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Robert ‘‘Link’’ Lingenfelter has be-

come one of the finest teachers in Dela-
ware, and he is on his way to becoming 
one of the finest teachers in America. 
It is with a genuine sense of honor and 
joy that I rise today to extend heart-
felt congratulations to my good friend 
for his award. There could not be a 
more deserving recipient. He will al-
ways be a role model, not just to his 
own students, but to all of us.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LEROY 
KOPPENDRAYER 

∑ Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, today, 
I honor the distinguished public career 
of LeRoy Koppendrayer, retiring chair-
man of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission. LeRoy was appointed 
commissioner in 1998 and chairman in 
2003. He has served Minnesotans honor-
ably for 10 years, upholding and pro-
tecting the interests of Minnesota’s 
utility ratepayers while enjoying the 
respect and camaraderie of his fellow 
commissioners and those who have 
come to know him. 

LeRoy’s journey to becoming a com-
missioner has been filled with a life-
time of experiences anyone would ad-
mire. In the 1990s, LeRoy was elected 
to four terms as a representative in 
Minnesota’s Legislature where he 
worked successfully on issues ranging 
from agriculture to energy to edu-
cation. He also worked for years as a 
dairy farmer and then as an inter-
national agricultural consultant, 
spending time in South America, Afri-
ca, Jamaica, Philippines, and Indo-
nesia, consulting farmers and working 
to develop and improve their econo-
mies and their lives. LeRoy’s appoint-
ment to the commission caps his dec-
ades-long commitment to public serv-
ice. 

LeRoy’s work as commissioner in-
cludes decisions on a myriad of issues 
facing Minnesota’s utility ratepayers, 
such as rate cases filed by natural gas, 
electric, and telephone utility compa-
nies, the twin cities metro area code 
split, the establishment of rules gov-
erning reliability standards for electric 
utilities, renewable energy projects and 
the citing and routing of energy facili-
ties and transmission pipelines, to 
name just a few. 

LeRoy’s committee memberships in-
clude the National Association of Reg-
ulatory Commissioners, known as 
NARUC; as liaison to NARUC’s Inter-
national Relations Committee; the 
NARUC Regulatory Advisory Com-
mittee to the Institute of Public Utili-
ties; and the NARUC Committee on 
Electricity and Subcommittee on Stra-
tegic Issues. He has also served as chair 
of the Nuclear Waste Strategy Coali-
tion and as a member of the board of 
the Organization of Midwest States, 
which oversees the Midwest electricity 
grid. 

As chairman, LeRoy has ensured the 
integrity of the commission’s process 

through thoughtful consideration of 
issues and a friendly rapport with 
those who appear before the commis-
sion. Whether it is a lawyer rep-
resenting a utility or a concerned cit-
izen appearing for the first time, 
LeRoy’s approach is the same. He 
treats everyone with genuine respect 
and professional courtesy and with a 
sincere interest in understanding each 
person’s point of view. 

And on top of it all, LeRoy recently 
found time to make a 150-mile bicycle 
trip with his wife Carolyn and 10 other 
family members in support of MS re-
search. 

LeRoy is a man of loyalty, convic-
tion, and fortitude. He commands great 
respect and great affection. He has an 
enviable capacity for warmth and kind-
ness and is driven by his value for hard 
work. He stands firm in what he be-
lieves and yet finds common ground 
where there are differences, using a 
welcoming approach and a friendly 
smile to bring people together. And if 
all else fails, he’ll make you laugh, 
mostly at his own expense, by poking 
fun at himself. 

Today, at this bittersweet moment, 
it is with gratitude and admiration 
that I stand before you to honor 
LeRoy’s longstanding contributions to 
the people of Minnesota through his 
years of service as commissioner of the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commis-
sion.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
BELFIELD, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to honor a community in North 
Dakota that is celebrating its 125th an-
niversary. From July 11 to July 13, the 
residents of Belfield, ND, will celebrate 
their community’s history and found-
ing. 

Belfield is situated along the banks 
of the Heart River in western North 
Dakota. As the westward expansion of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad pro-
gressed, settlers established this com-
munity and first identified it as Fort 
Houston. Belfield is said to have later 
adopted its current name after Belle 
Field, the daughter of a railroad engi-
neer. 

Belfield offers visitors and residents 
fresh air and beautiful scenery. From 
Custer’s Trail and Initial Rock, to 
Belfield Dam and the Maah Daah Hey 
Trail, Belfield has a wealth of outdoor 
recreational activities. This gateway 
to the west is also birthplace of North 
Dakota Supreme Court Judge Herbert 
L. Meschke. 

To celebrate its 125th anniversary, 
Belfield is organizing a weekend filled 
with events such as a parade, class re-
unions, a demolition derby, a steak fry, 
historical photo and pottery displays, 
and games for all ages. Belfield will 
also be host to the Black Daggers, a 
U.S. Army Special Operations Com-

mand Parachute Demonstration Team. 
The team will be performing parachute 
jumps throughout the weekend at var-
ious locations. It will no doubt add a 
breathtaking element to this celebra-
tion. 

Mr. President, I ask the U.S. Senate 
to join me in congratulating Belfield, 
ND, and its residents on their first 125 
years and in wishing them well in the 
future. By honoring Belfield and all the 
other historic small towns of North Da-
kota, we keep the pioneering frontier 
spirit alive for future generations. It is 
places such as Belfield that have 
helped to shape this country into what 
it is today, which is why this fine com-
munity is deserving of our recognition. 

Belfield has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF MENOKEN, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to honor a community in North 
Dakota that recently celebrated its 
125th anniversary. On June 21, the resi-
dents of Menoken gathered to celebrate 
their community and its historic 
founding. 

Menoken is located in Burleigh Coun-
ty, just a few miles from the State cap-
ital. Although its population is small, 
Menoken holds an important place in 
our State’s history. As the first tracks 
of the Northern Pacific Railroad were 
being laid across North Dakota, the 
Seventeenth Siding was marked; later 
to be known as what is now Menoken. 
Upon the completion of the railroad, 
settlers from Maine occupied the terri-
tory and named the town Blaine, after 
Maine Senator James G. Blaine. Once 
more the town’s name was changed to 
Clark, and then finally secured as 
Menoken. 

The citizens of Menoken take great 
pride in their community enriched 
with history. The town is home to the 
Menoken Indian Village, which is a 
preserved prehistoric earthlodge vil-
lage that dates back to the early 13th 
century A.D. In addition, the battle-
grounds of General Sibley’s campaign 
of 1863 are located near Menoken. 
These two landmarks are among many 
of the town’s sacred keepsakes that re-
semble the very essence of North Da-
kota. 

The 125th anniversary celebration in-
cluded a school tour, fashion show, and 
parade. It was followed by a horseshoe 
tournament, tractor pull, and old-time 
music. Once evening set in, people wit-
nessed an exceptional cavalry reenact-
ment. It was no doubt a day unlike any 
other. 

Mr. President, I ask the U.S. Senate 
to join me in congratulating Menoken, 
ND, and its residents on their 125th an-
niversary and in wishing them well for 
the future. By honoring Menoken and 
all other towns of North Dakota, we 
keep the pioneering, frontier spirit 
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