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of 1972. Title IX was the culmination of the 
hard work of many women and men who 
fought for women’s rights to equal opportuni-
ties within the American education system. 
Today, we remember their efforts and we cel-
ebrate their achievements. 

Title IX was the first comprehensive federal 
law to prohibit sex discrimination against stu-
dents and employees of educational institu-
tions. Title IX has benefited both males and 
females, and is at the heart of efforts to create 
gender equitable schools with equal opportuni-
ties and treatment for women. The law re-
quires educational institutions to maintain poli-
cies, practices and programs that do not dis-
criminate against anyone based on sex. Under 
this law, males and females must receive fair 
and equal treatment in all areas of higher edu-
cation, such as admissions, educational pro-
grams and athletics. 

The benefits of Title IX are compelling and 
throughout these 36 years we have seen 
women seize the opportunity to thrive within 
the education system in all areas. High school 
sports participation for females has risen 
903% since the early 70s. In 1970, women 
earned only 14% of doctoral degrees, but 
today earn nearly 50%. Over these 36 years, 
women have entered and thrived in male- 
dominated fields such as business and 
science. I’d like to recognize the 92 current fe-
male Members of this Congress who have 
also entered and thrived in another male- 
dominated field. Many of my distinguished col-
leagues have been beneficiaries of Title IX. 
They have rightfully been given an opportunity 
to be free from sex discrimination and they are 
continuing to pave the way for women coming 
after them. 

Throughout our recent history, America has 
seen the growing momentum to achieve the 
equality enshrined in our Constitution. The 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 was the first giant 
step, which prohibited discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, sex and national origin. 
Then during the decade after the passage of 
the Civil Rights Act, Congress passed a series 
of laws extending civil rights protections in fed-
erally assisted programs. There was Title IX, 
then Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 which protected those with disabilities, 
then the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 which 
prohibited age discrimination, and then the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Education Act to pro-
vide education and intervention programs to 
youth with disabilities. 

In the last 44 years we have made great 
progress towards achieving equality and ex-
traordinary legislation such as Title IX has 
made this possible. However, despite all this 
progress, equal rights and opportunities for all 
have not yet been realized. We continue on 
the journey to obtain equal opportunities for all 
Americans, and we acknowledge that there is 
much more to be done for women and for 
other historically marginalized groups. But on 
the 36th anniversary of Title IX, we celebrate 
our achievements as they give us strength to 
continue on the path towards equality. 
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Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to an exceptional officer in the 
United States Army, Lieutenant Colonel Craig 
Greene, upon his retirement after 20 years of 
distinguished service. Lieutenant Colonel 
Greene will retire on September 1, 2008 after 
having last served as Deputy Chief, Army 
Senate Liaison Division, Office of the Chief of 
Legislative Liaison. 

I had the privilege to work with Lieutenant 
Colonel Greene during my tenure as the 
Chairman of the House Armed Services Com-
mittee’s Military Personnel Subcommittee. At 
that time, he served as the Legislative Liaison 
Officer for the Army, responsible for directing 
the Army’s Personnel Policy and the Oper-
ations and Readiness Portfolios. Lieutenant 
Colonel Greene provided Members and staff 
with forthright assessments important to en-
suring a full understanding of the challenges 
facing America’s Army. His candor, integrity, 
and insights were always valued. Recognizing 
Lieutenant Colonel Greene’s proven skills as a 
liaison officer and leader, the Army selected 
him to serve as Deputy Chief of the Senate Li-
aison Division where he continued his impor-
tant work. 

During his 5 years of service as an Army 
Congressional Liaison, Lieutenant Colonel 
Greene flawlessly escorted over 50 Congres-
sional delegations worldwide, 12 of which 
were delegations to Iraq and Afghanistan, in 
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom, respectively. Mem-
bers of Congress knew they could count on 
Lieutenant Colonel Greene for his sage coun-
sel, professional advice and unwavering integ-
rity. 

Lieutenant Colonel Greene’s Senate assign-
ment was the capstone to an outstanding ca-
reer of service to our Nation. Upon graduating 
from the University of Massachusetts, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Greene served as an Infantry Offi-
cer in command and staff positions in a num-
ber of infantry units. Prior to Lieutenant Colo-
nel Greene’s assignment to the Office of Chief 
of Legislative Liaison, he was assigned to the 
25th Infantry Division (Light), Schofield Bar-
racks Hawaii from 2001 to 2003. A soldier’s 
soldier, his awards include the Defense Meri-
torious Medal, four Meritorious Service Med-
als, five Army Accommodation Medals, two 
Army Achievement Medals, the Expert Infantry 
Badge, the Ranger Tab, and Parachutist and 
Air Assault Badge respectively. 

Not only is Lieutenant Colonel Greene an 
exemplary soldier, he is both husband and fa-
ther. He is married to the former Michelle 
Snow of Belchertown, MA, also a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the United States Army. They have 
two children, Jackson—14 and Austen—10. In 
addition to his many responsibilities, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Greene finds time to volunteer in 
his community, serving as a coach and as a 
participant in career days at his children’s 
schools. 

The demands of military life are such that 
military families also sacrifice and serve the 

Nation along with their soldier. Lieutenant 
Colonel Greene’s dedication to duty upholds 
the highest traditions of military service. He 
has repeatedly stood for the defense of our 
Nation and her citizens and their freedom. De-
voted to the defense of liberty, he epitomizes 
what it means to be a soldier and a patriot. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of Congress and 
the United States of America, I thank Lieuten-
ant Colonel Craig Greene, his wife, Lieutenant 
Colonel Michelle Greene and their sons, Jack-
son and Austen, for the commitment, sac-
rifices, and contributions that they have made 
throughout his honorable military career. Con-
gratulations on completing an exceptional and 
successful career. 
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CONGRATULATING GARFIELD ON 
THE OCCASION OF HIS 30TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 30th birthday of arguably America’s 
favorite feline friend, Garfield. From a humble 
beginning in Muncie, Indiana on June 19, 
1978, Garfield and his creator, Jim Davis, 
have combined to bring laughter and cheer to 
the lives of millions of Americans over the past 
three decades. 

It would have been easy for the bright spot-
light of fame to have drawn our good friend 
Garfield away from his humble Indiana roots. 
Yet as the Muncie Star Press writes in a June 
19 editorial, ‘‘Garfield is a hometown cat at 
heart.’’ Remaining true to his roots, Muncie’s 
favorite fat cat appears in the Guinness Book 
of World Records as the world’s most widely 
syndicated comic strip character, appearing in 
around 2,580 publications each day. 

Madam Speaker, as we struggle with an-
other Monday and find ourselves longing for a 
lasagna dinner, Americans have turned for 
thirty years to their friends Garfield, Jon, and 
Odie. Born at five pounds and six ounces, 
Garfield ate so much pasta that he threatened 
to put an Italian restaurant out of business, 
and was rescued to the relief of millions of 
Americans who have been touched through 
his inspiring blend of cynicism, complacency, 
and mediocrity. 

As Americans have gone from typewriters to 
BlackBerry and hatchbacks to SUVs, Garfield 
has remained a symbol of stability in an ever- 
changing world. Despite the turbulence of the 
past 30 years, Americans can still open their 
local newspaper to be greeted by the smiling 
face of Garfield. Nine lives or not, Madam 
Speaker, Muncie’s favorite cat continues to 
live beyond all expectations. 
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