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loan, discount, or credit sale made, or upon 
any bond, note, obligation, bill of exchange, 
financing transaction, or other evidence of 
debt issued to or acquired by any other per-
son or governmental or private entity may 
not exceed 17 percent per year.’’. 

SA 5056. Mr. DEMINT submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3221, moving the 
United States toward greater energy 
independence and security, developing 
innovative new technologies, reducing 
carbon emissions, creating green jobs, 
protecting consumers, increasing clean 
renewable energy production, and mod-
ernizing our energy infrastructure, and 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide tax incentives for the 
production of renewable energy and en-
ergy conservation; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title VI of division A, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1606. OIL AND NATURAL GAS LEASING IN 

NEW PRODUCING AREAS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ELIGIBLE PRODUCING STATE.—The term 

‘‘eligible producing State’’ means— 
(A) a new producing State; and 
(B) any other producing State that has, 

within the offshore administrative bound-
aries beyond the submerged land of a State, 
areas available for oil leasing, natural gas 
leasing, or both. 

(2) NEW PRODUCING AREA.—The term ‘‘new 
producing area’’ means an area that is— 

(A) within the offshore administrative 
boundaries beyond the submerged land of a 
State; and 

(B) not available for oil or natural gas leas-
ing as of the date of enactment of this Act. 

(3) NEW PRODUCING STATE.—The term ‘‘new 
producing State’’ means a State with respect 
to which a petition has been approved by the 
Secretary under subsection (b). 

(4) QUALIFIED REVENUES.—The term ‘‘quali-
fied revenues’’ means all rentals, royalties, 
bonus bids, and other sums due and payable 
to the United States from leases entered into 
on or after the date of enactment of this Act 
for new producing areas. 

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(b) PETITION FOR LEASING NEW PRODUCING 
AREAS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Governor of a 
State, with the concurrence of the State leg-
islature, may submit to the Secretary a peti-
tion requesting that the Secretary make a 
new producing area of the State eligible for 
oil leasing, gas leasing, or both, as deter-
mined by the State, in accordance with the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 
1331 et seq.) and the Mineral Leasing Act (30 
U.S.C. 181 et seq.). 

(2) ACTION BY SECRETARY.—As soon as prac-
ticable after the date on which the Secretary 
receives a petition under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary shall approve or disapprove the pe-
tition. 

(c) DISPOSITION OF QUALIFIED OUTER CONTI-
NENTAL SHELF REVENUES FROM ELIGIBLE 
PRODUCING STATES.—Notwithstanding sec-
tion 9 of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act (43 U.S.C. 1338), for each applicable fiscal 
year, the Secretary of the Treasury shall de-
posit— 

(1) 50 percent of qualified revenues in the 
general fund of the Treasury; and 

(2) 50 percent of qualified revenues in a spe-
cial account in the Treasury, which the Sec-

retary shall disburse to eligible producing 
States for new producing areas, to be allo-
cated in accordance with subsection (d)(1). 

(d) ALLOCATION TO ELIGIBLE PRODUCING 
STATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amount made avail-
able under subsection (c)(2)(A) shall be allo-
cated to eligible producing States in 
amounts (based on a formula established by 
the Secretary by regulation) that are in-
versely proportional to the respective dis-
tances between the point on the coastline of 
each eligible producing State that is closest 
to the geographic center of the applicable 
leased tract and the geographic center of the 
leased tract, as determined by the Secretary. 

(2) USE.—Amounts allocated to an eligible 
producing State under paragraph (1) shall be 
used to address the impacts of any oil and 
natural gas exploration and production ac-
tivities under this section. 

(e) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section af-
fects— 

(1) the amount of funds otherwise dedi-
cated to the land and water conservation 
fund established under section 2 of the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 (16 
U.S.C. 460l–5); or 

(2) any authority that permits energy pro-
duction under any other provision of law. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public of 
an addition to a previously announced 
hearing before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, Sub-
committee on Public Lands and For-
ests. 

The hearing will be held on July 9, 
2008, at 2:30 p.m. in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

In addition to the other measures 
previously announced, the Sub-
committee will also consider S. 3179, a 
bill to authorize the conveyance of cer-
tain public land in the State of New 
Mexico owned or leased by the Depart-
ment of Energy, and for other pur-
poses. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by email 
to rachel_pasternack@energy.senate 
.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact David Brooks at (202) 224–9863 or 
Rachel Pasternack at (202) 224–0883. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 

June 24, 2008, at 10:30 a.m., in room 253 
of the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
June 24, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in room 253 
of the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Finance be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
June 24, 2008, at 10 a.m., in room 215 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, June 24, 2008, at 2:15 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet, during the 
session of the Senate, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Emergence of the 
Superbug: Antimicrobial Resistance in 
the U.S.’’ on Tuesday, June 24, 2008. 
The hearing will commence at 10:30 
a.m. in room 430 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
June 24, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Ending Excessive 
Speculation in Commodity Markets: 
Legislative Options.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE LAW 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Human Rights and the 
Law, be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate, to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘From Nuremberg to 
Darfur: Accountability for Crimes 
Against Humanity’’ on Tuesday, June 
24, 2008, at 10:30 a.m., in room SD–226 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Rick Houghton, 
who will graduate from the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point next year 
and who now is an intern in my office, 
be accorded the privilege of the floor 
during today’s session of the Senate. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. SANDERS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that Winoka Begay, Jessica 
Borchert, Jullian Carr, Kelley Fry, and 
Dane Lauritzen, from the office of Sen-
ator BINGAMAN, be granted the privi-
leges of the floor for today, June 24, 
2008. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Matthew Solomon, 
a detailee on Senator LEAHY’s staff, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the FISA debate. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Ryan Kehmna 
and Ben Weingrod, both staff members 
from my office, be granted the privi-
lege of the floor for the remainder of 
the debate on H.R. 6304. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Dionne 
Thompson, a fellow in the office of 
Senator LANDRIEU, be given floor privi-
leges during the current session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DISCHARGE AND REFERRAL—S. 
3145 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 3145, and that it then 
be referred to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONRAD B. DUBERSTEIN UNITED 
STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT-
HOUSE 

THEODORE L. NEWTON, JR. AND 
GEORGE F. AZRAK BORDER PA-
TROL STATION 

JAMES M. ASHLEY AND THOMAS 
W.L. ASHLEY UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 

TIMOTHY J. RUSSERT HIGHWAY 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I further 

ask unanimous consent that the EPW 

Committee be discharged and the Sen-
ate immediately proceed to the fol-
lowing naming bills en bloc: H.R. 430, 
H.R. 2728, H.R. 3712, S. 3145. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the 

bill (H.R. 430) to designate the United 
States Bankruptcy courthouse located 
at 271 Cadman Plaza East in Brooklyn, 
New York, as the ‘‘Conrad B. 
Duberstein United States Bankruptcy 
Courthouse.’’ 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill (H.R. 2728) to designate the station 
of the United States Border Patrol lo-
cated at 25762 Madison Avenue in 
Murrieta, California, as the ‘‘Theodore 
L. Newton, Jr. and George F. Azrak 
Border Patrol Station.’’ 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill (H.R. 3712) to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 1716 
Spielbusch Avenue in Toledo, Ohio, as 
the ‘‘James M. Ashley and Thomas 
W.L. Ashley United States Court-
house.’’ 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
bill (S. 3145) to designate a portion of 
United States Route 20A, located in Or-
chard Park, New York, as the ‘‘Tim-
othy J. Russert Highway.’’ 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bills be read a 
third time and passed, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 430) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The bill (H.R. 2728) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The bill (H.R. 3712) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The bill (S. 3145) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3145 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Timothy ‘‘Tim’’ John Russert was born 

on May 7, 1950 in Buffalo, New York, to Eliz-
abeth and Timothy Joseph Russert. 

(2) Tim Russert graduated from Canisius 
High School in Buffalo, New York, earned his 
bachelor’s degree in political science from 
John Carroll University in 1972, and his Juris 
Doctor from Cleveland State University— 
Marshall School of Law in 1976. 

(3) Tim Russert embarked on a career in 
public service with United States Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan and the Governor 
of New York, Mario Cuomo, from 1977 to 1984. 

(4) After his career in public service and 
New York politics, Tim Russert began his ca-
reer in journalism when he joined NBC in 
1984. 

(5) In 1991, Tim Russert became the host of 
the Sunday morning news program Meet the 
Press, the longest-running program in the 
history of television. He would go on to be-
come the longest serving host of the show. 

(6) Throughout his career, Tim Russert re-
ceived 48 honorary doctorates and several 
awards for excellence in journalism, includ-
ing— 

(A) the Edward R. Murrow Award from the 
Radio-Television News Directors Associa-
tion; 

(B) the John Peter Zenger Freedom of the 
Press Award; 

(C) the American Legion Journalism 
Award; 

(D) the Veterans of Foreign Wars News 
Media Award; 

(E) the Congressional Medal of Honor Soci-
ety Journalism Award; 

(F) the Allen H. Neuharth Award for Excel-
lence in Journalism; 

(G) the David Brinkley Award for Excel-
lence in Communication; 

(H) the Catholic Academy for Communica-
tion’s Gabriel Award; and 

(I) an Emmy Award from the National 
Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. 

(7) In 2004, Tim Russert authored the best-
selling autobiography, Big Russ and Me, 
which chronicled his life growing up in 
South Buffalo and his education at Canisius 
High School. He is also the author of Wisdom 
of our Fathers. 

(8) Tim Russert advocated on behalf of 
abused children and voiced the need to pro-
tect our Nation’s young people, serving on 
the board of directors of the Greater Wash-
ington Boys and Girls Club and America’s 
Promise—Alliance for Youth. 

(9) Tim Russert sat in the front seat of his-
tory, chronicling the political and societal 
events that have defined our time, and serv-
ing as a trusted source of information and 
analysis for millions of Americans. 

(10) Tim Russert was a tireless booster of 
Buffalo, a famous fan of his beloved Buffalo 
Bills, and was always proud of his South Buf-
falo roots, a source of civic pride in the 
Western New York community. 

(11) Tim Russert passed away on June 13, 
2008. He is survived by his wife, Maureen 
Orth and their son, Luke Russert. 
SEC. 2. DESIGNATION. 

The portion of United States Route 20A lo-
cated in Orchard Park, New York, between 
Abbot Road and California Road shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Timothy J. 
Russert Highway’’. 
SEC. 3. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the portion of United 
States Route 20A referred to in section 2 
shall be deemed to be a reference to the Tim-
othy J. Russert Highway. 

f 

THE CALENDAR 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I further 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of 
the following named bills on the cal-
endar, all en bloc: Calendar No. 760, S. 
2403; Calendar No. 761, S. 2837; Calendar 
No. 762, S. 3009; Calendar No. 763, H.R. 
781; Calendar No. 764, H.R. 1019; Cal-
endar No. 766, H.R. 4140. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
the bills be read a third time and 
passed en bloc, and the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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