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group and regularly visits the California Arme-
nian Retirement Home and other adult day 
care centers. For the Fresno community, Fa-
ther Gosdanian performs prayers as needed 
or requested by civic leaders and attends 
prayer breakfasts. He is also among a group 
of pastors that recently joined the prison chap-
lain program. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Father Vahan Gosdanian on 
10 years of service to the church and the 
community. I invite my colleagues to join me 
in wishing Father Gosdanian many years of 
continued success. 
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of PFC David H. 
Sharrett II and to recognize his service to our 
Nation. 

Private First Class Sharrett was a true pa-
triot who served his country with honor. 
Throughout his life he selflessly dedicated 
himself to his fellow soldiers, family and 
friends, and to our country. 

David Sharrett grew up in Oakton, Virginia, 
where he attended Oakton Elementary, Coo-
per Intermediary, and Oakton High School. 
During his high school career he was a star 
defensive end for the Oakton football team, 
helping the Cougars set the school record for 
greatest number of wins that season. 

Before joining the Army, Private First Class 
Sharrett worked several jobs and attended 
Northern Virginia Community College. Yearn-
ing to serve his country, he enlisted in the 
Army in August 2006, and began his first de-
ployment shortly thereafter. PFC Sharrett was 
assigned to the 1st Squadron, 32nd Cavalry 
Regiment of the 101st Airborne Division’s 1st 
Brigade Combat Team, in Fort Campbell, Ken-
tucky. Tragically, he was killed on January 16, 
2008, after sustaining injuries from grenade 
and small arms fire during combat operations 
in Balad, Iraq. Throughout his military career 
he was honored with the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, and 
the Expert Weapons Qualification Badge. 

Private First Class Sharrett is survived by 
his parents, David Sharrett and Kimberly 
Drummond, his two younger brothers, Chris 
and Brooks, and his wife, Heather Shell. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
honor the memory of PFC David H. Sharrett II. 
I call upon my colleagues to remember him as 
a man who gave his life protecting the Amer-
ican people. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Gary Baumann, of Savan-
nah, MO. On December 31, 2007, Gary retired 
from the United States Department of Agri-
culture—Rural Development with 21 years and 
5 months of Federal service. 

Gary started his career with USDA in 1975 
as an Emergency Loan Assistant County Su-
pervisor working for Farmers Home Adminis-
tration in the Savannah, Missouri, office. Gary 
made many moves across northwest Missouri 
with USDA during his tenure, working in the 
Savannah, St. Joseph, Maryville, Bethany, and 
Maysville offices. 

On October 15, 1995, Gary was reassigned 
to Community Development Manager of the 
USDA—Rural Development area office in St. 
Joseph, MO, where he worked Community 
Development in a 5-county region consisting 
of Andrew, Buchanan, Clinton, DeKalb and 
Platte Counties. Gary worked in the St. Jo-
seph Office until he retired at the end of 2007. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in recognizing Gary Baumann, whose 
dedication to USDA and northwest Missouri 
has been truly exceptional. In my time in Con-
gress, USDA Rural Development has been a 
great resource to work with, and it is people 
like Gary who have made that relationship be-
tween my office and USDA Rural Develop-
ment what it is today. I am honored to serve 
him in the United States Congress. 
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, today I 
use to honor the life of Loretta S. Woodard of 
Princeton, North Carolina, who passed on Fri-
day, January 4, 2008 at the age of 64. In her 
passing, I have lost a dear friend and North 
Carolina has lost one of its most outstanding 
citizens and a woman who was instrumental in 
her community, county, and State. 

One of the area’s most beloved women, my 
friend Loretta S. Woodard, was a native of 
Johnston County and the daughter of the late 
Muldrow and Hilda Barbour Sawyer. Loretta 
was a graduate of Elizabeth City Schools and 
received her business degree from 
Hardbarger’s Business College in Raleigh. 
She worked in the dental project at the UNC 
School of Public Health in the Department of 
Epidemiology. She was married to Carlyle 
Woodard in 1966, and following his graduation 
from the UNC School of Pharmacy, they 
moved to Princeton to make their home. 

Loretta was a long-time member of Prince-
ton Baptist Church and served in many capac-
ities through the years. She was involved in all 
areas of life in Johnston County—educational, 
civic and political. She was a member of the 

board of trustees of Johnston Community Col-
lege, the Johnston Community College Foun-
dation, and the Paul A Johnston Auditorium on 
stage series board. At the time of her death 
she served on the Johnston County Heritage 
Commission and was a founding member of 
the Heritage Center following the Johnston 
County’s 250th anniversary celebration, where 
she was a member of the steering committee. 

Loretta Woodard was brought into the polit-
ical arena by her mentor, the late NC House 
Representative, Barney Paul Woodard. She 
became active in the Democratic Party, on the 
precinct and county levels. She served as 
chairperson of the Johnston County Demo-
cratic Party and later as president of the John-
ston County Democratic Women. She served 
13 years as chairman of the Second District 
Democratic Party. She also served on the 
State Democratic Executive Committee, was a 
former national convention delegate, and for a 
number of years was responsible for the deco-
rations at the annual Jefferson-Jackson din-
ner. She successfully chaired political cam-
paigns in the county for Representative 
Woodard and Jack Gardner and for numerous 
other candidates, including Jim Speed, Charlie 
Whitley, Martin Lancaster, Allen Wellons, and 
she also worked on my campaigns. Loretta 
served on the restoration committee for the 
Goodwin House, home to the North Carolina 
Demarcated party. Loretta is survived by her 
husband Carlyle Woodard, and her two sons 
Carlyle ‘‘Lyle’’ Woodard III and wife, Janet, 
and Bradford Stuart Woodard. 

Madam Speaker, Loretta was an out-
standing person who used every minute of her 
long and productive life to make the world a 
better place. She was a well respected and 
dedicated public servant, and a great North 
Carolinian. It is fitting that we honor her and 
her family today. 
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Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents, 
Ms. Cecilia Daniels of Castle Rock, Colorado. 
Ms. Daniels is a teacher of English as a for-
eign language at Highlands Ranch High 
School and is a recipient of the prestigious 
Fulbright Award. This grant is given to prom-
ising individuals to aid them in their academic 
and cultural pursuits abroad. 

The Fulbright Program was established by 
Congress in 1946 and is sponsored by the 
U.S. State Department. This program was de-
signed to help build mutual understanding be-
tween Americans and the global community. 
Individuals who are awarded this distinction 
have demonstrated outstanding academic or 
professional achievement and have proven 
themselves as leaders in their field. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in paying 
tribute to Ms. Daniels and wishing her the best 
in her future endeavors. 
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