are holding up his legislation. 
We are not holding it up. The Repub-
licans in the Senate are holding it up. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask that 
morning business be closed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

FISA AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2007— 
Continued 

Mr. REID. What, then, Mr. President, 
is the pending business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. S. 2248 is 
the pending business. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3918 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have an 

amendment at the desk to this legisla-
tion, and I ask that the clerk report 
that amendment if it is in keeping with 
what the Chair suggests. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID] pro-

poses an amendment numbered 3918 to the 
language proposed to be stricken by amend-
ment No. 3911. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 
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