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Tuesday, July 8, 2008, or until the time of 
any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of this 
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs 
first; and that when the Senate recesses or 
adjourns on any day from Thursday, June 26, 
2008, through Friday, July 4, 2008, on a mo-
tion offered pursuant to this concurrent res-
olution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand recessed or adjourned until 
noon on Monday, July 7, 2008, or such other 
time on that day as may be specified in the 
motion to recess or adjourn, or until the 
time of any reassembly pursuant to section 2 
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first. 

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House 
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble 
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHULER). The question is on the con-
current resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I request 5 legislative 
days during which Members may revise 
and extend their remarks and insert 
extraneous material on H.R. 5876 into 
the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

STOP CHILD ABUSE IN RESIDEN-
TIAL PROGRAMS FOR TEENS 
ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1276 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5876. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5876) to 
require certain standards and enforce-
ment provisions to prevent child abuse 
and neglect in residential programs, 
and for other purposes, with Ms. 
MCCOLLUM of Minnesota in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCKEON) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER). 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Madam Chairman, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I rise today in strong support of H.R. 
5876, the Stop Child Abuse in Residen-
tial Programs For Teens Act of 2008. 
Last year, a 17-year-old boy in a Mary-
land residential program for teens be-
came unresponsive after he was phys-
ically restrained by staff members. Ac-
cording to the press reports, prosecu-
tors alleged that the staff members 
waited 41 minutes to call 911 because 
they thought the boy was faking. The 
boy died. A 15-year-old boy in a wilder-
ness camp in Colorado died in May 2007 
from a staph infection. According to 
the press reports, State authorities 
said the boy showed observable signs of 
infection that were neglected by the 
camp staff members. 

Tragically, these recent deaths are 
not isolated cases. The Government 
Accountability Office has thousands of 
cases and allegations of child abuse and 
neglect stretching back decades in teen 
residential programs, including boot 
camps, wilderness camps and thera-
peutic boarding schools. 

The Education and Labor Committee 
has closely examined a number of these 
neglect and abuse cases, including 
cases that resulted in the death of a 
child. We have heard stories about pro-
gram staff members forcing children to 
remain in so-called stress positions for 
hours at a time, to stand with bags 
over their heads and nooses around 
their necks in mock hangings, to eat 
foods to which they were allergic, even 
as they got sick, or to eat their own 
vomit. We have heard from parents of 
children who died preventible deaths at 
the hands of untrained, uncaring staff 
members. 
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Bob Bacon testified that program 

staff members mocked his son, Aaron, 
when the 16-year-old boy asked for 
medical help, calling him a faker. For 
weeks, the staff deprived Aaron of ade-
quate food and water even though his 
weight loss became frighteningly ap-
parent. When Bob and his wife Sally 
went to the mortuary to see their son, 
they found scars of abuse and dried 
skin stretched taut over Aaron’s bones. 

Cynthia Harvey told the Education 
and Labor Committee that program 
staff members waited 45 minutes before 
summoning appropriate medical care 
for her daughter, Erica, who had col-
lapsed and was having difficulty 
breathing. 

Paul Lewis testified that program 
staff members ignored his son Ryan’s 
obvious signs of emotional distress, de-
nying him psychiatric care that could 
have saved his life. 

In addition to wrenching stories like 
these parents told, the Education and 
Labor Committee has also heard from 
adults who attended these programs as 
teens. They too were victims of phys-
ical and emotional abuse and witnessed 
other children being abused. 

Madam Chairman, these abuses have 
been allowed to continue unchecked 
because of the weak patchwork of 
State and Federal regulations gov-
erning teen residential programs. 

An exhaustive 18-month study by the 
Government Accountability Office 
showed that State licensing programs 
may exclude certain types of teen resi-
dential programs, and thus place chil-
dren at higher risk of abuse and ne-
glect. In some States, inconsistent li-
censing enables programs to define 
themselves out of the licensing alto-
gether. According to the GAO, in Texas 
a program that calls itself a residential 
treatment center would be required to 
obtain a license; but if that same pro-
gram were simply called a boarding 
school, it would not require a license. 
Even when licensing exists, GAO found 
that there may not be minimum stand-
ards to effectively prevent child abuse 
and neglect. 

Parents often send their children to 
these programs when they feel they 
have exhausted all their alternatives. 
Their children may be abusing drugs or 
alcohol, attempting to run away—or 
physically harm themselves—or other-
wise acting out. Parents turn to these 
programs because of the promise that 
staff members will help their children 
straighten their lives out. And surely 
there are many cases in which pro-
grams do provide families with the 
help they need. In far too many cases, 
however, the very people entrusted 
with the safety, health, and welfare of 
these children are the ones who violate 
the trust in some of the most awful 
ways imaginable. 

We have learned a great deal from 
the Government Accountability Office 
about programs’ irresponsible oper-
ating practices that put kids at risk 
and about the deceitful marketing 
practices that programs use to lure 
parents desperate for help for their 
children. The Government Account-
ability Office also found examples of 
the shady network that programs 
sometimes relied on, such as referral 
service providers that claim to offer 
independent services to parents but 
that actually have close financial or 
personal ties to the very programs that 
they are ‘‘independently recom-
mending.’’ 

We know that there are many pro-
grams and people around the country 
who are committed to helping improve 
the lives of young people and who do 
good work every day. But, unfortu-
nately, it has become extremely dif-
ficult for parents to tell the good pro-
grams from the bad. And I would re-
mind you again that very often these 
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