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IN RECOGNITION OF THE PAN- 

MACEDONIAN STUDIES CENTER 
ON THE OCCASION OF ITS SEC-
OND ANNUAL TESTIMONIAL DIN-
NER 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to the Pan-Mac-
edonian Studies Center on the occasion of its 
Second Annual Testimonial Dinner. This year 
the Center will be honoring His Eminence 
Archbishop Demetrios, Primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Church in America, with the 
Philippion Award. 

The Pan-Macedonian Studies Center was 
established in 1995 by Elias L. Neofytides, 
Fotis Gerasopoulos and Paul Evangelou to 
help forge links between generations and be-
tween persons of Hellenic descent living in the 
U.S. and Greece. The Center thus helped 
ease the transition for adults adapting to a 
new life in America and increase under-
standing between generations. 

The Pan-Macedonian Studies Center has 
showcased the best of American and Hellenic 
cultures. It sponsors programs for young and 
old, including offerings in sports, fitness, arts 
and crafts, and dancing; educational initiatives 
such as a lending library and tutoring; and 
services including lessons on health edu-
cation, accounting, civics, and computer lit-
eracy. The Center also helps produce Mac-
edonian TV programming airing on Queens 
public television, and publishes and dissemi-
nates books on Macedonian culture to schools 
and libraries in the United States at no cost. 
The Center is open to all, regardless of ethnic 
origin, and all its services and programs are 
free of charge. 

This year, the Pan-Macedonian Studies 
Center has selected His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios to receive the Philippion Award for 
his contributions to the Hellenic-American 
community. His Eminence Archbishop 
Demetrios is a distinguished Macedonian who 
always brings ‘‘peace and serenity’’ into the 
hearts of the faithful adherents of his faith. 

He was born Demetrios Trakatellis in 
Thessaloniki, Greece on February 1, 1928. In 
1950 he graduated with distinction from the 
University of Athens School of Theology. In 
1960 he was ordained a deacon, and in 1964 
he became a priest. He was elected Bishop of 
Vresthena in 1967, and served as an auxiliary 
bishop to the Archbishop of Athens with the 
primary responsibility for the theological edu-
cation of the clergy. From 1965 to 1971, on 
scholarship from the Harvard University Grad-
uate School of Arts and Sciences, he studied 
New Testament and Christianity’s origins and 
earned a Ph.D. ‘‘with distinction’’ in 1972. 

As Bishop of Vresthena, he then returned to 
his ecclesiastical position in the Archdiocese 
of Athens and in the ensuing years he held 
the responsibilities of the theological education 
of the clergy, youth ministries, and other du-
ties related to theological conferences in 
Greece and abroad. In 1977, he earned a 
Th.D. in Theology from the University of Ath-
ens. 

From 1983 to 1993, the Bishop of 
Vresthena was the Distinguished Professor of 
Biblical Studies and Christian Origins at Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in 
Brookline, MA. Serving as a faculty member 
for more than a decade, he taught many of 
America’s Greek Orthodox clergy. He also 
taught at Harvard Divinity School as a Visiting 
Professor of New Testament during the aca-
demic years of 1984 to 1985 and from 1988 
to 1989. After several years in the United 
States, he returned to Greece in 1993 to pur-
sue full-time scholarly writing and research. At 
the same time, he resumed his responsibilities 
at the Archdiocese of Athens. 

Elected Archbishop of America in 1999 by 
the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, Archbishop Demetrios was en-
throned on September 18, 1999 at the Arch-
diocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New 
York City. As Archbishop of America, he leads 
a church of more than one and a half million 
Greek Orthodox Christians in the United 
States. He has done so with distinction, and in 
so doing has made enormous contributions to 
our Nation and our world. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in saluting 
the Pan-Macedonian Studies Center and its 
distinguished honoree, His Eminence Arch-
bishop Demetrios. 
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SUNSET MEMORIAL 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. 

It is June 23, 2008, in the land of the free 
and the home of the brave, and before the 
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more 
defenseless unborn children were killed by 
abortion on demand. That’s just today, Madam 
Speaker. That’s more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this 
country, only it happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,936 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Madam Speaker, cried and screamed 
as they died, but because it was amniotic fluid 
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we 
couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. First, they were each just little babies 
who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and 
each one of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, whether 
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the 
same. And all the gifts that these children 
might have brought to humanity are now lost 
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy, 
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible 
ignorance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those 
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of 
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson 

said, ‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and 
only object of good government.’’ The phrase 
in the 14th amendment capsulizes our entire 
Constitution. It says, ‘‘No State shall deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.’’ Madam Speaker, pro-
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and 
their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we 
are. 

And yet today another day has passed, and 
we in this body have failed again to honor that 
foundational commitment. We have failed our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without 
the protection we should have given them. 
And it seems so sad to me, Madam Speaker, 
that this Sunset Memorial may be the only ac-
knowledgement or remembrance these chil-
dren who died today will ever have in this 
Chamber. 

So as a small gesture, I would ask those in 
the Chamber who are inclined to join me for 
a moment of silent memorial to these lost little 
Americans. 

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this 
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps 
someone new who heard it tonight will finally 
embrace the truth that abortion really does kill 
little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 12,936 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that it is time that 
we stood up together again, and remembered 
that we are the same America that rejected 
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a 
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand. 

Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight 
of unborn America tonight, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too 
soon each one of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 
brothers and sisters from this murderous, 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 

It is June 23, 2008, 12,936 days since Roe 
versus Wade first stained the foundation of 
this Nation with the blood of its own children; 
this in the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 
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