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HONORING IRVIN DYER 

HON. JIM RAMSTAD 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
speak about an American who is making a 
real difference in the fight against alcohol and 
other drug addiction. At the same time, he is 
projecting a positive image of Americans 
among the international community. 

On November 29 of last year, the National 
Anti-Drug Agency of Romania presented its 
National Excellence Awards. Honorees in-
cluded the French Ambassador, the Russian 
Ambassador and the United Nations Rep-
resentative. I’m proud to say, Madam Speak-
er, that an American was also recognized for 
his efforts, Mr. Irvin Dyer. 

Born and raised in Arizona, Mr. Dyer moved 
to Romania for business 15 years ago. Having 
become a successful businessman and the fa-
ther of three beautiful children, Mr. Dyer was 
moved to action by the debilitating effects that 
drug and alcohol addiction was having on the 
people of Romania. In 2003, he became an 
advisor to the president of the Romanian Anti- 
Drug Agency, President Pavel Abraham. Since 
then, he has worked tirelessly to assist the 
Anti-Drug Agency in its efforts to stem the tide 
of illegal drugs and to help and treat those 
who have fallen victim to addiction’s awful 
grip. 

Irvin Dyer’s actions in Romania serve not 
only the people of Romania, but the whole 
world. The goodwill he spreads reflects well 
on Americans and our belief in caring for 
those less fortunate, protecting the future for 
our children and making the world a better 
place for all people. 

We should all be grateful for the wonderful 
example of Mr. Dyer, and like him, reach out 
to help the millions of people suffering the rav-
ages of addiction. 

f 

HONORING THE FLORIDA ASSOCIA-
TION OF AGENCIES SERVING 
THE BLIND 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to recognize 
a wonderful organization in my State of Flor-
ida, the Florida Association of Agencies Serv-
ing the Blind (FAASB). 

FAASB has an honorable mission to serve 
as a united voice and be the organizational 
support empowering private agencies serving 
Floridians with blindness and visual impair-
ment to provide state of the art professional vi-
sion rehabilitation services which enhance the 
quality of individual and community life. 

I would like to praise FAASB for its success-
ful initiative to create the first-ever state li-
cense plate benefiting the blind. Additionally, I 
must commend them for creating a vision cau-
cus in the Florida State Legislature, similar to 
the Congressional Vision Caucus, which I co-

chair. This State Vision Caucus will educate 
members of the State Legislature so they 
comprehend the scope of eye problems in our 
country and will ensure adequate resources 
are directed towards the research, prevention 
and treatment of eye disease. 

FAASB has also created an annual Florida 
Vision Summit, where they look to create a 
statewide vision strategy to raise awareness 
about the increasing number of Americans 
with vision loss and provide better under-
standing of the importance of necessary steps 
to preserve and protect eyesight. 

Once again, I would like to thank FAASB for 
their continued commitment to prevention, bet-
ter eye care, and services to those who al-
ready live with low vision and blindness. I con-
gratulate them on their achievement and serv-
ice to the community. 

f 

HUNTING IN THE NEW RIVER 
GORGE NATIONAL RIVER 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, the New 
River Gorge National River in southern West 
Virginia was designated as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System in 1978. At times referred 
to as the ‘Grand Canyon of the East’ we in 
West Virginia refer to the Grand Canyon as 
the ‘New River Gorge of the West.’ The na-
tional river is comprised of over 70,000 acres 
of mostly rugged terrain and is renowned as a 
destination for its world-class whitewater 
recreation, rock climbing and other outdoor ac-
tivities. But it is also a place where genera-
tions of West Virginians have hunted and 
fished. Unfortunately, the ability to hunt in the 
gorge is now being drawn into question. 

As the Congressman from New River Coun-
try, today I am introducing legislation to en-
sure that hunting remains a purpose of the 
New River Gorge National River. 

I view it as a God given right for West Vir-
ginians to hunt in the New River Gorge. This 
area is not immune from activities such as 
housing developments that are placing a pre-
mium on lands where hunting by the general 
public may take place. 

Unfortunately, the National Park Service, as 
part of the development of a new general 
management plan for the park unit, has in-
cluded a no hunting alternative. It is doing so 
because the legislation which established the 
New River Gorge National River states that 
hunting ‘‘may’’ be permitted. The enabling 
statute for the nearby Gauley River National 
Recreation Area, on the other hand, states 
that hunting ‘‘shall’’ be allowed. In fact, this is 
the case for the vast majority of the 62 units 
of the National Park System in which hunting 
is permitted. 

The bill I am introducing today simply 
changes the ‘‘may’’ to a ‘‘shall’’ in the law 
which established the New River Gorge Na-
tional River. While there is no doubt in my 
mind that the current Superintendent of this 
park unit will do the right thing and allow hunt-
ing to continue in the final general manage-
ment plan, this is too important of an issue to 

remain at the discretion of future managers of 
the park unit. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF METROPOLITAN FAM-
ILY SERVICES 

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR. 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commend Metropolitan Family 
Services on its 150 years of service to individ-
uals and families of the Chicago metropolitan 
area. 

Metropolitan Family Services, MFS, was 
launched on February 15, 1857, as the Chi-
cago Relief and Aid Society, renamed as 
United Charities in 1909, and then renamed 
again in 1995 as Metropolitan Family Serv-
ices. 

MFS was assigned by Chicago Mayor R. B. 
Mason to help citizens recover after the Chi-
cago Fire. It assisted more than 18,000 fami-
lies, constructing more than 7,000 temporary 
homes and administering more than $10 mil-
lion, in 1871 dollars in aid donated around the 
world. 

MFS was one of the Nation’s first organiza-
tions to provide free legal services for the poor 
through the Legal Aid Society. 

A leader in meeting the needs of thousands 
of people through the Great Depression, 
World War II, and postwar years, MFS pro-
vided a range of services including mental 
health counseling, elder care, and early child-
hood education. 

MFS successfully advocated for State legis-
lation enacted in 2005 that protected poor and 
lower-income families from predatory lending 
practices. 

Presently, Metropolitan Family Services em-
ploys 559 professionals serving close to 
55,000 families and individuals. It has seven 
community centers that provide a full range of 
services, including child and youth develop-
ment, mental health services, child welfare, 
employee assistance programs, legal aid, 
services for older adults and their families, so-
cial policy and community development, and 
violence prevention and intervention. 

I congratulate MFS on its success in pro-
viding and mobilizing the services needed to 
strengthen Chicago area families and commu-
nities. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KIRSTEN 
AMBORS 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents, 
Ms. Kirsten Ambors of Parker, Colorado. Ms. 
Ambors is a mathematics student at the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy and is a recipient of 
the prestigious Fulbright Award. This grant is 
given to promising individuals to aid them in 
their academic and cultural pursuits abroad. 
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The Fulbright Program was established by 

Congress in 1946 and is sponsored by the 
U.S. State Department. This program was de-
signed to help build mutual understanding be-
tween Americans and the global community. 
Individuals who are awarded this distinction 
have demonstrated outstanding academic or 
professional achievement and have proven 
themselves as leaders in their field. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in paying 
tribute to Ms. Ambors and wishing her the 
best in her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE UNITED STATES 
ARMY’S RESIDENTIAL COMMU-
NITIES INITIATIVE UPON ITS 
10TH YEAR 

HON. CHET EDWARDS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. EDWARDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the tenth year of a unique 
program in the annals of our Nation’s proud 
military heritage. On January 28, 1999, the 
Honorable Mahlon Apgar, IV, then Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Installations, Logis-
tics and Environment, first presented the Resi-
dential Communities Initiative, known as RCI, 
in a briefing to the Urban Land Institute. Few 
in that distinguished audience of real estate 
developers, financiers and public officials ap-
preciated the far-reaching impact that RCI 
would have on the Army, on industry, and, 
most importantly, on improving the quality of 
life for thousands of military families. 

At that time, the Army faced a monumental 
challenge in its Government-owned housing 
and infrastructure. Seventy-five percent of the 
family housing on Army posts was sub-
standard, and the poor conditions were hurting 
recruiting and retention. Military communities 
lacked amenities that most other Americans 
enjoyed. The Army’s construction and mainte-
nance backlog exceeded $6 billion, with no 
predictable funding sources in sight. Com-
plicated, cumbersome business processes 
caused significant delays in planning and exe-
cuting housing programs. 

Today, as we start RCI’s tenth year, it is a 
major success. In fact, the Bush Administra-
tion calls RCI the ‘‘most important military 
housing improvement program in our Nation’s 
history.’’ I am honored to have played a lead-
ership role in RCI from its start. Despite nu-
merous challenges in policy, organization and 
execution, RCI has achieved high satisfaction 
rates among military families, lower develop-
ment costs and faster construction, better 
housing, neighborhoods and community facili-
ties, and more responsive maintenance and 
management. RCI encompasses over 88,000 
new and renovated multi-family housing 
units—97 percent of the Army’s U.S. housing 
stock—located on 45 installations in 20 states. 
RCI communities are purposefully and profit-
ably built and managed by nine major real es-
tate development groups and are financed 
with $10 billion of new private capital, achiev-
ing 10-to-1 leverage of public investment—an 
exceptional result for the taxpayer. RCI 
projects are pioneering the use of manufac-

tured housing, solar-powered and ‘‘green 
building’’ techniques, and ‘‘new urbanism’’ de-
sign concepts for safe, walkable neighbor-
hoods, with community centers and leisure fa-
cilities that are especially important to military 
spouses and children during long deploy-
ments. RCI has spawned other military privat-
ization programs for Army lodging, unaccom-
panied housing, retail and ‘‘lifestyle’’ centers, 
office parks and warehouse developments. 
RCI has become one of the Federal Govern-
ment’s largest public-private partnership pro-
grams. 

I was proud to help Secretary Apgar steer 
RCI through four Congressional committees 
and a skeptical Army leadership. With no prior 
Washington experience but a clear vision of 
the future, a gracious manner and a pragmatic 
approach, he bore the brunt of considerable 
criticism and built coalitions among numerous 
stakeholders across the political and commer-
cial spectrum. 

Many saw RCI as a dilution of control, a di-
version of resources, and a haven for profit-
eering. But Secretary Apgar saw it as a 
means of expanding the Army’s military con-
struction budgets with private capital, enlisting 
the entrepreneurship and capabilities of Amer-
ican business, and reforming the Army’s ap-
proach to meeting infrastructure needs. 

Madam Speaker, RCI has progressed from 
the vision and persistence of a single official, 
through the minefields of committee oversight 
and staff reviews and the complexities of our 
vast military organization, to a mature, sustain-
able, bipartisan, public-private partnership ef-
fort. At a time of enormous sacrifice by our 
soldiers and their loved ones, we can be 
proud of a program that provides military fami-
lies with the quality housing and communities 
they so deserve. And in an era of economic 
stress, we should look to RCI for lessons that 
may help to meet our national challenges in 
rebuilding infrastructure and managing re-
sources. 

f 

ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MURDER OF JOURNALIST HRANT 
DINK 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
mixture of anger and sadness that I rise today 
to honor the 1-year anniversary of the murder 
of Hrant Dink, the courageous Armenian-Turk-
ish journalist, who was murdered by a Turkish 
extremist. 

Mr. Dink founded the bilingual newspaper 
Agos in 1996, giving a voice to Turkey’s Ar-
menians. He acted on his beliefs of building 
community and acknowledging the past, for 
which he was persecuted, prosecuted and 
eventually forced to pay the ultimate price. 
Clearly, however, his life’s work was not in 
vain; at his funeral, approximately 100,000 
people marched behind his coffin, chanting, 
‘‘We are all Dink. We are all Armenians.’’ 

Before Mr. Dink’s untimely death last Janu-
ary, the Turkish government constantly tried to 
limit his freedom of speech. It confiscated cop-

ies of Agos on many occasions and on the 
flimsiest of pretenses. In 2004, Mr. Dink wrote 
an article stating that Turkey’s first woman 
pilot was an Armenian orphan adopted after 
1915. The government convicted him of insult-
ing ‘‘Turkishness’’ under Article 301 of the 
Penal Code, a law specifically designed to 
prevent discussion of the Armenian Genocide. 
He received a 6-month suspended sentence. 
This was just one of several such prosecu-
tions against Mr. Dink. 

Mr. Dink’s courage to confront the historical 
facts of the Armenian Genocide cost him his 
life. He continually received threatening tele-
phone calls, e-mails, and letters. He reported 
this terrorization to the police, but they failed 
to protect him. On January 19, 2007, an ex-
treme nationalist teenager shot Mr. Dink three 
times outside the Agos offices in Istanbul, kill-
ing him. Court hearings continue, but Mr. 
Dink’s family stated that the investigation of 
his murder was conducted in secrecy and is 
incomplete. 

Turkish prosecutions under Article 301 in-
creased in 2007 and continued to affect Mr. 
Dink’s family. Arat Dink, his son, published an 
interview in which Mr. Dink said that the 1915 
to 1917 Armenian massacres constituted 
genocide. Last October Arat Dink received a 
1-year suspended sentence for publishing this 
interview. Punishing Mr. Dink’s son for pub-
lishing his murdered father’s words is a trav-
esty and exposes the lengths to which Ankara 
will go to hide the truth about the Armenian 
Genocide. 

Mr. Dink’s death was devastating to the 
democratic principle of a free and unfettered 
press and to the efforts of a handful of Turkish 
intellectuals who have been fighting to expose 
the crimes of Turkey’s Ottoman predecessor. 
Denying the Armenian Genocide harms Tur-
key and imperils the future of this important 
nation. As the world marks the anniversary of 
Dink’s murder, I reiterate my call for Turkey to 
honor the memory of Hrant Dink by repealing 
Article 301, and to acknowledge the truth of 
the Armenian Genocide. 

Together with his family and colleagues, the 
Armenian community in Turkey, and his admir-
ers around the world, we remember Hrant 
Dink, heroic defender of speech and human 
rights, on the 1-year anniversary of his mur-
der. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LESLIE 
ANDERSON 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents, 
Ms. Leslie Anderson of Longmont, Colorado. 
Ms. Anderson is a political science student at 
the University of Florida and is a recipient of 
the prestigious Fulbright Award. This grant is 
given to promising individuals to aid them in 
their academic and cultural pursuits abroad. 

The Fulbright Program was established by 
Congress in 1946 and is sponsored by the 
U.S. State Department. This program was de-
signed to help build mutual understanding be-
tween Americans and the global community. 
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