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I say to the majority leader, how can 

we be held responsible for this law ex-
piring if it is the Republicans who op-
posed extending the law? You have of-
fered repeatedly to let them extend the 
law. They have said no. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say to my 
friend, let’s extend it for any period of 
time, although I think that for each 
day it should be a longer period of 
time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Will the majority 
leader yield for a question? 

Mr. REID. I will after I have yielded 
to the Senator from North Dakota. If 
anyone thinks we are going to come to 
an immediate agreement on all these 
amendments, we have overused the 
term ‘‘run the traps,’’ but the Repub-
licans are not going to agree to all of 
the amendments the Democrats want 
to offer. I will respond to my friend 
from North Dakota. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, this is a 
complicated and certainly an impor-
tant issue. It seems to me that it takes 
two sides to compromise. One of the 
things I am curious about, as I listened 
to this and to the Senator from Ken-
tucky, the minority leader said we are 
ready to move forward. He said he is 
disappointed in the delays. Isn’t it the 
case, however, that last week, when 
the cloture motion was filed by the 
Senator from Kentucky, they decided 
at that point to block everything else 
and stop everything from happening 
until this week? It seems to me this 
delay has occurred because the other 
side has blocked the ability to offer 
amendments. Had we offered amend-
ments, we would have probably been 
done with that at this point. 

I say that there is not anyone in the 
Senate I am aware of—no one—who 
doesn’t believe we ought to extend this 
FISA law. Nobody is in that position. 
Isn’t that the reason for the delay and 
the reason we have not moved for-
ward—that we were blocked when the 
Senator from Kentucky filed his clo-
ture motion? 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say to my 
friend, you were at the meeting with 
me just from 9 to shortly before the 
hour of 10 o’clock. A person who is 
heavily involved in this legislation, the 
distinguished Senator from Wisconsin, 
RUSS FEINGOLD, said this legislation 
should be extended. He has, on many 
occasions, voiced his opinion on what 
is wrong with the way we passed this 
legislation in August, and he has been 
very strong in his comments about how 
this law could be improved. Every 
Democrat in our caucus believes this 
law should be extended. I don’t like to 
speak for everybody, but Senator FEIN-
GOLD believes the law should be ex-
tended because it is the right thing to 
do. I cannot imagine why we have had 
all the difficulty we have had in ex-
tending this law. On a number of occa-
sions, we have said if the law expires, it 
is not our fault. 

Now I am happy to yield to my friend 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I thank my good 
friend. 

Mr. President, he indicated that the 
principal issue we are sparring over is 
the question of immunity from litiga-
tion for communications companies 
that cooperated in protecting our coun-
try. I am sure the majority leader 
knows that yesterday my side offered 
to his side a vote on the Dodd-Feingold 
amendment related to that issue, and a 
vote on the Specter-Whitehouse 
amendment related to that issue, and 
that package was rejected. 

Mr. REID. Yes. I say to my friends, 
there are also other amendments. We 
talked about title I, and there are a 
number of amendments. I think we can 
reduce those on that side to maybe 
eight. They would all be short time 
limits. They would also make sure the 
record reflects that we believe they 
should be majority votes, not 60-vote 
margins. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Is the majority 
leader yielding the floor? 

Mr. REID. Yes, I am happy to. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 

is the kind of discussion, of course, 
that the Senate is witnessing that 
typically occurs between the majority 
leader and myself and managers of the 
amendments. To sum it up, this is the 
kind of legislative finger-pointing that 
turns the public off. But it is the way 
in which we go forward. 

We had discussions yesterday about 
voting on the very issues the majority 
leader just indicated are the key issues 
relating to this bill. Hopefully, during 
the course of the day, we will be able to 
come together and have the votes on 
the key amendments and move for-
ward. 

The President, of course, is not going 
to sign a lengthy extension or a 30-day 
extension. Any hope that we will ex-
tend existing law without dealing with 
the retroactive liability issue is a 
waste of energy and time. That isn’t 
going to happen. So we are going to 
focus on this bill and, hopefully, find a 
way to go forward and let the Senate 
work its will. 

If the House chooses to leave tonight, 
I find that a highly irresponsible act— 
right before the expiration of this very 
important law. There isn’t anything 
more important that we are doing 
right now, with the possible exception 
of trying to figure out a way of going 
forward to stimulate our economy and 
prevent an extensive slowdown, than 
getting the homeland protected. 

A key ingredient in securing that 
protection, we know, is getting this 
FISA law right and getting it passed— 
not some kind of short-term extension. 
The terrorists are not going to take a 
vacation for a few weeks or for 6 
months or next year; they are going to 
be around for a while. We need to get 
this right and do it now, and today is a 
good day to get started. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, if this law 

is so good and we are able to, in the 
words of the Republican leader, ‘‘get 
new targets,’’ why don’t we extend the 
law? I don’t understand why we are not 
doing that. 

I tell everyone again that it is legis-
latively impossible to do anything as it 
relates to this legislation, as far as 
passing it today. It is impossible. We 
have a number of amendments that 
have to be handled. It is going to take 
a matter of quite a few hours. We can 
do it in 1 day, I think. Remember, we 
have to have everybody agree to that, 
all 100 Senators. Then the House has to 
agree to what we do or we have to 
agree to what they do or work out a 
compromise in conference. That cannot 
be done tonight. This is the last day we 
have to legislate. If we don’t legislate 
today, we are going to move on to 
something else in a few minutes, be-
cause there is no agreement on FISA— 
to extend it. I think that is unfortu-
nate. Having said it so many times al-
ready—and I am tired of hearing my-
self say it—if the law expires, Demo-
crats have no blame whatsoever. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, let 
me wrap it up for myself by saying 
that we will be staying on this bill. We 
will not leave this bill. 

Secondly, this is a bipartisan com-
promise that came out of the Intel-
ligence Committee by a vote of 13 to 2, 
the Rockefeller-Bond bipartisan bill, 
which is supported by the President of 
the United States. That is the Senate 
at its best—a bipartisan bill. The Presi-
dent is willing to sign it. Our effort 
here is to get it to him for his signa-
ture. He awaits our action. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, this bill is 

not a bipartisan bill. The bill that 
came out of the Intelligence Com-
mittee is bipartisan, but understand it 
was concurrently referred to the Intel-
ligence Committee and the Judiciary 
Committee. They both have jurisdic-
tion over this legislation. We cannot 
pick and choose what the President 
likes. We have a situation here where 
the Judiciary Committee is entitled to 
be heard. That is what they are asking 
for—to be heard. They demand that 
and it is appropriate. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period of morning business for 
up to 1 hour, with Senators permitted 
to speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each, with the time equally divided, 
with the Republican leader controlling 
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