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by more than 95 percent. And as we in-
crease funding, we must also reform 
our veterans’ system to meet the needs 
of a new war and a new generation. I 
call on the Congress to enact the re-
forms recommended by Senator Bob 
Dole and Secretary Donna Shalala, so 
we can improve the system of care for 
our wounded warriors and help them 
build lives of hope, promise, and dig-
nity. 

Our military families also sacrifice 
for America. They endure sleepless 
nights and the daily struggle of pro-
viding for children while a loved one is 
serving far from home. We have a re-
sponsibility to provide for them. So I 
ask you to join me in expanding their 
access to child care, creating new hir-
ing preferences for military spouses 
across the Federal Government, and al-
lowing our troops to transfer their un-
used education benefits to their 
spouses or children. Our military fami-
lies serve our Nation, they inspire our 
Nation, and tonight our Nation honors 
them. 

The secret of our strength, the mir-
acle of America, is that our greatness 
lies not in our government, but in the 
spirit and determination of our people. 
When the Federal Convention met in 
Philadelphia in 1787, our Nation was 
bound by the Articles of Confederation, 
which began with the words, ‘‘We the 
undersigned delegates.’’ When 
Gouverneur Morris was asked to draft 
the preamble to our new Constitution, 
he offered an important revision and 
opened with words that changed the 
course of our Nation and the history of 
the world: ‘‘We the people.’’ 

By trusting the people, our Founders 
wagered that a great and noble Nation 
could be built on the liberty that re-
sides in the hearts of all men and 
women. By trusting the people, suc-
ceeding generations transformed our 
fragile young democracy into the most 
powerful Nation on Earth and a beacon 
of hope for millions. And so long as we 
continue to trust the people, our Na-
tion will prosper, our liberty will be se-
cure, and the state of our Union will 
remain strong. So tonight, with con-
fidence in freedom’s power, and trust in 
the people, let us set forth to do their 
business. 

God bless America. 
(Applause, the Members rising.) 
At 10 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m., the 

President of the United States, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of 
Representatives. 

The Majority Floor Services Chief es-
corted the invited guests from the 
Chamber in the following order: 

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; Chief Justice of the United States 
and Associate Justices of the Supreme 
Court; the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps. 

JOINT SESSION DISSOLVED 

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares 
the joint session of the two Houses now 
dissolved. 

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 11 
minutes p.m., the joint session of the 
two Houses was dissolved. 

The Members of the Senate retired to 
their Chamber. 

f 

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE 
STATE OF THE UNION 

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the message of the President 
be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union 
and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. COSTA (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today on account of a death 
in the family. 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (at the request 
of Mr. HOYER) for today on account of 
illness. 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at 
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today 
and the balance of the week on account 
of personal reasons. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 3432. An act to establish the Commis-
sion on the Abolition of the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade. 

H.R. 4986. An act to provide for the enact-
ment of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2008, as previously en-
rolled, with certain modifications to address 
the foreign sovereign immunities provisions 
of title 28, United States Code, with respect 
to the attachment of property in certain 
judgments against Iraq, the lapse of statu-
tory authorities for the payment of bonuses, 
special pays, and similar benefits for mem-
bers of the uniformed services, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on January 24, 2008 
she presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills. 

H.R. 3432. To establish the Commission on 
the Abolition of the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade. 

H.R. 4986. To provide for the enactment of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2008, as previously enrolled, with 
certain modifications to address the foreign 
sovereign immunities provisions of title 28, 

United States Code, with respect to the at-
tachment of property in certain judgments 
against Iraq, the lapse of statutory authori-
ties for the payment of bonuses, special pays, 
and similar benefits for members of the uni-
formed services, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 14 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, January 29, 2008, at 10:30 a.m., for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

5120. A letter from the Administrator, Risk 
Management Agency, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Common Crop Insurance Regulations; 
Potato Provisions (RIN: 0563-AC05) received 
January 4, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

5121. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Aspergillus Flavus AF36 on 
Corn; Temporary Exemption From the Re-
quirement of a Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP- 
2007-0545; FRL-8342-1] received December 20, 
2007, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

5122. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Associate Administrator, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Etoxazole; Pesticide Toler-
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0309; FRL-8342-8] re-
ceived December 20, 2007, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

5123. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s response to the Government Account-
ability Office Review of the Loan Guarantee 
Program under Title XVII of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005; to the Committee on Appro-
priations. 

5124. A letter from the Administrator 
Rural Housing Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Thermal Standards (RIN: 0575-AC65) 
received December 20, 2007, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

5125. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla-
tion and Regulations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Implementa-
tion of Mark-to-Market Program Revisions 
[Docket No. FR-4751-F-02] (RIN: 2502-AH86) 
received December 20, 2007, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

5126. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
to China pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of the 
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

5127. A letter from the Chairman and Presi-
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
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