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the United States should honor the 
contributions of individuals from the 
territories of the United States. We’re 
going to pass a bill naming a veterans’ 
outpatient clinic in Wenatchee, Wash-
ington. We’re going to pass a bill nam-
ing a veterans’ center in Tampa, Flor-
ida. We’re going to pass a bill recog-
nizing National Homeownership Month 
and the importance of homeownership 
in the United States. We’re going to 
pass a bill expressing support for the 
designation of September 2008 as the 
Gospel Music Heritage Month. We’re 
going to pass a bill naming a post of-
fice in Indianola, Mississippi. We’re 
going to pass a bill honoring the life of 
Robert Mondavi. 

Madam Speaker, all of those are im-
portant things, and they would be fine 
for us to do if we were dealing with the 
number one issue of Americans across 
this Nation, and that is the issue of gas 
prices and energy supply in the United 
States. 

Last week, the Speaker told us that 
we would be dealing with the issue this 
week, possibly, although it’s not on the 
list—but possibly—and there may be 
four bills that they’ll bring forward, 
that the majority party will bring for-
ward. One is to increase regulation. 
That ought to do a lot to increase sup-
ply. One is to require that oil compa-
nies holding Federal leases use them or 
lose them. That will not do much to in-
crease supply because it’s already the 
law of the land. We’re going to pass a 
bill to pay transit fares—bus tickets— 
for folks. It’s not a bad idea, maybe, 
but what will that do for supply? We’re 
going to pass an antiprice-gouging 
measure that the House has already 
passed on a number of occasions. 
That’s not doing a thing for supply. 

Facts are troubling things, and the 
fact right now is that this House of 
Representatives is doing nothing, noth-
ing to increase the supply of gasoline 
for the United States, nothing to in-
crease American energy for Americans. 
Consequently, what we see are record 
gas prices continuing—$4.08 over the 
weekend, $4.10, I understand, today. 
There are a couple of other interesting 
facts, Madam Speaker. 

The United States has expanded its 
dependence on foreign members of 
OPEC by a full 7 percent in 2007 alone. 

Another fact, Madam Speaker, is 
that the United States is the only de-
veloped nation in the world that for-
bids safe energy production on its 
Outer Continental Shelf, deep sea ex-
ploration. The only nation in the 
world. 

Another fact, Madam Speaker, is 
that the U.S. Minerals Management 
Service estimates that America’s Outer 
Continental Shelf contains nearly 86 
billion barrels of oil, enough oil to re-
place OPEC imports for 50 years. 

Another fact, Madam Speaker, is 
that, when bills to increase the supply 
of gas for Americans and American en-

ergy for Americans have come to the 
floor of this House, 81 percent of the 
time, Republicans have supported 
those bills; 83 percent of the time, 
Democrats have opposed those bills. 

So the law of supply and demand is 
clear. If you increase supply, you de-
crease the cost, and you decrease the 
price at the pump. So, yes, we need to 
conserve. Yes, we need to make certain 
that we find alternative fuel sources 
for the future, but right now, in the 
short term, in the near term, it’s in-
cumbent upon this House to make cer-
tain that we increase supply. 

American energy for Americans. 
There are easy ways to do that. What 

we demand is that the House be al-
lowed to vote. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 42 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland) at 
2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Hope for the future, Lord God, is very 
much a part of the American char-
acter. Bless this society which places 
such a high value on personal freedom. 
Help all Americans to see that freedom 
is not only a treasured gift but a sum-
mons to personal responsibility. 

May the Members of Congress set an 
example for the rest of the Nation by 
working diligently this week to address 
responsibly the country’s problems and 
seek the common good of the people. 

In whatever they do or say, may they 
give You glory and honor both now and 
forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON) come forward and 
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas led the Pledge of Allegiance as 
follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment concurrent resolutions of 
the House of the following titles: 

H. Con. Res. 307. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that Members’ 
Congressional papers should be properly 
maintained and encouraging Members to 
take all necessary measures to manage and 
preserve these papers. 

H. Con. Res. 335. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
a celebration of the 100th anniversary of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 110–181, and in 
consultation with the Chairmen of the 
Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, the Chair, 
on behalf of the Vice President, ap-
points the following individuals to be 
members of the Commission on War-
time Contracting in Iraq and Afghani-
stan: 

Linda J. Gustitus of the District of 
Columbia. 

Charles Tiefer of Maryland. 
f 

AMERICANS SPEAK UP 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, Americans are speak-
ing up about rising gas prices. 

The polls show that well over 60 to 70 
percent of Americans support explo-
ration of American oil and natural gas 
reserves, and we are seeing a vocal out-
pouring of disappointment in Washing-
ton’s refusal to take action. 

For example, former Speaker of the 
House Newt Gingrich has put a petition 
on his Web site asking Americans to 
send a message to Washington that we 
need to ‘‘Drill Here, Drill Now, and Pay 
Less.’’ As of today, the petition has 
over 1.1 million signatures. Surely this 
is only a snapshot of the millions more 
in America who are feeling the pinch 
from rising energy prices. That is the 
bad news. 

The good news is that House Repub-
licans have a plan to reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil, invest in a fu-
ture of renewable, cleaner energy re-
sources, and ask the American people 
to participate through conservation. 
We have a plan, and the American peo-
ple have the will to put that plan into 
action if House Democrats stop stand-
ing in the way. 
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In conclusion, God bless our troops, 

and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

OFFSHORE ENERGY EXPLORATION 
IS LONG OVERDUE 

(Mr. CALVERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, the 
American people recognize that ex-
panding our offshore energy explo-
ration is long overdue. Unfortunately, 
my Democratic colleagues have failed 
to reach this obvious conclusion, so let 
me offer them some help. 

This is our country. This is our coun-
try’s Outer Continental Shelf. There is 
oil and natural gas in the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf that belongs to us, the 
American people. As offshore oil pro-
duction increases, our domestic oil sup-
ply increases. As oil supplies increase, 
prices will decline. Let me repeat that 
for my Democratic colleagues. 

This is our country. This is our coun-
try’s Outer Continental Shelf. There is 
oil and natural gas in the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf that belongs to us, the 
American people. As offshore oil pro-
duction increases, our domestic oil sup-
ply increases. As supplies increase, 
prices will decline. 

Hopefully, for the sake of the Ameri-
cans that are suffering at the gas 
pump, our Democratic colleagues can 
learn what everybody else in the world 
has known all along: If you have en-
ergy resources, use them. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE TOWN OF 
JONESVILLE ON ITS NEW TOWN 
HALL 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, today I 
want to congratulate the people of 
Jonesville, North Carolina on the com-
pletion of their new town hall. 
Jonesville’s new town hall will serve 
both as a government center and the 
hub for the town’s tourism outreach ef-
forts. 

While I was unable to attend the 
grand opening event this past Friday 
due to Congress being in session, con-
gratulations are in order for everyone 
in Jonesville who helped make this im-
portant project a success. I want to 
praise Mayor Lindbergh Swain for his 
leadership and also the people at USDA 
Rural Development for their help in se-
curing critical financing for the new 
town hall. 

This town hall, which replaces the 
town’s more than half century old town 
hall, promises not only to give the 
town a new government seat but also 
to bolster the local tourist economy. 
Tourism is a growing segment of the 
local economy in Yadkin and sur-
rounding counties, and this new facil-

ity is a wise investment in drawing 
new tourist dollars to Jonesville. I ap-
plaud Jonesville for its forward think-
ing mindset, and hope to visit the new 
town hall in the coming weeks. 

f 

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, soon we will be 
breaking for the July 4 district work 
period. July 4, Independence Day. But 
what are we doing about making us, 
the American people, independent of 
foreign oil and foreign energy? If you 
look at the record in this House, abso-
lutely nothing. 

The first response we had from the 
majority was denial. They say this sup-
ply will do nothing. Well, of course it 
will do nothing unless you explore it 
and produce it. 

Then they say energy will be pro-
duced by lawsuit. We have got a bill 
coming out of the Judiciary Com-
mittee. Sue, sue, sue, and somehow 
that is going to give you more energy. 

The American people are smart. They 
understand that if we have a precious 
resource granted to us, we ought to use 
it. 

Independence Day, July 4. Why can’t 
we bring at least one bill to the floor 
that would begin to give us energy 
independence? 

f 

FIXING THE ENERGY PROBLEM 

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speak-
er, for 30 years, we have seen the devel-
opment of new major gas and oil devel-
opments in our country thwarted. For 
30 years, we have had no new nuclear 
reactors built in this country to pro-
vide us electricity. For 30 years, we 
have seen no new refineries being built 
in this country. For 30 years, we 
haven’t even seen a hydroelectric dam 
being built in this country. And people 
ask why are we paying $4 and $5 a gal-
lon for gasoline now? 

Well, what has happened, of course, is 
we have put ourselves in a position 
where the discretionary income of our 
people is being robbed from them be-
cause we were acting irresponsibly for 
these last 30 years. Congressmen, elect-
ed representatives of the people, did 
not stand up to a radical element 
which opposed all of these energy alter-
natives for America and has left us vul-
nerable to our enemies overseas. 

It is about time we speak up, we 
stand up, and we do what is right so we 
can fix this problem that was caused by 
inaction for the last 30 years. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERV-
ISTS DEBT RELIEF ACT OF 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4044) to amend the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Con-
sumer Protection Act of 2005 to exempt 
from the means test in bankruptcy 
cases, for a limited period, qualifying 
reserve-component members who, after 
September 11, 2001, are called to active 
duty or to perform a homeland defense 
activity for not less than 60 days, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4044 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Guard 
and Reservists Debt Relief Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS. 

Section 707(b)(2)(D) of title 11, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in clauses (i) and (ii)— 
(A) by indenting the left margin of such 

clauses 2 ems to the right, and 
(B) by redesignating such clauses as sub-

clauses (I) and (II), respectively, 
(2) by striking ‘‘if the debtor is a disabled vet-

eran’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘if— 

‘‘(i) the debtor is a disabled veteran’’, 
(3) by striking the period at the end and in-

serting ‘‘; or’’, and 
(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) while— 
‘‘(I) the debtor is— 
‘‘(aa) on, and during the 540-day period be-

ginning immediately after the debtor is released 
from, a period of active duty (as defined in sec-
tion 101(d)(1) of title 10) of not less than 90 
days; or 

‘‘(bb) performing, and during the 540-day pe-
riod beginning immediately after the debtor is 
no longer performing, a homeland defense activ-
ity (as defined in section 901(1) of title 32) per-
formed for a period of not less than 90 days; and 

‘‘(II) if after September 11, 2001, the debtor 
while a member of a reserve component of the 
Armed Forces or a member of the National 
Guard, was called to such active duty or per-
formed such homeland defense activity.’’. 
SEC. 3. GAO STUDY. 

(a) COMPTROLLER GENERAL STUDY.—Not later 
than 2 years after the effective date of this Act, 
the Comptroller General shall complete and 
transmit to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the President pro tempore of 
the Senate, a study of the use and the effects of 
the provisions of law amended (and as amend-
ed) by this Act. Such study shall address, at a 
minimum— 
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