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TROOPS AND VETERANS FIRST IN 

GI BILL 
(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, last 
weekend marked the 64th anniversary 
of the signing of the original GI bill by 
President Franklin Roosevelt, which 
honored the service and sacrifice of our 
World War II veterans and launched 
millions of families on a course to 
prosperity. 

Last week, this House supported a 
new GI bill for the 21st century that 
will provide the same hopes and dreams 
to our troops fighting in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

This bill is long overdue because the 
current GI bill fails to cover the full 
cost of a public education. The new GI 
bill restores the promise of a full 4-year 
college scholarship for veterans, and at 
a time when many of our troops are in 
the midst of multiple redeployments, 
we must keep our commitment to pro-
vide them the very best educational op-
portunities when their service is com-
pleted. 

This bill is a promise to our veterans 
today and tomorrow that their service 
to this country will continue to be hon-
ored. 

f 

MOTHER NATURE IS NUMBER ONE 
OIL POLLUTER 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the number 
one polluter of oil off our coast is 
Mother Nature. Crude oil seeps to the 
surface, and Mother Nature causes 62 
percent of the crude oil pollution off 
our coast. 

So the way we resolve this problem 
and get even with Mother Nature is we 
ought to drill where Mother Nature has 
that oil, take it out from the bottom of 
the Gulf of Mexico, and use it to take 
care of America. 

But there is a problem with that. We 
don’t drill anywhere except off my na-
tive Texas coast, off Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, and part of Alabama. The rest 
of this, where it is red on this chart, is 
prohibited. 

It is time for Congress to take the 
handcuffs off of this inaction and allow 
leasing off these shores. 

Now they say that the oil companies 
have enough leases; why don’t they 
drill there. The problem is when they 
drill there, they get a dry hole. And 
common sense says when they get a 
dry hole, they quit drilling even 
though they must continue to pay for 
those leases. 

So it is time to let America take care 
of America. It is time to let our oil go 
and take care of ourselves, otherwise 
this red area that we see here will re-
main off-limits, and it should be drilled 
for the crude oil to take care of our 
country. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

NO ROOM FOR RECKLESS TALK 
(Ms. HARMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have 
often said that the terrorists won’t 
check our party registration before 
they blow us up. Security has been my 
focus since coming to Congress seven 
terms ago. I have served on almost 
every security committee here, includ-
ing 8 years on the Intelligence Com-
mittee. 

Our security policy must not be par-
tisan, and that is why last week’s com-
promise on FISA was so meaningful. 
And that is why Charlie Black’s com-
ments in an upcoming Fortune maga-
zine interview that another terrorist 
attack on U.S. soil ‘‘certainly would be 
a big advantage’’ to his candidate and 
that the Bhutto assassination ‘‘helped 
us’’ were so outrageous. 

Yes, he and Senator MCCAIN have 
apologized; and they should have. An-
other attack here or the assassination 
of a democratic political party leader 
anywhere harms all of us. 

Seven years after 9/11, Osama bin 
Laden is still at large. The Taliban is 
resurgent in Afghanistan, and young 
kids still want to be suicide bombers. 
These are tough challenges, and there 
is no room for reckless talk. 

f 

OIL EVERYWHERE, NOT A DROP 
TO DRILL 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, there is an old 
saying that goes: Water, water every-
where, but not a drop to drink. 

Well, what we have in the United 
States is oil, oil everywhere, and not a 
drop to drill. That is the slogan of the 
Congress led by our friends on the 
other side of the aisle. 

If you look at this map, you will see 
we have made off-limits some of the 
most potentially productive oil re-
serves and natural gas reserves not 
only in this country but in the world. 
It makes no sense whatsoever. 

This week, instead of us addressing 
the problem this way, our friends on 
the other side of the aisle are going to 
bring us sue, sue, sue laws. That is, we 
are going to not drill our way out of 
this problem, we are going to sue our 
way out of the problem. The American 
people understand that’s not the way 
to get us going. 

Let’s use American ingenuity, Amer-
ican creativity and technology to safe-
ly drill off our shores here in the 
United States so that we can become 
energy independent. 

As we are coming up close to July 4, 
let’s strike a blow for independence. 
Let’s do something meaningful. 

LEFT OVER THE BARREL 

(Mr. OLVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, the corner-
stone of the Bush-McCain plan to lower 
gas prices is to open every acre of the 
Outer Continental Shelf between 50 and 
200 miles offshore to oil leasing, drill-
ing and production. That plan is a sure-
fire failure. 

You can bet your house and your 
children’s college education as well 
that the most promising areas would 
be leased for long terms at bargain 
prices, but there is no guarantee that 
those new leases would be producing a 
drop of oil even 10 years from now. 
That’s been the history. 

The Minerals Management Service 
estimates 66 billion barrels of oil are 
recoverable on already-leasable areas 
of the continental shelf. Sixty-six bil-
lion barrels equals 10 years of Amer-
ica’s need without any foreign oil at 
all. Yet less than a quarter of the area 
actually leased is in production. The 
oil companies are simply banking their 
cheap, long-term leases for future high-
er prices and profits. And we, the Con-
gress and the country, will really be 
left over the barrel. 

f 

EXPLORE AVAILABLE ENERGY 
RESOURCES 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, let’s 
talk about being put over a barrel of 
oil. In 2001, a barrel cost $23. When this 
majority came in, it was at $58, and 
now it is over $136. The trend line is 
bad. 

I don’t understand why we want to 
limit our ability to explore all the 
available energy resources. Why not go 
after the leases we have. Why not open 
new leases. Why not go in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. Here is the 
OCS, off-limits by our mandate. We did 
it. The Congress said we can’t go on 
the west coast. The Congress said we 
can’t go on the east coast, and the Con-
gress said we can’t go on the east gulf. 
That is foolish at today’s prices. 

Let’s use America’s natural resource 
of coal. In Illinois alone, we have as 
much Btu as Saudi Arabia has in oil. 
Let’s encourage coal-to-liquid tech-
nologies. Let’s use solar and wind, and 
all of the above energy sources, man- 
made energy resources with American 
energy and U.S. jobs. 

f 

TITLE IX IS SLAM DUNK 

(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, a player dunked in 
a Sunday night basketball game. Most 
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