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Both the composer, an artiste with strong 

Brooklyn and Caribbean roots, and Sister 
Barczykowski, whose work in New Orleans 
after the Hurricane Katrina disaster 
‘‘brought hope’’ to the survivors of the floods 
and gale force winds that left thousands 
homeless were hailed before an audience of 
at least 10,000 students, faculty, parents, rel-
atives and friends of the 2008 graduating 
class. 

Each was presented with honorary doctor-
ates of Humane Letters and they were 
praised for their ‘‘commitment to service’’ 
to others and for the way they channeled 
their energies and outstanding talents for 
the good of humanity. 

Actually, the Rev. Kettleberger spoke 
about the two honorees as he delivered the 
invocation at the beginning of the 138th com-
mencement exercises at one of America’s 
leading Catholic schools of higher learning. 
With almost 3,000 students graduating with 
Bachelor’s, Master’s and doctorates, the 
afternoon of pomp, ceremony and stirring 
commencement addresses by the Rev. Dr. 
Donald Harrington, St. John’s President, and 
Whitney Coleman, a graduating senior of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Science, who 
spoke on behalf of all the students, was un-
derscored by the smiling faces and tears of 
joy that flowed freely as proud parents and 
some of the students themselves were af-
fected by the emotions of the moment. ‘‘It 
was truly an emotional moment for me,’’ 
Burgie said afterwards as he reflected on the 
tears he shed on being lauded and presented 
the doctorate from the University’s Presi-
dent. ‘‘I was thinking of my wife who died re-
cently, about the pleasure she would have 
enjoyed if she were present on this occa-
sion,’’ he said. 

‘‘But it was also emotional to have my 
sons, their wives and a granddaughter to 
share this honor with me,’’ 

Burgie, who had previously received an 
honorary doctorate from the University of 
the West Indies, was described by Dr. Julia 
Upton, Provost of St. John’s, as a ‘‘man who 
used his special gifts to lift the hearts’’ and 
the ‘‘spirits’’ of tens of millions of people 
around the world. 

As she explained it, Burgie, the son of a 
West Indian mother used his music to ‘‘bring 
hope’’ and put ‘‘smiles’’ on the faces of peo-
ple across the globe, often at times of great 
challenges. Indeed, few artistes anywhere 
had enhanced the national and global land-
scapes with their music like Burgie, whose 
songs, among them ‘‘Day-O,’’ ‘‘Island in the 
Sun,’’ ‘‘Mary’s Boy-Child,’’ and ‘‘Angelina,’’ 
were made famous by Harry Belafonte, Dr. 
Upton said. They sold more than 100 millions 
in the 50-plus years since they first came 
onto the musical scene in the 1950s. Most of 
the songs on the Harry Belafonte album, Ca-
lypso, propelled the collection to the top 
spot on the Billboard Charts and enabled it 
to become the first album in the history of 
recorded music to sell a million copies. But 
he wasn’t simply recognized for his artistic 
triumphs. Burgie, who was recently inducted 
into the Song writers Hall of Fame in the 
United States was heralded for the more 
than $100,000 in scholarships he gave over 25 
years to Bajan youth to encourage their 
writing skills and the musical scholarship 
endowed by ASCAP to help American stu-
dents pursue their musical careers. 

In essence, then, both Sister Anthony and 
Burgie had devoted their lives to the task of 
making the world a better place and proof of 
their success can be seen in the hope they 
had inspired in successive generations, St. 
John’s University stated. 

The emphasis on ‘‘hope’’ was at the core of 
the President’s commencement address. He 
pinpointed many of the serious challenges 
the world was facing and they ranged from 
the global economic downturn; starvation in 
Africa; and the global food crisis to the divi-
sive presidential campaign in the United 
States; and the devastating wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan which have cost more than 4,000 
Americans and trillions of dollars in U.S. 
and British taxpayer money. 

But he wasn’t disheartened by the monu-
mental task at hand. 

Indeed, the President said he was ‘‘opti-
mistic’’ because of the many, ‘‘wonderful 
people’’ who had worked hard to transform 
society, Burgie and Sister Anthony included, 
and because of the young people, especially 
the members of the graduating class who 
were prepared to assume their roles in soci-
ety. 

Coleman, the Black student who spoke for 
the entire class, emphasized the importance 
of ‘‘giving back’’ and the need for individuals 
and society to ‘‘re-fuel’’ when their tanks 
were running low. Just as important was the 
need to put the ‘‘exemplary education’’ the 
students had received at St. John’s to 
produce. It was, she asserted, a kind of 
‘‘roadmap’’ that would guide them at the be-
ginning of life’s journey and would help them 
along the way. At the end of the ceremonies, 
Burgie who was born and grew up in Brook-
lyn but whose music has made him a world 
citizen summed up the situation: ‘‘It was 
simply wonderful. I thank St. John’s for the 
honor.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, on the after-
noon of June 18, 2008, I erroneously voted to 
override the President’s veto on H.R. 6124, 
(roll call No. 417), the Food, Conservation and 
Energy Act. I intended to vote ‘‘nay’’ and sus-
tain the President’s veto. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION– 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, unfortunately I 
have been out on medical leave. I have been 
unable to cast votes; however, I would like the 
record to reflect my intentions had I been 
present. Had I been present for rollcall No. 
414, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been 
present for rollcall No. 415, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’. Had I been present for rollcall No. 416, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 417, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 418, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No.419, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 420, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 421, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 422, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 

for rollcall No. 423, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 424, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 425, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 426, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 427, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 428, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 429, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 430, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 431, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 432, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 433, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 434, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 435, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’. 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 436, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’. Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 437, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’. 
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REMARKS IN RECOGNITION OF 
TONI ANN SECREST 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
heartfelt gratitude to Assistant Principal Toni 
Ann Secrest who is retiring after 38 pas-
sionate years of service to the students, fac-
ulty and parents of Mercy High School in Bur-
lingame, California. 

Ms. Secrest arrived at Mercy in 1970, just 
two years after I graduated. While I had the 
best teachers a student could ask for, Toni 
Ann Secrest is one more reason why I wish I 
was just a little younger. Her energetic ap-
proach to teaching, her love of all things his-
torical and her captivating and entertaining 
storytelling ability are legendary. 

Toni Ann’s students, it is said, never grad-
uate. She instills in them the love of critical 
thinking and intellectual examination that in-
spires them to continue along the path of life-
long learning. This didn’t stop when she 
moved out of the classroom and into the coun-
selor’s chair. Seeing the mission of her new 
job as much more than advising on college 
and careers, Ms. Secrest offered real counsel. 
Students always left her office more inspired 
and infinitely more hopeful than they went in. 

As Assistant Principal, Toni Ann Secrest 
was without peer. She brought Mercy High 
School into the information age by revamping 
the curriculum to replace typing classes with 
computer science. She brought the faculty and 
administration up-to-date also, even if it meant 
dragging them against their will to learn and 
embrace new technologies. 

Toni Ann is adored by her former students. 
To a person, they remember her intellect, her 
kindness and her style. Toni Ann dresses like 
she lives. She sets an example. As one stu-
dent recalled, ‘‘Ms. Secrest always had it 
going on.’’ To this day, she is the best- 
dressed person in any room. 

Madam Speaker, like you, Toni Ann Secrest 
is a pioneer. She was a member of the first 
co-ed graduating class of the University of 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:16 Feb 02, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR08\E23JN8.000 E23JN8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T04:21:23-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




