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Mr. MCKEON. I yield the gentleman 

an additional 1 minute. 
Mr. SALI. When the Father of the 

Constitution issues such a warning, we 
should listen closely. Even more im-
portantly, the Constitution of the 
United States says in the 10th amend-
ment: ‘‘The powers not delegated to 
the United States by the Constitution, 
nor prohibited by it to the States, are 
reserved for the States respectively, or 
to the people.’’ 

In 1941, the New Deal Supreme Court, 
in Darby v. United States, commented 
that this amendment is mere ‘‘truism.’’ 
Many of us here in this body would 
challenge that assertion. The authority 
of the States and their right to govern 
their own affairs is not a trite and ar-
chaic remark but an essential aspect of 
our Federal system. We diminish it to 
the peril of our system of Federalism 
which has been vital to our freedom as 
a Nation. 

H.R. 5876 is not a solution looking for 
a problem, but it is a solution that I 
will submit solves fewer problems than 
it will create. 

b 1630 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will 
rise informally. 

The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) assumed the chair. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

STOP CHILD ABUSE IN RESIDEN-
TIAL PROGRAMS FOR TEENS 
ACT OF 2008 

The Committee resumed its sitting. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 

Madam Chairman, I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MCCARTHY) who’s been very, very in-
volved in the drafting of this legisla-
tion and also in other matters before 
our committee to keep children safe in 
whatever setting they’re in. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
Madam Chairman, I want to start by 
saying congratulations to Chairman 
MILLER on this important day and 
thank him for his strong leadership 
over the many years that this has been 
an issue for him. 

I also want to thank Chairman MIL-
LER and the committee staff for work-
ing with me on this important legisla-
tion. When we started working on this 
issue in the committee, I became out-
raged over the testimony we heard. 
You see, children are dying. 

I cannot forget the testimony of Bob 
Bacon, father of Aaron Bacon. Bob and 
his wife Sally were seeking the best al-
ternative for their son, Aaron, who was 

struggling. They talked with thera-
pists, counselors, pastors, and doctors, 
and were referred by friends to a par-
ticular program. They read, and I 
quote, in their very compelling bro-
chure, spoke with the office on the 
phone, and met with the owners for a 
personal interview and chose this par-
ticular program for their son. They felt 
that the owners were caring people who 
had experience in counseling kids who 
were struggling with drugs and peer 
pressure. 

He continued on in his testimony to 
our committee: ‘‘Of course, being nor-
mal, trusting, and honest people our-
selves, we assumed we were being told 
the truth.’’ They were not. 

I will never forget the pain in the fa-
ther’s eyes when he told us that he re-
gretted being talked into using the pro-
gram’s escort service, and here is why: 
At 5 a.m., Bob’s son, Aaron, was taken 
from his bed under the threat of phys-
ical force if he resisted. Aaron was not 
permitted to speak to Bob or Sally, his 
mother, or father. His parents managed 
to hug him and tell him that it was for 
the best. The van backed out of the 
driveway, and Bob told us the pleading 
eyes of his son which begged them not 
to send him away haunt them today. 
They never spoke again. 

Aaron died in the wilderness with the 
program’s staff claiming he was faking 
the entire time. Aaron begged to be 
seen by a doctor. The criminal inves-
tigation illuminated 21 days, 21 days of 
physical and psychological abuse and 
neglect that Aaron experienced. There 
is no excuse for this. 

This and many other stories are the 
cause of my outrage, and we should all 
be outraged. There were many stories 
and testimony from parents that came 
to our committee and talked to us, but 
here is the bottom line. There are some 
good residential programs out there 
that are for the treatment of our young 
people that have problems. But the ma-
jority, I have to say, they go from 
State to State to State. When they 
close down in one State, they open up 
in another State, and they use their 
same abusive practices. 

This is America. These are our most 
vulnerable children. And yes, as far as 
I’m concerned, it is a Federal duty to 
protect these children because these 
camps do go from State to State. And 
we should at least be able to give the 
parents the tools that they need to 
make sure that their children are get-
ting the treatment and the care that 
they were promised. 

I hope that this bill passes. I hope 
that those in Congress understand be-
cause only because we never know if 
that’s going to happen to one of our 
children in our families or our grand-
children, and we want to make sure 
that we have the information that is 
out there to make sure that our chil-
dren get the treatment that they need. 

Chairman MILLER, I thank you for 
bringing this forward. I hope this goes 

forward. I hope we can protect the chil-
dren of this country. I hope that we can 
set standards for the many camps 
around this country that unfortunately 
do not do what they say to help the 
children. 

Mr. MCKEON. Madam Chairman, I 
yield 3 minutes no the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. TIM MURPHY). 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Chairman, I thank the gen-
tleman from California for yielding, 
and I thank the House for taking up 
this important bill. 

In my 25-plus years of practicing as a 
child psychologist, I have treated many 
of the types of children that we’re talk-
ing about today: young men and 
women, young boys and girls, who of-
tentimes characteristically really have 
reached the point in living with their 
family where the family has lost all 
ability to control these children. 

As one group of parents told me when 
I was working them once in a group, 
the mother said, You know, it’s like 
walking on eggshells when you’re 
around my son. Another mother said, 
No, it’s like walking on glass. You have 
to be so careful. You never know when 
you’re going to have harm. 

And so it is. I know so many of them 
move me so much when I wrote my 
book about these children called ‘‘The 
Angry Child.’’ I recognized what many 
of their characteristics are: They have 
difficulty solving problems; they tend 
to blame other people for their prob-
lems; their primary emotional reaction 
to difficulty is anger; they believe that 
anger is a source of power for them, 
and they have a great deal of destruc-
tive self-talk. It is so very, very dif-
ficult to change these children. 

And thus it is important that we 
have residential treatment programs 
available as an option because these 
parents have certainly gone through 
the whole gamut of possible treatment 
options through psychotherapy, coun-
seling, sometimes hospitalizations, 
medication, et cetera. And they’re so 
moved by their love and affection and 
hope for their child they’re willing to 
try anything. But we have to make 
sure that ‘‘anything’’ does not involve 
situations that can lead to more harm 
and abuse. 

One of the reasons this bill is so im-
portant is because parents have to 
know at a time when they feel they can 
no longer trust their child to control 
themselves and they no longer can 
trust their own ability to parent, they 
have to trust someone. And sound, resi-
dential treatment programs that are 
there with proper staff properly trained 
in therapy, not there to physically 
abuse or harm the child, of which a ma-
jority of these programs are good pro-
grams, but parents have to know there 
is something they can trust. 

It is so terribly, terribly heart-
breaking to work with these families 
and work with these children and know 
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