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Individuals who are awarded this distinction 
have demonstrated outstanding academic or 
professional achievement and have proven 
themselves as leaders in their field. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in paying 
tribute to Ms. Anderson and wishing her the 
best in her future endeavors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I was in the 
Chamber when votes were cast on H.R. 3524, 
the HOPE VI Improvement and Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2007. I listened to the debate, 
voted on all the amendments and the Motion 
to Recommit. However, due to circumstances 
beyond my control, I was unable to cast a 
vote of ‘‘aye’’ on the final passage of H.R. 
3524. 
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CONGRATULATING FRANCES 
TRUJILLO 

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to one of my constituents, 
Mr. Frances Trujillo of Littleton, Colorado. Mr. 
Trujillo is a leadership and management ad-
ministrator at Colorado Academy and is a re-
cipient of the prestigious Fulbright Award. This 
grant is given to promising individuals to aid 
them in their academic and cultural pursuits 
abroad. 

The Fulbright Program was established by 
Congress in 1946 and is sponsored by the 
U.S. State Department. This program was de-
signed to help build mutual understanding be-
tween Americans and the global community. 
Individuals who are awarded this distinction 
have demonstrated outstanding academic or 
professional achievement and have proven 
themselves as leaders in their field. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in paying 
tribute to Mr. Trujillo and wishing him the best 
in his future endeavors. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MARK 
TULCHINSKY OF SOUTH BEND, 
INDIANA 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the life of Mark Tulchinsky, a 
leader in the South Bend Community School 
Corporation, a mentor, father, educator, and 
beloved member of the community. Mr. 
Tulchinsky passed away while working in his 
office at Tarkington Traditional School on Jan-
uary 22, 2008. 

Tulchinsky’s peers describe him as ‘‘a good 
friend and an excellent principal.’’ He was the 
perfect example of an empathetic and kind-
hearted principal as well as a tremendous 
friend and mentor. Whether it was taking part 
in school sports or activities or dealing with 
serious situations and discipline issues within 
his school, Tulchinsky was able to handle his 
position as a leader with poise and compas-
sion. 

Former students and colleagues said he 
had an uncanny ability to remember the 
names and faces of students, even decades 
after he taught them. We should all return this 
favor, by remembering and thanking him for 
his service to the young people of his commu-
nity. There is no doubt that he positively im-
pacted the lives of countless individuals. 
Throughout his life, he dedicated himself to 
bettering the community through volunteering 
and mentoring. 

After graduating from Adams High school in 
South Bend, Tulchinsky attended the Univer-
sity of Chicago where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in history. He then returned to his 
hometown and began his lifelong career in 
education. Through the South Bend Commu-
nity School Corporation, Tulchinsky began 
teaching at Perley Elementary in 1968. He 
taught for a few years as a fourth grade teach-
er, and in the process furthered his education 
by earning a master’s degree in 1974 from the 
University of Notre Dame. Later, Tulchinsky 
gave back to the Notre Dame community by 
operating the shot clock for Notre Dame men’s 
and women’s basketball teams as well as 
timekeeping at Notre Dame home football 
games. 

In 1979, Tulchinsky began his lengthy ca-
reer in administration, first serving as assistant 
principal for Jefferson School. He went on to 
serve as a principal for McKinley, Perley, Jef-
ferson, Monroe, and Tarkington Schools. 
Throughout his 39-year career in education, 
students called him by the affectionate nick-
name of Mr. T. In addition to his service in 
education, Tulchinsky was a big supporter of 
local athletic teams. He officiated for both bas-
ketball and football games, including the 
IHSAA Class 2A football championship in 
1983. His dedication to both athletics and edu-
cation was evident in 1994 when he suffered 
a heart attack while officiating for basketball; 
he returned to teaching after his recovery. 

Tulchinsky is survived by his wife of 38 
years, Nan; three grown children, Peter, Dan-
iel, and Sarah; four grandchildren, Abbey, 
Emma, Payton, and Jacob; as well as a myr-
iad of students whose lives he touched. He 
will be greatly missed for his dedication to 
teaching, his devotion to the community, and 
his warm love for all those around him. 
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RECOGNIZING LIBBY WATSON FOR 
HER YEARS OF DEDICATION AND 
SERVICE TO THE CITY OF FORTH 
WORTH, TEXAS 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Fort Worth Assistant 

City Manager Libby Watson and her years of 
dedication and service to the City of Fort 
Worth, Texas. Ms. Watson has been with the 
City of Fort Worth for almost 20 years, since 
1989, and has recently decided to retire. 

Ms. Watson began her career with the City 
of San Diego in their Financial Management 
Department in 1974, and was later appointed 
the Financial Management Director of the City 
in June of 1982. In 1986 she moved to Austin, 
Texas, where she became Assistant City Man-
ager. Then, in 1989, she moved back to her 
hometown of Fort Worth to become the Assist-
ant City Manager. 

Outside of her job, Watson is very active in 
her community. She participates in various ac-
tivities such assisting with Girl Scouts, and 
she is the Treasurer for the Circle T Council 
Board of Directors. 

Under Ms. Watson’s leadership, Fort Worth 
has become a model city for the surrounding 
area. I know that the decision for retirement 
was not an easy one for her to make. I join 
the City of Fort Worth and all those who are 
fortunate enough to know Ms. Watson in wish-
ing her all the best as she looks forward to 
spending more time with her family. The City 
of Fort Worth will truly miss her experience 
and leadership. 

It is with great honor that I recognize Libby 
Watson for her years of hard work and self-
less dedication given to the citizens of Fort 
Worth, Texas. I am proud to represent her in 
Washington, and her service will set a stand-
ard of devotion and true leadership, one that 
will never be forgotten. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. AND 
MRS. JEFFREY HUNT ON JANU-
ARY 20, 2008 WEDDING 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, January 28, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, on Sunday, Jan-
uary 20, 2008, my legislative assistant, Nicole 
Schouten, married Jeffrey Hunt in San Diego, 
California. Nicole met Jeff at Westmont Col-
lege in the bookstore on campus. She was a 
store clerk and he was looking for an excuse 
to get to know Nicole so he frequently stopped 
in for a soda. Although they were both in-
trigued with each other the timing for their re-
lationship wasn’t right and they parted ways. 
Six years later, Jeff and Nicole reconnected in 
Washington, DC, while working on Capitol Hill. 

Nicole and Jeff perfectly compliment each 
other not only in their political views, but in 
their desire to make their community and 
world a better place. Jeff devotes his time and 
talents to serving the people of Vienna Pres-
byterian Church and the youth of Arlington, 
Virginia as a Young Life leader. In addition to 
her busy job and law school obligations, Ni-
cole volunteers with the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion and the Big Sister/Little Sister program. 

In August 2007 Jeff surprised Nicole with a 
week long trip to Holland. They spent 4 days 
exploring Amsterdam and the surrounding 
countryside, giving Nicole an opportunity to 
connect to her Dutch heritage. On August 11, 
2007, in the Oude Kerk, Amsterdam’s first par-
ish, Jeff asked for Nicole’s hand in marriage. 
Nicole, of course, accepted with enthusiasm. 
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