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of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People is to ensure the polit-
ical, educational, social, and economic equal-
ity of rights of all persons and to eliminate ra-
cial hatred and racial discrimination. 

With a background in communication, com-
munity activism and extensive civil rights ex-
perience, Ben Jealous has strong credentials 
for leadership of the NAACP. Ben, who will 
start his position September 1, is a former 
managing editor of Mississippi’s historic Jack-
son Advocate. In 2000, he became executive 
director of the National Newspaper Publishers 
Association, NNPA, the Black press of Amer-
ica. He left NNPA after three years to become 
director of Amnesty International’s U.S. 
Human Rights Program. He comes to the 
NAACP from the San Francisco-based Rosen-
berg Foundation, where he has served as 
president since 2005. 

Among his plans for the organization are 
strengthening online presence to connect with 
activists, mobilize public opinion, and build a 
database for tracking racial discrimination and 
hate crimes. His agenda includes ensuring a 
high voter turnout among the Black community 
in the November election, pushing an aggres-
sive stance on civil rights, and retooling the 
national office to make it more effective at 
helping local branches effect change in their 
communities. 

As a young Black activist, he is poised to at-
tract young African Americans who have criti-
cized the NAACP for being out of step with 
people who still face racial discrimination after 
the demise of legalized segregation. Ben Jeal-
ous has the smarts, talent, and leadership ex-
perience to modernize the organization and 
lead it into the 21st century better able to con-
tinue its historic record of achievement on be-
half of the Black community. 

[From the NY Carib News, June 3, 2008] 
NAACP PICKS YOUNGEST LEADER EVER 

The 64-member Board of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP), the nation’s largest civil rights 
organization, decided that it was time to in-
vest in the youth when it announced the de-
cision that 35-year old Ben Jealous will be-
come the organization’s President making 
him the youngest leader in its 99-year his-
tory. He will take the helm of the NAACP 
this September. 

‘‘I’m excited. I think that it’s a real affir-
mation that this organization is willing to 
invest in the future, to invest in the ideas 
and the leadership of the generation that is 
currently raising Black children in this 
country, Jealous said after his confirmation. 

Jealous is not a politician, minister or 
civil rights icon. His background is in com-
munications and community activism. It is 
hoped that Jealous will provide the NAACP 
with a new youthful face in order to attract 
more young people to the organization’s 
ranks. He will bring another invaluable 
asset—a young but connected chief familiar 
with Black leadership and social justice 
issues. He takes the helm as the NAACP’s 
17th President just months before the orga-
nization’s centennial anniversary and as the 
group looks to boost its coffers. 

‘‘There are a small number of groups to 
whom all Black people in this country owe a 
debt of gratitude, and the NAACP is one of 
them.’’ Jealous said. ‘‘There is work that is 
undone. . . . The need continues and our 
children continue to be at great risk in this 
country.’’ 

He succeeds Bruce Gordon, who resigned 
abruptly in March 2007 after serving just 19 
months. It has been public knowledge for 
some time that he has had a number of 
bruising clashes with board members over 
management style and the NAACP’s mission. 
Dennis Courtland Hayes had been serving as 
interim president and chief executive officer 
since that time. 

Jealous was born in Pacific Grove, Calif., 
and educated at Columbia University and 
Oxford University, where he was a Rhodes 
Scholar. He began his professional life in 1991 
with the NAACP, where he worked as a com-
munity organizer with the Legal Defense 
Fund working on issues of health care access 
in Harlem. His family boasts five genera-
tions of NAACP membership. 

During the mid 1990s, Jealous was man-
aging editor of the Jackson Advocate, Mis-
sissippi’s oldest black newspaper. From 1999 
to 2002, Jealous led the country’s largest 
group of Black community newspapers as ex-
ecutive director of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association. 

Jealous left the Publishers Association for 
Amnesty International to direct its U.S. 
Human Rights Program, for which he suc-
cessfully lobbied for federal legislation 
against prison rape, public disapproval of ra-
cial profiling after Sept. 11, and exposure of 
widespread sentencing of children to life in 
prison without the possibility of parole. 

Since 2005, Jealous has served as president 
of the Rosenberg Foundation, a private insti-
tution that supports civil and human rights 
advocacy. His experiences caught the atten-
tion of the NAACP’s search committee, and 
Jealous said mentors encouraged him to 
take the job. 

‘‘Like all black people in this country. I 
am deeply grateful for what the NAACP has 
accomplished in the 20th century, and I want 
to make sure it’s as strong and as powerful 
in the 21st century,’’ he said. ‘‘If I thought 
that I could help rebuild, if I thought that I 
could help bring in more funds and give di-
rection to the national staff and increase 
morale, I needed to take it very seriously, 
and that’s what I’ve done.’’ 

The NAACP was founded in 1909 by an 
interracial coalition that battled segrega-
tion and lynching and helped win some of the 
nation’s biggest civil rights victories. But in 
the wake of racial advances, the organiza-
tion has struggled financially. 

Among his plans for the group are 
strengthening its online presence to connect 
with activists, mobilize public opinion and 
build a database for tracking racial discrimi-
nation and hate crimes; ensuring high voter 
turnout among Blacks in the November elec-
tion; pushing an aggressive civil rights agen-
da, regardless of the makeup of the Congress 
or White House; and retooling the national 
office to make it more effective at helping 
local branches affect change in their commu-
nities. 

What Jealous lacks in oratorical appeal, he 
makes up for as an administrator skills he 
honed during his tenure with the Publishers 
Association. And his foundation experience 
could help with fundraising especially as the 
NAACP looks to raise $100 million in con-
junction with its 100th anniversary in Feb-
ruary. 

IN HONOR OF CELEBRATING 80TH 
BIRTHDAY OF GERALD (JERRY) 
KOPEL AND 56TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF JERRY AND DOLORES KOPEL 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 23, 2008 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize a dual celebration for two distin-
guished members of the First Congressional 
District. This week the Kopel family of Denver 
celebrates the 80th Birthday of Gerald (Jerry) 
Kopel and the 56th Anniversary of the mar-
riage between Jerry and Dolores Kopel. 

Jerry and Dolores have led an interesting 
and engaged life together, balancing careers 
in journalism, law, politics, and policy. They 
were the original ‘‘power couple’’ long before 
dual careers were more outwardly prevalent 
and socially acceptable. What is truly admi-
rable is the Kopels managed to pursue these 
accomplishments while raising a family and 
contributing to the broader well-being of our 
community. 

Dolores and Jerry met at the University of 
Colorado when Jerry was city editor of the Sil-
ver and Gold newspaper and Dolores was a 
reporter. Jerry graduated from the University 
and Dolores transferred to the University of 
Denver College of Law. They married at the 
end of her first year of law school, while Jerry 
was working for the Rocky Mountain News. 

Dolores graduated from law school cum 
laude in June 1954. Jerry enrolled in law 
school in January 1955 but continued for a 
while to pull night shifts at the Rocky Mountain 
News as a copy editor. In 1958, Jerry grad-
uated cum laude from the University of Den-
ver. The Kopels had the unique experience of 
practicing law together until 1979, when Dolo-
res was appointed U.S. Trustee for the District 
of Colorado and Kansas. 

As part of his life-long dedication to giving 
back to the community and preparing the next 
generation for careers in law, Jerry directed a 
review course for law students preparing for 
the Colorado bar exam from 1958 through 
1985. 

In 1964, Jerry combined his background in 
journalism and his law degree to become an 
influential member of the Democratic Party. 
He served as State representative for a total 
of 22 years, spanning 2 decades. 

Jerry was known as the consummate legis-
lator, reading every bill and every amendment 
that came before the House chamber. He suc-
cessfully carried 110 bills as chief sponsor, in-
cluding the Nation’s first sunset law. 

Jerry’s 22 years in the State Legislature and 
his extensive involvement in community issues 
and Colorado politics are encapsulated in 
‘‘The Gerald Kopel Papers’’, which are housed 
in the Denver Public Library’s Western History 
Collection. The papers are perhaps the most 
extensive archive of the public career of any 
American state legislator from the 20th cen-
tury. 

After retiring from the Legislature in 1992, 
Jerry continued to produce a printed news-
letter, titled ‘‘Jerry Kopel’s Report’’ until 1998. 
However, for many years, Jerry prepared 
weekly reports for House Democrats and sug-
gested amendments to bills being debated on 
the House floor. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:16 Feb 02, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR08\E23JN8.000 E23JN8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 10 13407 June 23, 2008 
Since retirement, Jerry has returned to jour-

nalism. He writes a weekly column for the Col-
orado Statesman and other newspapers and 
has joined the technological age with an ex-
tensive Web site chronicling his columns and 
exhibiting his extensive knowledge of Colo-
rado politics, law, and history. 

Over the years, Jerry has won numerous 
awards from the Colorado Press Association, 
most recently in 2006 in the Public Service 
writing category. All of his 600-some columns 
were edited by his wife, Dolores. Both Jerry 
and Dolores have received recognition from 
the Denver Bar Association for 50 years of 
practice. Their son, David, is an attorney and 
author who is a columnist for the Rocky Moun-
tain News. 

Jerry is also an accomplished cocktail pian-
ist, and has entertained at many local func-
tions. He has issued several fine CDs, which 
are in my personal collection. 

I have personally known Jerry and Dolores 
for many years, eagerly accepting Jerry’s sage 
advice on politics and I am an ardent reader 
of his weekly columns. Jerry and Dolores have 
had a distinctive lifetime at the forefront of 
Colorado politics, policy, and history and their 
commitment to public service and the better-
ment of the their fellow Coloradans serves as 
a sterling example for younger generations 
and those entering public policy careers. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing 
Mr. Kopel and his wife Dolores a wonderful 
56th Anniversary and Jerry a healthy and 
prosperous 80th birthday and pay tribute to 
their longstanding service and dedication to 
the City of Denver and the State of Colorado. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SIDNEY H. LICHTER 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to call to your attention the life of an out-
standing individual, Sidney H. Lichter, upon 
the completion of his term of office as Com-
mander, Department of New Jersey, Jewish 
War Veterans of the U.S.A., on Saturday, 
June 21, 2008. 

It is only fitting that he be honored in this, 
the permanent record of the greatest democ-
racy ever known, for he has served countless 
others throughout his lifetime. 

A native of Brooklyn, New York, Mr. Lichter 
enlisted in the Air Force in 1966. He served 
two decades in the armed forces where he 
was able to see much of the world and was 
awarded many honors. Mr. Lichter was sta-
tioned all over the globe including: Head-
quarters, U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon; Ala-
bama; Taiwan, and Germany. When he retired 
in 1986 as a Master Sergeant, he had been 
awarded such honors as the Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, two Air Force Commendation Med-
als, the Vietnam Campaign Medal with four 
campaign stars, along with both the Vietnam 
Service Medal and the Vietnam Presidential 
Award. 

Mr. Lichter decided in 1991 to continue his 
service to others, but this time remaining close 
to home. He brought his commitment and ex-

pertise to the volunteer sector. His time with 
the Jewish War Veterans of the United States 
has proved to be as rewarding as his time in 
the Air Force. Over his 17 years of member-
ship, he has served as Post Scholarship 
Chairman; Post Commander; Commander, 
Essex County Council; Department of New 
Jersey Adjutant; both Junior and Senior Vice 
Commander, and this past year he has served 
as Commander of the Department. I am proud 
to represent a man who has spent his lifetime 
serving his country and community, a commit-
ment I am sure he will continue for years to 
come. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
individuals like Sidney H. Lichter. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Sidney’s friends, the Department of 
New Jersey, Jewish War Veterans of the 
U.S.A., and me in recognizing Sidney H. 
Lichter. 

f 

APPLAUDING THE MARK THAT AU-
GUSTA SOUZA KAPPNER LEAVES 
ON BANK STREET COLLEGE AND 
EDUCATION 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
because a visionary in the field of education 
has left her post at a premier New York insti-
tution after championing the cause there for 
over a decade. Augusta Souza Kappner, en-
dearingly nicknamed ‘‘Gussie,’’ has stepped 
down from the helm at Bank Street College of 
Education—a one-of-its-kind, independent 
graduate school, set beside its own K8 day 
school, that offers dynamic programs in pro-
fessional development and community service. 
She came to Bank Street 13 years ago with 
unimpeachable, history-making credentials, 
having served as the first African-American 
woman to preside over the City University of 
New York, and afterwards, as the assistant 
secretary for vocational and adult education in 
the Clinton Administration’s Department of 
Education. 

Besides the obvious heft, intellect, and 
insightfulness a woman of her caliber inargu-
ably brought to the position, those around her 
cite a contagious sense of humor, an aura of 
accessibility, and a profound loyalty to the in-
stitution as her defining assets. During her 
tenure at the college, Kappner launched a se-
ries of innovative programs, ones dealing with 
teacher preparation, early childhood edu-
cation, leadership development, and dropout 
prevention and college preparation for adoles-
cents. She oversaw as the college developed 
a new center to advocate for high quality lit-
erature for all children, led efforts to 
universalize pre-k for New York students, and 
built partnerships with hundreds of public 
schools, creating in one instance a project that 
trained more than 400 principals and assistant 
principals in the city. She was committed to 
the Bank Street mission, motivated by its push 
to address every and any contemporary chal-

lenge in American education, guiding the insti-
tution through a strategic planning process to 
affirm and interpret its ambitious aims and in-
creasing its endowment sevenfold through its 
capital campaign. 

Kappner’s unrelenting work ethic can be 
traced to her modest beginnings, raised a 
poor kid in South Bronx, looking after her de-
pendent mother. She went on to earn a de-
gree from Barnard College, a master’s degree 
in social work from Hunter College, and a doc-
torate in social welfare policy from Columbia 
University. 

She leaves with a trail of notable achieve-
ments to her name and legacy, and she is 
well-poised, prepared, and positioned for her 
next endeavor. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CAPTAIN EVELYN 
DECKER 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and to pay tribute to one of 
America’s heroes, Captain Evelyn Decker. 
Captain Decker recently passed away on Fri-
day, April 25, 2008, at the Northport Veterans 
Medical Center in Northport, New York. Cap-
tain Decker was one of the first African Amer-
ican nurses accepted to serve in the armed 
forces’ Army Nurse Corps during the Korean 
War. She served with distinction for 13 years, 
in World War II and the Korean War, receiving 
the following medals and citation: American 
Campaign Medal; National Defense Medal; 
Korean Service Medal with 2 Bronze Service 
Stars; United Nations Service Medal; World 
War II Victory Medal; Army of Occupation 
Medal with Japan and Germany clasp; Service 
Lapel Button WWII; and Republic of Korea 
Presidential Unit Citation. 

Specifically, Captain Evelyn Decker be-
longed to the 38th Parallel Medical Society of 
Korea, and served as a nurse in the 8055 
MASH unit. Nurses were on the front lines fac-
ing danger day and night, and Captain Decker 
was no exception, having been stationed on 
the front lines for months longer than normal 
tours of duty called for. During this time, she 
helped to save many lives and provided incal-
culable comfort to countless American sol-
diers. In addition, she did this as an African 
American woman serving in a segregated mili-
tary. I know from my Korean War service that 
nurses valiantly went into harm’s way in order 
to provide medical care for wounded American 
soldiers. 

Aware that her war duty had compromised 
her health, making it impossible for her to 
serve to the standards she wished, Captain 
Decker left the army. It was many years be-
fore she would receive a 100 percent service- 
connected disability rating for lung disease 
caused by her tour of duty in Korea. Further-
more, it would take a full 50 years after her 
leaving the service before Captain Decker, at 
the age of 92, would finally be presented with 
her captain’s bars and the several medals to 
which she was entitled. 
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