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Interim Agreement between FYROM 
and Greece regarding ‘‘hostile activi-
ties or propaganda’’ and should work 
with the United Nations and Greece to 
achieve longstanding United States 
and United Nations policy goals of 
finding a mutually-acceptable official 
name for FYROM. 

S. RES. 594 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 594, a resolution designating Sep-
tember 2008 as ‘‘Tay-Sachs Awareness 
Month’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5013 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 5013 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 3221, a bill to provide 
needed housing reform and for other 
purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5020 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER), the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. SNOWE) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
5020 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
3221, a bill to provide needed housing 
reform and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5022 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU), the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Sen-
ator from Maine (Ms. SNOWE) and the 
Senator from Oregon (Mr. SMITH) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
5022 intended to be proposed to H.R. 
3221, a bill to provide needed housing 
reform and for other purposes. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. BURR: 
S. 3178. A bill to amend title 38, 

United States Code, to authorize dental 
insurance for veterans and survivors 
and dependents of veterans, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce bill that would give 
our veterans, surviving spouses, and 
certain dependent children he option to 
buy dental insurance coverage through 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
My bill is based on a very successful 
program that has been in place since 
1998 for military retirees and their fam-
ilies. 

Under the TRICARE Retiree Dental 
Program, TRDP, military retirees are 
given the option to purchase dental 
coverage under a contract managed by 
the Department of Defense. Since the 
program started, over one million eli-
gible participants have chosen to buy 
dental coverage through this plan, in-

cluding over 56,000 in my home state of 
North Carolina. Those individuals have 
access to a network of about 112,000 
dental plan providers across the na-
tion. Premiums range from $14 to $48 
per month per person, depending on the 
region and type of dental plan selected. 
With this kind of success, it seems only 
fitting that we offer the same kind of 
benefit to our veterans. 

VA runs the largest integrated 
health care system in the nation. Al-
though VA provides dental benefits to 
the 7.9 million veterans enrolled in the 
health care system, these benefits are 
either limited to a select group of peo-
ple or can only be provided under very 
limited circumstances. For example, 
VA provides comprehensive dental care 
to veterans for 180 days after they 
leave service; who have service-related 
dental conditions; who are in nursing 
homes and require dental care; or who 
fall under other very strict guidelines. 

My bill would supplement this lim-
ited coverage by giving veterans and 
survivors the option to purchase a 
more comprehensive dental plan. Of 
course, many veterans may have dental 
coverage through their employers or 
through an individual policy. My bill 
extends this dental plan option to all 
enrolled veterans. 

As I mentioned, the bill is modeled 
after the successful program that is 
now offered to TRICARE retirees. Fed-
eral employees also have access to a 
similar benefit option for dental cov-
erage. Like these other programs, this 
VA program would be entirely vol-
untary, be financed through premiums 
and, most importantly, provide needed 
coverage from a network of dental pro-
fessionals in local communities. 

This bill would not replace VA’s den-
tal services; it is just another option 
for those who want to have access to 
group insurance rates that they could 
not otherwise get on their own. This 
idea is like the 44 year relationship VA 
has with Prudential, who provides ac-
tive duty servicemembers and veterans 
with group life insurance policies. The 
most important part of the relation-
ship is that servicemembers and vet-
erans are well-served and get to reap 
the benefits of group rates and com-
petition. 

This is a good example of how we can 
build on innovative and successful ap-
proaches to improving options for our 
veterans. I believe my bill is another 
step in that direction, and I ask my 
colleagues for their support. 

By Mr. REID (for Mr. KENNEDY): 
S. 3180. A bill to temporarily extend 

the programs under the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965; considered and 
passed. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3180 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

PROGRAMS. 
(a) EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS.—Section 2(a) 

of the Higher Education Extension Act of 
2005 (Public Law 109–81; 20 U.S.C. 1001 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘June 30, 2008’’ and in-
serting ‘‘July 31, 2008’’. 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section, or in the Higher Education Ex-
tension Act of 2005 as amended by this Act, 
shall be construed to limit or otherwise alter 
the authorizations of appropriations for, or 
the durations of, programs contained in the 
amendments made by the Higher Education 
Reconciliation Act of 2005 (Public Law 109– 
171), by the College Cost Reduction and Ac-
cess Act (Public Law 110–84), or by the En-
suring Continued Access to Student Loans 
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–227) to the provi-
sions of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and 
the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act of 2004. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 5024. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 4983 proposed by Mr. REID 
(for Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. SHELBY)) 
to the bill H.R. 3221, moving the United 
States toward greater energy independence 
and security, developing innovative new 
technologies, reducing carbon emissions, cre-
ating green jobs, protecting consumers, in-
creasing clean renewable energy production, 
and modernizing our energy infrastructure, 
and to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide tax incentives for the produc-
tion of renewable energy and energy con-
servation; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 5025. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 4983 proposed by Mr. REID 
(for Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. SHELBY)) 
to the bill H.R. 3221, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 5026. Ms. SNOWE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the 
bill H.R. 3221, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 5027. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 4983 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mr. SHELBY)) to the bill H.R. 
3221, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 5028. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 4983 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mr. SHELBY)) to the bill H.R. 
3221, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 5029. Mr. NELSON, of Florida (for him-
self and Mr. COLEMAN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 4983 proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. DODD 
(for himself and Mr. SHELBY)) to the bill H.R. 
3221, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 5024. Ms. COLLINS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 4983 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
SHELBY)) to the bill H.R. 3221, moving 
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