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Since retirement, Jerry has returned to jour-

nalism. He writes a weekly column for the Col-
orado Statesman and other newspapers and 
has joined the technological age with an ex-
tensive Web site chronicling his columns and 
exhibiting his extensive knowledge of Colo-
rado politics, law, and history. 

Over the years, Jerry has won numerous 
awards from the Colorado Press Association, 
most recently in 2006 in the Public Service 
writing category. All of his 600-some columns 
were edited by his wife, Dolores. Both Jerry 
and Dolores have received recognition from 
the Denver Bar Association for 50 years of 
practice. Their son, David, is an attorney and 
author who is a columnist for the Rocky Moun-
tain News. 

Jerry is also an accomplished cocktail pian-
ist, and has entertained at many local func-
tions. He has issued several fine CDs, which 
are in my personal collection. 

I have personally known Jerry and Dolores 
for many years, eagerly accepting Jerry’s sage 
advice on politics and I am an ardent reader 
of his weekly columns. Jerry and Dolores have 
had a distinctive lifetime at the forefront of 
Colorado politics, policy, and history and their 
commitment to public service and the better-
ment of the their fellow Coloradans serves as 
a sterling example for younger generations 
and those entering public policy careers. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing 
Mr. Kopel and his wife Dolores a wonderful 
56th Anniversary and Jerry a healthy and 
prosperous 80th birthday and pay tribute to 
their longstanding service and dedication to 
the City of Denver and the State of Colorado. 
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TRIBUTE TO SIDNEY H. LICHTER 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to call to your attention the life of an out-
standing individual, Sidney H. Lichter, upon 
the completion of his term of office as Com-
mander, Department of New Jersey, Jewish 
War Veterans of the U.S.A., on Saturday, 
June 21, 2008. 

It is only fitting that he be honored in this, 
the permanent record of the greatest democ-
racy ever known, for he has served countless 
others throughout his lifetime. 

A native of Brooklyn, New York, Mr. Lichter 
enlisted in the Air Force in 1966. He served 
two decades in the armed forces where he 
was able to see much of the world and was 
awarded many honors. Mr. Lichter was sta-
tioned all over the globe including: Head-
quarters, U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon; Ala-
bama; Taiwan, and Germany. When he retired 
in 1986 as a Master Sergeant, he had been 
awarded such honors as the Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, two Air Force Commendation Med-
als, the Vietnam Campaign Medal with four 
campaign stars, along with both the Vietnam 
Service Medal and the Vietnam Presidential 
Award. 

Mr. Lichter decided in 1991 to continue his 
service to others, but this time remaining close 
to home. He brought his commitment and ex-

pertise to the volunteer sector. His time with 
the Jewish War Veterans of the United States 
has proved to be as rewarding as his time in 
the Air Force. Over his 17 years of member-
ship, he has served as Post Scholarship 
Chairman; Post Commander; Commander, 
Essex County Council; Department of New 
Jersey Adjutant; both Junior and Senior Vice 
Commander, and this past year he has served 
as Commander of the Department. I am proud 
to represent a man who has spent his lifetime 
serving his country and community, a commit-
ment I am sure he will continue for years to 
come. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
individuals like Sidney H. Lichter. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Sidney’s friends, the Department of 
New Jersey, Jewish War Veterans of the 
U.S.A., and me in recognizing Sidney H. 
Lichter. 

f 

APPLAUDING THE MARK THAT AU-
GUSTA SOUZA KAPPNER LEAVES 
ON BANK STREET COLLEGE AND 
EDUCATION 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
because a visionary in the field of education 
has left her post at a premier New York insti-
tution after championing the cause there for 
over a decade. Augusta Souza Kappner, en-
dearingly nicknamed ‘‘Gussie,’’ has stepped 
down from the helm at Bank Street College of 
Education—a one-of-its-kind, independent 
graduate school, set beside its own K8 day 
school, that offers dynamic programs in pro-
fessional development and community service. 
She came to Bank Street 13 years ago with 
unimpeachable, history-making credentials, 
having served as the first African-American 
woman to preside over the City University of 
New York, and afterwards, as the assistant 
secretary for vocational and adult education in 
the Clinton Administration’s Department of 
Education. 

Besides the obvious heft, intellect, and 
insightfulness a woman of her caliber inargu-
ably brought to the position, those around her 
cite a contagious sense of humor, an aura of 
accessibility, and a profound loyalty to the in-
stitution as her defining assets. During her 
tenure at the college, Kappner launched a se-
ries of innovative programs, ones dealing with 
teacher preparation, early childhood edu-
cation, leadership development, and dropout 
prevention and college preparation for adoles-
cents. She oversaw as the college developed 
a new center to advocate for high quality lit-
erature for all children, led efforts to 
universalize pre-k for New York students, and 
built partnerships with hundreds of public 
schools, creating in one instance a project that 
trained more than 400 principals and assistant 
principals in the city. She was committed to 
the Bank Street mission, motivated by its push 
to address every and any contemporary chal-

lenge in American education, guiding the insti-
tution through a strategic planning process to 
affirm and interpret its ambitious aims and in-
creasing its endowment sevenfold through its 
capital campaign. 

Kappner’s unrelenting work ethic can be 
traced to her modest beginnings, raised a 
poor kid in South Bronx, looking after her de-
pendent mother. She went on to earn a de-
gree from Barnard College, a master’s degree 
in social work from Hunter College, and a doc-
torate in social welfare policy from Columbia 
University. 

She leaves with a trail of notable achieve-
ments to her name and legacy, and she is 
well-poised, prepared, and positioned for her 
next endeavor. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF CAPTAIN EVELYN 
DECKER 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and to pay tribute to one of 
America’s heroes, Captain Evelyn Decker. 
Captain Decker recently passed away on Fri-
day, April 25, 2008, at the Northport Veterans 
Medical Center in Northport, New York. Cap-
tain Decker was one of the first African Amer-
ican nurses accepted to serve in the armed 
forces’ Army Nurse Corps during the Korean 
War. She served with distinction for 13 years, 
in World War II and the Korean War, receiving 
the following medals and citation: American 
Campaign Medal; National Defense Medal; 
Korean Service Medal with 2 Bronze Service 
Stars; United Nations Service Medal; World 
War II Victory Medal; Army of Occupation 
Medal with Japan and Germany clasp; Service 
Lapel Button WWII; and Republic of Korea 
Presidential Unit Citation. 

Specifically, Captain Evelyn Decker be-
longed to the 38th Parallel Medical Society of 
Korea, and served as a nurse in the 8055 
MASH unit. Nurses were on the front lines fac-
ing danger day and night, and Captain Decker 
was no exception, having been stationed on 
the front lines for months longer than normal 
tours of duty called for. During this time, she 
helped to save many lives and provided incal-
culable comfort to countless American sol-
diers. In addition, she did this as an African 
American woman serving in a segregated mili-
tary. I know from my Korean War service that 
nurses valiantly went into harm’s way in order 
to provide medical care for wounded American 
soldiers. 

Aware that her war duty had compromised 
her health, making it impossible for her to 
serve to the standards she wished, Captain 
Decker left the army. It was many years be-
fore she would receive a 100 percent service- 
connected disability rating for lung disease 
caused by her tour of duty in Korea. Further-
more, it would take a full 50 years after her 
leaving the service before Captain Decker, at 
the age of 92, would finally be presented with 
her captain’s bars and the several medals to 
which she was entitled. 
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